
Educators of Excellence
Celebrating positive impact and leadership
April 27, 2022 | 5:30 p.m.



Celebrating excellence
Educators of Excellence Awards celebrate the dedication, hard 

work, and leadership of innovative educators throughout 

Sourcewell’s five-county service area of Cass, Crow Wing, 

Morrison, Todd, and Wadena counties. 

How it works
Each school selects a TEACHER OF EXCELLENCE who has 

demonstrated a commitment to excellence that has led to 

increased student success. 

Special awards recipients are determined by a selection team 

that reviews nominations for those who have demonstrated 

innovation and leadership that has positively impacted 

students and fellow staff. 

These special awards include: 

    LEADER OF EXCELLENCE 

    PARAPROFESSIONALS OF EXCELLENCE  

    COACH OF EXCELLENCE

    SUPPORT STAFF OF EXCELLENCE

    SILVER LINING AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

    TEAM OF EXCELLENCE 

2022 Educators  
of Excellence

Agenda
Welcome:
Paul Drange, 
Sourcewell Director of Regional Programs     
Kassidy Rice, 
Sourcewell Manager of Education Solutions

Keynote speaker: 
Tim Eggebraaten — The Off-Duty Chief

Awards presented by:
Paul Drange,
Sourcewell Director of Regional Programs 
Kassidy Rice, 
Sourcewell Manager of Education Solutions

Closing remarks:
Paul Drange,
Sourcewell Director of Regional Programs 



2022 Educators  
of Excellence

3

Taking it to the Street 
A police officer since 1992, Tim is now “off duty,” allowing him to take his message, 
music, and talent to the streets. Tim shares engaging stories of life on the force and the 
learning he has found and translates into our everyday lives. 

He’ll have you tapping your toes, laughing, and learning while he shares his 
entertaining, powerful, and witty perspective on balance, growth, leadership, and life. 

Keynote Speaker: Tim
 Eggebraaten
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As the Freshwater Education District Area 
Learning Center Specialist, Jana recognizes the 
individual strengths of each of the five, separate 
ALCs and serves as the glue who helps all operate 
as one cohesive unit. While always working for 
the well-being of the student population, Jana 
challenges the staff to create stronger programs 
while exploring their own passions. She is willing 
to go above and beyond and often spends her 
personal time and resources providing for and 
advocating for students.

Jana Timm
Freshwater Education District
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No matter the classroom, Miss Vicki knows what her 
middle school students need to achieve. Regardless of 
subject or grade, she takes her role of student support to 
the highest of integrities. She seeks out the adaptations 
needed to ensure students’ pathway is clear of hurdles 
and then, with strong expectations, supports them as 
they reach for their individual success. She’s far more 
than academics to students; her nurturing methods are 
blended with accountability in hopes of seeing them be 
the best version of themselves, not only at school, but 
in their personal lives. Vicki embraces her role with an 
incredible smile and huge energy. She’s contagious!

Sheila is a champion for every child she works with. She 
seeks out opportunities to work with students who have 
difficulty interacting with social norms and within the 
environment they find themselves. She uses her 20-plus 
years of experience to guide her everyday decisions 
and is willing to share her knowledge with other 
paraprofessionals and teachers. Sheila was especially 
concerned for students during the pandemic and 
helped her supervising teacher choose engaging and 
individualized activities. S he takes the time to really get 
to know the students who surround her.

Vicki Johnson
Staples-Motley Middle/High School

Sheila Jackson
Wadena-Deer Creek Elementary School

Paraprofessionals  of Excellence
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In three years’ time, Al’s goal of simply creating a 
cross country team for more student opportunities, 
turned into a boys’ team conference championship 
in 2021 and a strong boys’ and girls’ junior high 
program that is sure to yield even more success in 
the future. Al’s energy and enthusiasm have drawn 
students into the program who might not otherwise 
choose a fall sport and has turned them into 
successful runners.

Alan Hanson
Bertha-Hewitt Schools
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Carla brings a sense of quiet confidence to 
all situations. She works in the elementary 
developmental coordination disorder (DCD) room 
and has been an incredibly valuable resource for 
the students she supports. She has the patience, 
knowledge, and skill to support the resource room, 
even though openings for licensed special education 
staff commonly go unfilled. Students know they 
always have a place to go and have a person who 
can help them, no matter what, because Carla is 
always there for them.

Carla Hopkins
Northland Elementary School
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Monica is relentless when it comes to providing a safe 
and positive learning experience for students and 
staff. She checks in with staff to see how students are 
progressing and to ask how she can help support the 
staff themselves. She freely shares her knowledge and 
her heart. As the school social worker, Monica is often 
the silver lining amongst the storm clouds — showing 
concern, support, and encouragement for all families, 
staff, and students. 

Monica Watson
Wadena-Deer Creek Elementary School

Silver Lining Aw
ard      
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The mentor program in Pillager is driven by data and built on personalization. Before 
meeting with mentees, the team trains mentors to work with younger students. 
They walk through specific tasks and teach mentors how to document the mentee’s 
progress for each day. Mentors then provide interventions in early literacy skills 
including letter recognition, sounds, and formation to name a few. In addition, 
mentors collect data to track the progress of their mentees. 

From the initial onset of the mentor program, there have been requests to expand 
and include more mentors. This incredible work is believed to be of value to other 
school districts and highlighting the work the team has invested in both the mentors 
and mentees will only grow this type of collaboration.

Pillager Elementary and Middle School 
– Mentoring Program
Stacy Germundson, Wendy Hall, and Kellie Klimek
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Angie wears many hats at Bertha-Hewitt. In addition to 
her role of Title teacher, she is also the Title coordinator. 
She also served as a distance learning coordinator 
during the pandemic. With each role, Angie has gone 
above and beyond to provide the best possible services 
for students. Her calm and professional demeanor is 
appreciated by all staff and students.

Angie Baker
Bertha-Hewitt High School

Heather exudes excellence in every facet of teaching. 
First and foremost, she builds relationships with her 
students through her focus on joy and kindness in the 
classroom. Every student knows they are welcome just 
as they are and that their voice matters. Every student 
feels care, compassion, and love the moment they 
walk through her door. 

Heather Bender
Brainerd – Baxter Elementary School

As a Spanish teacher, Veronica (also known as Britt) not 
only has a passion for teaching her native language to 
students, but she also has an infectious personality she 
shares with all students. Her classroom is filled with 
music, games, laughter, and a love of learning a new 
language. No matter if a student is new to Spanish or 
a fluent learner, Britt provides authentic feedback and 
strong support. She is a caring adult for all needs.  

Veronica Qualley
Brainerd High School

Teachers of Excellence
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Day after day, Bridget demonstrates professionalism, 
expertise, and care for her students. Through the 
many changes COVID-19 posed to education, she 
managed to ride each wave, jump over every hurdle, 
and maintain a positive persona. This year has been 
exceptionally difficult for her class having suffered 
the loss of one of her students. During this time and 
throughout the year, she went the extra mile to ensure 
students felt loved, supported, and engaged.  

Bridget Stalboerger
Cass Lake-Bena Elementary School

Jessica co-leads the high school mentorship program 
and sits on many committees. She dedicates her time 
to help students deficient in credits to get caught 
up. Additionally, she has a stellar Spanish program 
that allows students to learn and experience culture 
outside of their own community.

Jessica Dietz
Crosby-Ironton High School

Angie’s passion for teaching her kindergarteners is 
evident in her daily efforts to show love, support, 
compassion, determination, and an enjoyment for 
exploring and learning. Her ability to inspire, connect, 
and excite her students shines through. Students and 
parents alike have spoken her praises in the eight years 
she’s been in the district.

Angie Holmvig
Crosby-Ironton – Cuyuna Range Elementary School
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Kara consistently researches anything English Language 
Arts. She remains up to date on what works best for 
students, as well as tries new things on her own. She 
is currently finishing her practicum to get her Dyslexia 
Interventionist certification. Kara wants every child 
to experience the enjoyment of reading, and her 
excitement is evident through her work.

Kara DeVriendt
Discovery Woods

Sheri has been an early childhood special education 
teacher for more than 20 years. She is always eager to 
learn new approaches and best practices for teaching 
and serving children with special needs.  Currently, she 
is a member of the B-2 assessment team, a lead teacher 
in charge of due process, and a home visitor. Sheri is 
family oriented and works to keep their ideas and needs 
at the forefront of her service.

Sheri Johnson
Freshwater Education District

Not only does Melanie teach Title I reading and math, 
but she also plays an integral role as a member 
of the Student Assistance Team. She provides 
recommendations to the team regarding academic 
interventions to meet the needs of individual students. 
She consistently makes outstanding connections with 
her students and is a teacher they look forward to 
spending time with. 

Melanie Brose
Lincoln Elementary School – Little Falls

Teachers of Excellence
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Gabrielle is a first-grade teacher who exemplifies 
personalized learning within her classroom. Her  
classroom is considered a model for other teachers to 
observe and replicate. To start, her implementation 
and use of Guided Reading and Guided Math gets the 
most out of her students. She is also incorporating 
Academics in Motion as another way to meet the 
individual needs of her learners. She has created a 
classroom that is inviting and meets the needs of each 
individual.

Gabrielle Gwost
Dr. Knight Elementary School – Little Falls

Mellissa is 100% dedicated to her students. She has a 
knack for finding, adapting, and creating curriculum 
that is engaging, rigorous, and relevant for students. 
She encourages and pushes her students to be and 
become the best versions of themselves. Mellissa 
meets her students at their instructional level and 
develops relationships built on trust.

Mellissa Miller
Little Falls Community Middle School

Sandra’s presence as the English Language Learner 
teacher at Lindbergh Elementary School has greatly 
affected both staff and students. She has created a 
nurturing culture in her classroom that is a model for 
all educators to see. Sandra provides her students 
access to appropriate text and resources that honor 
their traditions and culture while celebrating who they 
are as people.

Sandra Gangestad
Lindbergh Elementary School – Little Falls
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Steve has taught math at Little Falls Community 
High School for the past 24 years. He has a special 
gift of building relationships with students while 
holding them accountable in a nurturing way. Steve 
has embraced AVID instructional strategies; making 
learning fun and working with every student to achieve 
success. Steve also models the district’s Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports initiative – Flyer 
Pride – emphasizing respect, responsibility, positive 
attitude, and safety with his students.

Steve Litke
Little Falls Community High School

Christy has played an incredible leadership role in 
the Multi-Tiered Systems of Supports and Response 
to Intervention process that Menahga has put in 
place. She does her research, puts into practice, and 
makes data-based decisions every single day. She 
also models and coaches for all teachers and spends 
countless hours outside of the school day making sure 
that every child is making gains.

Christy Henry
Menahga Elementary School

As a high school social studies teacher and varsity 
assistant baseball coach, Scott always goes above and 
beyond to help students succeed. He holds students 
accountable while still allowing modifications to meet 
their needs. He presents his material in a way that 
makes his class fun, interesting, and engaging.

Scott Petrowski
Menahga High School

Teachers of Excellence
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Leona’s kindness, professionalism, steadiness, and 
willingness to think outside the box to do what’s best 
for students raises the bar for everyone she works with. 
She does a stellar job educating those who work with 
her deaf and hard of hearing students as well, whether 
they are parents, teachers, or other staff members. She 
is relentless in pursuing solutions for growth, always 
looking to meet each student’s unique needs. 

Leona Minion
Mid-State Education District

Tammy has been on the Mid-State Education District 
team for the past four years and serves as a strong 
advocate for students and families. She is highly 
competent and professional in her work with students 
and colleagues. She is a caring speech language 
pathology assistant who is sensitive to the needs of the 
students, has excellent relationships with colleagues, 
and is a good communicator and team player.

Tammy Mattson
Mid-State Education District

Eddie sees the potential in every learner, and his calm, 
patient, and supportive nature helps build trust and 
positive relationships with all of his students. He brings 
out the best in them by helping them feel welcome, 
safe, and encouraged.

Eddie Barron
Northland Elementary School
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Teachers of Excellence
Kyle is a reflective math teacher – anchoring his team 
of high-performing eighth-grade educators with a 
blend of wisdom, experience, and humility. On a 
daily basis, Kyle delivers math in a setting filled with 
enthusiasm, laughter, and academic challenge. His 
positive engagement with kids starts at the door and 
continues throughout the lesson. He maximizes every 
opportunity to connect with his students.

Kyle Spray
Pequot Lakes Middle School

Kelly is a teacher who provides consistency within her 
classroom and is a quiet leader in using Catalyst strategies 
every day. Students know what to expect with procedures 
and routines, allowing them to feel safe, welcome, and 
supported in her predictable, yet still creative, classroom 
environment. Her passion for art education, blending 
creativity and standards, is evident in the unique and 
thoughtful projects she designs.

Kelly Crosby
Eagle View Elementary School – Pequot Lakes

Adored by her students and admired by her colleges, 
Megan has shown incredible versatility and resilience 
in her young career. She is full of endless empathy for 
her students, keeping them at the center of everything. 
Megan works hard to pursue the highest levels of 
instructional practice so that her time spent with 
students is highly effective. 

Megan Johnson
Pequot Lakes High School
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As the district’s lead school nurse, Robyn has been a 
leader for all, enduring questions and stressors one 
never could have imagined prior to the pandemic. 
Through it all, she has kept the lines of communication 
open with everyone in the Pierz School District. 
She continually demonstrates perseverance and 
commitment to the welfare of all.

Robyn Skwira
Pierz Public Schools

As a school language pathologist, Lindsay is extremely 
knowledgeable, professional, and dependable. She 
constantly strives to support students in their speech 
needs and goals. As amazing as she is in getting the 
most from her students, she is equally able to build 
connections and relationships. While her caseload is 
high, she carries a positive attitude and works to find 
solutions that are best for students.

Lindsay Solheim
Pillager Elementary School

Each day, Andrew brings his absolute best for the 
students and staff who enter the building. He  
understands the power of building positive relationships 
with his students and the impact it has on their learning. 
The atmosphere he has created in his classroom allows 
for students to feel confident to participate and be 
engaged in the instruction.  

Andrew Petersen
Pillager Middle School

Te
ac

he
rs

 o
f E

xc
el

le
nc

e



17

Teachers of Excellence
Erik is a top-notch industrial technology instructor. 
Seldom, if ever, are there discipline issues in an 
environment where safety is important. He is also a 
great recruiter and advocate for the trades. He gets 
more females to take his typically male-dominated 
courses and makes them feel comfortable and thriving 
in vocational work.

Erik Uselman
Pillager High School

Ben is a talented musician who has a great attitude 
and a focus on building positive relationships with his 
students. Whether it’s individual or small-group band 
lessons, whole-group rehearsals, pep band, concerts, 
or just visiting in the hall, he has been intentional 
about connecting with all students in his band 
program. 

Benjamin Kinser
Pine River-Backus Elementary School

Lisa is a highly skilled teacher who has high 
expectations for herself and her students. Her work 
ethic and dedication to her students and profession 
are second to none. She holds this high standard 
while finding a way to build and maintain meaningful 
relationships in her classroom and with her colleagues. 
She is a teacher leader who leads by example through 
her dedication, authentic love of learning, and growth 
mindset.  

Lisa Toft
Pine River-Backus High School



18

Tami is a caring, dedicated, and creative teacher.
Her skill in creating an engaged and highly effective 
kindergarten classroom is admirable. She not only 
produces high academic achievement, but also 
integrates creativity and social-emotional support 
activities. She is a thoughtful, talented teacher who 
is respected by her colleagues and puts the needs of 
children first.

Tamara Shaughnessy
Royalton Elementary School

Boyd has been a teacher, coach, mentor, and 
ambassador for Royalton High School for over three 
decades. Students past and present have always 
enjoyed being in his classes. He is a storyteller who 
brings history to life. In addition to teaching, he is one 
of the people you will find in the building or on a field 
either coaching, doing the clock, pitch counting, or 
helping with anything that is needed.  

Boyd Snyder
Royalton High School

Because of her love of teaching, Ronnie’s third-graders 
are always excited to come to school. Students are 
eager to learn in her class and she has their attention 
all day long. She sees students as what they can 
become and helps them to move beyond that. With 
her passion for teaching, she helps students discover a 
love of reading as they increase their skill and learn to 
select their own books. She is a teacher who has all of 
her students reading well by third grade.

Ronnie Lee
Sebeka Elementary School
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Great organization, structure, and clear expectations 
define the atmosphere in Dan’s classroom. Due to his 
consistency and the excellent rapport he develops 
with his students, he is a favorite teacher of many.
His approach is to treat all students equally, treat all 
students fairly, and – regardless of cultural or equity 
differences – hold students to high standards in his 
classroom.

Daniel Doyle
Sebeka Secondary School

Mary has taught music at Staples-Motley Elementary 
for the last 28 years. She has designed, presented, 
and successfully implemented the foundational skills, 
setting a base to support a long-standing history of 
successful musical talent in the community. For many 
years she has enhanced not only the music classes 
but provided extra opportunities through after-school 
programs, including the Colla Voce girls’ choir, Central 
Minnesota Boys’ Choir, and Elementary Choir for 
students in grades 3-5.

Mary Moen
Staples-Motley Elementary School

Marly teaches upper-level high school math. The kind 
of math where kids wonder: “Why do I have to do 
this?” Who better to learn from than Mr. Simmons? 
He’s phenomenal, he’s dedicated, he’s disciplined, 
and a really great instructor. He expects the best from 
his students and he gets it. Whether it’s one-on-one 
reteaching of “hard math,” participating in theme days 
with students, or leading the staff dance, he always 
gives his best to his students and colleagues.

Marly Simmons
Staples-Motley Middle/High School
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Teachers of Excellence



Carly has a calm yet firm way about her when working 
with students, but especially those who are hard 
to reach. She always looks for ways to enhance 
her students’ learning and takes advantage of 
opportunities like Tech Mobile and the planetarium – 
constantly exploring ways to integrate technology into 
her teaching and her students’ learning.

Carly Andres
Swanville Elementary School

Joel came to teaching a little later in life+++++, 
but when he arrived, it was with a bang! Joel has 
transformed Swanville High School’s industrial arts 
program into a thriving and flourishing program. 
Classes are bursting at the seams, students are turning 
out wonderful projects, and students respect Joel and 
his program. His students leave high school with the 
knowledge and skill to successfully enter a number of 
careers with minimal extra training needed.

Joel Rieffer
Swanville High School

Desiree is a highly skilled and dedicated instructor. She 
goes above and beyond the academic needs of her 
students to make sure all of her first-graders have the 
support they need to be successful. Her passion for 
teaching and her students is evident in the success of 
her students. Desiree is a great model teacher for the 
many new teachers at Upsala Elementary.

Desiree Bengston
Upsala Elementary School
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Teachers of Excellence
Aaron is a dedicated, hardworking teacher who sets 
high expectations for his students. His classroom is 
a safe and positive learning environment. When you 
walk into his classroom, the first thing you notice are 
that his students are truly engaged in learning. 

Aaron Fisher
Upsala High School

Meagan is always willing to do whatever it takes to 
make sure her students succeed. She has furthered 
her education and has been open to always learning 
new things that will ensure her students’ success. 
Meagan makes great connections with her students 
and establishes the relationships so many students 
need. She is very passionate about what she does, and 
it shows in her dedication to education.

Meagan Ferris
Verndale Elementary School

Steve is the standard when it comes to setting high 
expectations for himself and his students. He teaches a 
subject that is not a common favorite among students 
(mathematics). But one thing is for sure: students 
learn in his classroom. He has a way of balancing his 
serious attitude toward learning with his love of people 
and sense of humor. In his classes, learning always 
happens first, but he has a way of connecting with 
students that is unmatched.

Steve Riewer
Verndale High School



Christie is the Title I lead teacher and is responsible for 
programming, scheduling, and delivering reading and 
math interventions to over 300 students at Wadena-
Deer Creek Elementary. Her organizational skills and 
communications with colleagues ensure each student 
gets the appropriate intervention for the right amount 
of time at the right time. She exemplifies the P.A.W. 
(Positive, Always ready, Working together) in WDC’s 
“Wolverine Way” with her approach to her role as a 
Title I lead teacher.

Christina Ruda
Wadena-Deer Creek Elementary School

Brenda’s number one priority in everything she 
does is making sure her school is a better place for 
all students. She prides herself on forming positive 
relationships with everyone – students and staff. As 
a Spanish teacher, she makes her classes fun and 
welcoming. A current student put it best recently when 
she said: “Ms. Thelen is just a good teacher. She wants 
us all to be successful.”

Brenda Thelen
Wadena-Deer Creek Middle/High School

Madelyn teaches fifth grade and is in her second year 
of teaching, but you wouldn’t know that by observing 
her in the classroom or interacting with her in the 
hallways. Her skillset, passion, maturity, and intuition 
extend well beyond her experience. This is why her 
peers selected her as Walker-Hackensack-Akeley 
Elementary’s Teacher of Excellence. She is highly 
respected and a vital asset to her school.

Madelyn Tews
Walker-Hackensack-Akeley Elementary School
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Thank you

Elizabeth is in her second year teaching social studies 
and AVID at Walker-Hackensack-Akeley Schools. She 
is organized, and her classes provide structure for 
students with great note-taking packets for direct 
instruction. She is very active in her content area team 
and advocates for positive changes in our school. She 
is recognized by her colleagues for being extremely 
helpful and has been an excellent addition to the 
school’s grades 9-12 staff.

Elizabeth Jepson
Walker-Hackensack-Akeley Secondary School

“Year after year, our educators continue to not only step up, but rise above the 
occasion and situation at hand to deliver the best possible education to our future 
leaders. Thank you to our educators and leaders of excellence for making our 
schools and communities wonderful places to learn and live.”

— Dr. Chad Coauette, Sourcewell Executive Director/CEO
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888-894-1930  |  sourcewell-mn.gov

Sourcewell:  
We are driven to serve

Who is Sourcewell?
Sourcewell is the regional service cooperative for Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, Todd, and Wadena counties.  
We are one of nine service cooperatives in the state. We partner with education, government, and nonprofits 
to boost student and community success. We offer training, student academic programming, and contracted 
services to our central-Minnesota members. Statewide, we provide a self-funded group health insurance 
option for public entities. Throughout the United States and Canada, we offer technology solutions for schools 
and a cooperative purchasing program for all public entities. Sourcewell staff aim to be force multipliers, 
empowering you to fulfill your public service mission to help your students, school, and community.

Our core services
• Cooperative Purchasing 
• Community Solutions
• Education and Career and College Readiness
• Regional Low Incidence Project and Collaborative Service Workers
• Insurance and Employee Benefits
• Technology Solutions for Schools


