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2020-21 Executive Directors for Schools 

 

Executive Director, Early Learning Centers and Elementary Support 
Steve Ball has been with MNPS since 2009. He has 28 years of experience 
as a school principal at all grade levels, K-12.  Ball has been an executive 
director since 2018. 
 

 

Executive Director, High Schools, South 
Dr. Carl Carter most recently served as the executive director of south high 
schools and will continue in that role. Carter completed his undergraduate 
work at Fisk University and completed his master’s, educational specialist, 
and doctorate degrees at Tennessee State University. Over the course of 
his tenure in MNPS, Carter has served as teacher, assistant principal, and 
executive principal. 

 

Executive Director, Middle Schools, North 
Dr. Celia Conley has worked in MNPS for over 16 years, serving as a 
substitute, teacher, special education coach, and administrator at the middle 
and high school tiers. She served as the principal of Antioch Middle School 
for the past five years. Dr. Conley received the 2020 Middle School Principal 
of the Year award. She holds a bachelor's degree in special education from 
Tennessee State, a master's degree from Vanderbilt, and a doctorate in 
education from Lipscomb.  

 

Executive Director, Schools of Innovation, Middle 
Dr. Lendozia Edwards is a product of Metro Nashville Public Schools and 
an educator with over 20 years of experience in both public and post-
secondary education. Dr. Edwards has served as a high school and post-
secondary mathematics teacher, assistant principal, executive principal, 
executive director of elementary, middle, and high schools, and associate 
campus dean and campus director of Strayer University. For the past two 
years, she served as Executive Director of School Support and Improvement 
for Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools.  
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Executive Director, Middle School Support and Principal Development 
Dr. Felicia Everson-Tuggle is an educator with over 25 years of public-
school experience and currently serves as Assistant Commissioner of 
School Improvement for the Tennessee Department of Education, 
supporting district and school improvement turnaround efforts statewide. 
She previously worked in Shelby County Schools as an instructional 
leadership director, where she supported and supervised 15 high and middle 
school principals, helped build instructional capacity, and improved 
leadership effectiveness, resulting in increased student achievement, 
growth, and attendance. She received her Doctor of Education in 
educational leadership from Nova Southeastern University, a Master of Arts 
in curriculum and instructional leadership from the University of Memphis, 
and Bachelor of Science in biology from the University of Maryland at 
College Park.  
 

 

Executive Director, Montessori, Elementary Support, Principal 
Development 
Dr. Karen Gallman has 23 years of experience in public education and has 
served as a teacher, assistant principal, and principal. Dr. Gallman has 
spent the last four years in MNPS, both as an Executive Director of School 
Support and Improvement as well as an Executive Officer of Academics and 
School Support. During her time in MNPS, she developed instructional 
pathways for individualizing the work of principals through a needs analysis 
of both school and principal leadership and mentored and coached principal 
residents for the principal pipelines.  

 

Executive Director, Elementary Schools, Northwest 
Dr. Natalyn Gibbs has been named the executive director for Elementary 
North Schools. Most recently, Gibbs served as executive director of school 
support for Schools of Innovation, supporting elementary and secondary 
schools. Gibbs previously served as the executive principal of Shwab 
Elementary for seven years, where she led turnaround efforts in improving 
overall student achievement amongst a diverse body, including a significant 
English Learner population. Dr. Gibbs is a 17-year MNPS veteran and has 
served in many roles, including classroom teacher, assistant principal and 
network lead principal, among other roles. Dr. Gibbs has a doctorate in 
curriculum and instruction and a master’s in administration and supervision 
from Tennessee State University. 
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Executive Director, Middle Schools, South 
Dr. Craig Hammond has served in MNPS for the past 17 years as a 
teacher, school principal, and executive director. He most recently has 
served as the executive director for middle schools of south Nashville, and 
he will be continuing in this leadership role. He holds bachelor's and 
master's degrees from Lipscomb University and a doctorate degree from 
Trevecca Nazarene University. 

 

Executive Director, Elementary Schools, Southwest 
Chad High is a native Nashvillian, K-12 product of Metro Schools, and he 
and his wife are the parents of two current MNPS students. He has 20 years 
of experience in MNPS, with 15 of those years in administration at Cole 
Elementary and Granbery Elementary. Chad is looking forward to serving 
and supporting the southwest communities and schools. 
 

 

Executive Director, Elementary Schools, Northeast 
Dr. David Kovach has been a teacher, a New Leaders Resident Principal, a 
principal, and has been an executive director with MNPS for four years. He 
has also worked in Memphis City Schools, Durham Public Schools, and 
Chicago Public Schools, as well as two education non-profits, the National 
Institute for Excellence in Teaching and New Leaders. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree, two master's degrees, an education specialist degree, and a 
doctorate. 

 

Executive Director, Elementary Schools, Southeast 
Shawn Lawrence has served Metro Nashville Public Schools in many 
positions, including as the principal of Apollo Middle School, an MNPS 
principal coach, and a literacy teacher. Most recently, Lawrence was the 
founding principal of Eagle View Elementary School, which achieved Level 5 
TVAAS growth status in its initial year. 
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Executive Director, Schools of Innovation, Elementary 
Renita Forbes Perry brings over 20 years of school leadership and 
teaching experience, including in Morocco, Texas, and Tennessee. Her 
educational experiences primarily have been working with English language 
learners to include opening the only dual-language immersion school in the 
state of Tennessee. Perry holds a bachelor’s in Teaching English as Second 
Language from Union University, a master’s in leadership and policy studies 
from University of Memphis, and an educational specialist degree in 
curriculum and instruction from Union University. 

 

Executive Director, Schools of Innovation, High Schools and Support 
Dr. Chaerea “Chae” Snorten is a proud graduate of MNPS and has nearly 
20 years of educational leadership, coaching and school counseling 
experience with MNPS. Dr. Snorten has served in various capacities, 
including executive director of school support and improvement for high 
schools, executive principal at Nashville Big Picture High School, assistant 
principal, learning through internship coordinator and school counselor. Her 
awards and recognition include the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Salute to 
Women Educator of the Year and the Big Picture Learning Network 
Seymore Sarason Principal of the Year Leadership Award. 

 

Executive Director, High Schools, North 
Dr. Schunn Turner is beginning her 26th year of service with MNPS. She 
has served in several roles, including associate superintendent of high 
schools, executive director of the Office of School Choice, coordinator of 
Gifted and Talented Programs, and the principal at Martin Luther King Jr. 
Magnet High School. Her many awards and recognitions include the 
Tennessee State University Education Wall of Fame, In Full Motion Student 
Choice Award for Best Principal, Nashville OIC Lion of Zion Award and a 
NAACP Image Award.  

 

Executive Director, Non-traditional Schools, High School Support 
Dr. James Vince Witty, a Middle Tennessee native, has 20 years of 
experience working for and on behalf of Nashville students and families. He 
received a Doctor of Education degree from the University of Tennessee 
and, most recently, a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from Nashville School 
of Law and has served Nashville’s students, teachers, and families as a 
teacher, an executive principal, a district leader, and a Tennessee 
Department of Education director. Dr. Witty is also the founding executive 
principal of MNPS Virtual School, Tennessee’s first public virtual school, as 
well as the district’s 2019 Principal of the Year recipient. 
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