Students of Character
Celebrating quiet leaders in our region
April 14, 2021 | 5:30 p.m.

Celebrating
quiet leadership
{virtually}
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 | 5:30 p.m.
Welcome to the 30th annual celebration
The Students of Character Celebration recognizes high school juniors and seniors
in our region for their quiet leadership, perseverance, and dedication to their
community, school, and fellow students. Honorees are selected by their school
staff with the criteria that they are unsung heroes of their districts. The event
celebrates the difference these students make and lets them know we appreciate
and believe in them.

Agenda:
Host of ceremony: Katie Embree, Event Coordinator and Sourcewell Student
Academic Program Coordinator
• Welcome
•K
 eynote message – Finding Your Beat: The Rhythm of Life,
Tim Eggebraaten
• Presentation of awards & scholarships
• Door prize drawings
• Closing

How to watch:
• Go to facebook.com/sourcewellgov.
• Log in, or skip the step by selecting, “Not Now”.
• Scroll down until you see a Premiere box titled,
“Students of Character – 2021 Virtual Celebration”.
• Click on the box to start watching.
•C
 an’t join us live? No problem. Watch on demand
on Sourcewell’s Facebook page after April 14.

Students of Character

2020-2021
2020-2021
2020-2021

Anton Kalk
AITKIN HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Meredith Sander
Anton has the unique gift to brighten the mood in a room without even realizing it. Fellow
students are drawn to his upbeat personality and tend to mirror his behavior. In class,
he’s engaged and makes positive contributions to discussion and work time. Anton has
already enlisted with the Marines and plans to pursue a position with the military police.

Jazmine Serrano
AITKIN HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Meredith Sander
Jazmine is someone you can count on. She shows up to school and community events
ready to help. She also takes pride in her school and goes above and beyond to help keep
it clean and tidy. Outside of school, Jaz works to help her family and save for her future.
She plans to attend Central Lakes College and one day become a registered nurse.
*Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Kaylee Baker
BERTHA-HEWITT HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Courtney Roatch
Kaylee has contributed to her school and community as a member of student council,
leadership class, and the entrepreneurship program. She’s quick to help others, often
putting their needs ahead of her own. Kaylee plans to attend the University of Minnesota
in Crookston and study natural resources.

Julian Ellis
BERTHA-HEWITT HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Courtney Roatch
Julie always has a smile on her face, even on tough days, of which she’s had more than
her fair share. Julie was born with Osteogenesis Imperfecta, a genetic bone disorder.
She’s had several surgeries and has used a wheelchair most of her time in high
school. This doesn’t stop her from seeking out ways to help others and brighten her
classmates’ days. Julie plans to pursue a career as a receptionist.

Carly Dockter
BRAINERD HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Jolene Parks
Carly has worked extremely hard to overcome learning challenges. She’s adopted
strategies to help her focus and stay organized and on task. Carly follows the rules, is
a team player, is kind to others, and leads by her actions. Outside of school, she works
in the dietary department at Good Samaritan in Brainerd. She plans to study natural
resources at Central Lakes College. *Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.
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Macey Whitlock
BRAINERD HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Mary Tollas
During her freshman year, Macey experienced a lot of turbulence at school and in her
home life. After transitioning to a smaller learning environment at the Brainerd Learning
Center, she restored her self-confidence, worked diligently to make up missing credits,
and has turned into an excellent student. She plans to attend Luther College or Gustavus
Adolphus College.

Mauricio Botello
BROWERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Lindsay Kugel
Mauricio is someone who consistently does the little things right. School hasn’t been easy
for him and he’s had to overcome some challenges outside of school. Mauricio shows up,
puts in the work, and earns good grades. He is caring, funny, helpful, and considerate. He
works at Felling Trailers and plans to attend M State in Moorhead and become a plumber.

Brady Warren
BROWERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Denise Olander
Brady has faced some challenges, including moving homes a few times and transferring
to a new school after his original school closed. His hard work and quiet strength have
carried him through. Brady is not afraid to ask for help and is always willing to assist
others. He works at Jon’s Family Foods in Clarissa and plans to study accounting at
Alexandria Technical College.

Nikolai Olson
CASS LAKE-BENA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Alisha Hillukka
Nikolai is involved in his school and community, working the concessions stand during
sporting events, taking pictures for the local newspaper, and volunteering for the Chippewa
Tribe triathlon. He’s been an advocate for his fellow students, attending many school board
meetings and helping to ensure a safe learning environment amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
He plans to attend Bemidji State University and study photography. or engineering.

Deenaya Reams
CASS LAKE-BENA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Alisha Hillukka
Deenaya has grown by leaps and bounds in the last two years, overcoming her shy
nature and working hard to know herself better. She’s the senior class president and
the student council secretary. She has regularly found new ways to engage others
during distance learning, keeping her class connected. Deenaya plans to attend The
Art Institute in Chicago and become a concept artist.
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Alana Bendson
CROSBY-IRONTON HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Katherine Thoennes
Alana’s actions are driven by her desire to see and be the good in this world. After her
third ACL tear sidelined her from sports, Alana became the student manager for the
Ranger girls’ basketball team. She also joined C-I’s Service Action Leadership Team (SALT)
and has spent countless hours serving others. Alana plans to study respiratory therapy at
Lake Superior College, specializing in newborn and elderly care.

Anna Carlson
CROSBY-IRONTON HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Rafael Silva
Anna is a survivor of middle school bullying and is an ally for other students, be
it mental health, academics, or any other struggles. She’s an active member of
student council, choir, band, and the yearbook committee. She also plays flute
for residents at the Care Center and Heartwood in Crosby. Anna plans to study
orthopedic surgery and intends to start a wedding photography business.

Ambria Preston
FRESHWATER EDUCATION DISTRICT - Nominated by: Heidi Heino
Ambria has balanced the challenge of being a teen mom while finishing school. She is
an eager learner who asks great questions, works hard, and gives her full attention and
respect to her teachers, peers, and her education. Ambria plans to focus on her daughter
after graduation. She also plans to get married and attend cosmetology school.

Lenore Sheets
FRESHWATER EDUCATION DISTRICT - Nominated by: Jana Timm
Being a teen mom of two active boys, Lenore has persevered through some of life’s obstacles
and come out a stronger, more compassionate, and determined person. She is dedicated to
the environment and has a strong sense of justice, working hard to make the world a better
place for all. She’s undecided about a career path but is interested in forensics.

Andrea Larson
LITTLE FALLS HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Sara Pohlman
Andrea balances school, working at the Boys and Girls Club in Little Falls, and her own
sewing business. Her efforts and relationships in these three areas have boosted her selfesteem and confidence. Last spring, she sewed hundreds of masks for our school and local
hospital. She has learned to advocate for herself and seeks help as needed. Andrea plans
to study business at Central Lakes College. *Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.
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Monica Sloan
LITTLE FALLS HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Becky Abbott
Monica has grown a remarkable amount in the last four years, thanks to her commitment
to working through past challenges and trauma. As a freshman she was guarded and
always on the defensive. Today, she is a mentor to others and has a calm demeanor. She’s
involved in choir and works two jobs. Monica is still deciding what’s next for her. She is
interested in the field of nursing.

Joseph Langer
LONG PRAIRIE-GREY EAGLE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Barton Rud
Joe’s positive attitude and character make him stand out from his peers. He’s trustworthy
and genuine, and is someone his teachers and fellow students can count on. Many people
turn to Joe for his opinion or ideas, knowing he’ll have great insight and analysis to offer.
Joe plans to attend the University of Minnesota in Duluth and study medicine or business.

Erin Wehking
LONG PRAIRIE-GREY EAGLE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Sandy Terwey
Erin is quiet, humble, and comfortable staying out of the limelight. She helps others soar
as a volunteer in the community and in school. She’s committed to her schoolwork and
faces challenges head on. Erin works at the Clarissa Care Center and is interested in
pursuing a career in the medical field. She will complete her Associate of Arts from Central
Lakes College this spring.

Tyler Shepersky
MENAHGA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Todd Frie
Tyler’s never-give-up attitude and grit are nearly unmatched. His physical disability has
not slowed him down one bit, not even in a strength-training class. He approaches the
class (and life) focusing on what he can do. He never complains and is a model citizen
to others in terms of character, work ethic, and perseverance. Tyler plans to study
engineering but is undecided about a college.

Madison Thene
MENAHGA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Bailey Yliniemi
Madison has juggled school, extracurricular activities, volunteer work, and taking care of
her mom – a breast cancer survivor – with incredible grace and positivity. As a member of
Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) she organized activities to bring
awareness to Alzheimer’s disease and raised funds to support the national organization.
Madison plans to study social work at Minnesota State University in Moorhead.
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Kaydence Weimer
NORTHLAND COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Scott Peterson
Kaydence has experienced the loss of two important people in her life and has overcome
bullying from classmates. She’s been an active member of student leadership, choir, and
softball. She’s also very involved with her church. Kaydence works at the Remer Motel and
plans to study mechanical engineering at Itasca Community College.

Frankie Holmgren
PEQUOT LAKES HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Aaron Nelson
Frankie has endured many obstacles in her life, including the death of her father. She is a
beacon of hope for our student body. She’s been an advocate for other students, helping
them find resources and a sense of belonging within the Patriot family. Frankie enjoys art
and trapshooting. She plans to go to school for microblading.

Carlie Nixon
PEQUOT LAKES HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Aaron Nelson
Carlie exemplifies the traits we look for in all our students, the characteristics no letter
grade can measure. Despite some hardships in her life, Carlie is upbeat, diligent, friendly,
humble, and gracious. There have been many tough days for all students and staff this
year and it is during those tough days that Carlie really shines. Her smile, laughter, and
can-do attitude inspire all of us. Carlie plans to attend Central Lakes College.
*Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Hailey Koch
PIERZ-HEALY HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Ruth Stuckmayer and Iris Kolodji
Hailey thinks big and leads with the greater good in mind. She’s a positive contributor
no matter the setting — community, classroom, choir room, or theater stage. She’s kind
and cheerful, takes initiative, and works hard. She plans to study social work, with the
ultimate goal of earning a master’s degree.

Logan Schmidtz
PIERZ-HEALY HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Kelly Sauer and Jessica LeBlanc
Logan has had many medical struggles in his life. Not once has he been heard
complaining or feeling sorry for himself. He reaches out to others much more than others
reach out to him. This positive attitude in the face of adversity makes him special. Logan
plans to study meteorology at St. Cloud State University and pursue his dream of working
for the National Weather Service.
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Nicholas Granberry
PILLAGER HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Larae Thomas
Nick is selfless and a self-starter. He’s someone you can count on to show up early
or stay late to help, whether it’s standing behind a camera recording graduation or a
sporting event, or on a computer creating a slide show or program. Nick plans to study
cybersecurity at Dakota State University.

Chloe Pearson
PILLAGER HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Ann Hutchinson
Chloe works hard and does the right thing – not for recognition, but because
she wants to do her best and help others do their best. She’s inclusive and has
earned the trust of her peers. She has been through so much in her young life but
continues to persevere and take it all in stride. Chloe plans to study hospitality
management and culinary arts. *Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Avery Trout
PINE RIVER-BACKUS HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Mary Sigan
Avery has a maturity and sense of empathy that are rare for her age. She’s experienced
many challenges in the past few years – challenges that no student should have to deal
with, ever. She is a gentle leader, fiercely loyal, and levelheaded. She recognizes the most
important details in life and thrives by helping others. Avery plans to attend Bemidji State
University and pursue a career in nursing.

Malachi Wipper
PINE RIVER-BACKUS HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Mary Sigan
Malachi is fiercely true to himself and incredibly kind. Even when he deserves most
of the credit for a task, he is quick to share the spotlight. He’s intelligent and a
self-starter. He’s committed to his faith and has a heart for service to his school and
community. Malachi plans to study criminal justice at Central Lakes College.
*Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Samantha Gutzkow
ROYALTON HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Joel Swenson
Sam has a strong sense of right and wrong and is not afraid to stand up for what is
right. She is an excellent artist and actress and has been a strong contributor to the arts
program at Royalton High School, including painting a wall mural in our art hallway.
She’s not yet decided on plans for after graduation.

2020-2021
Aidan Olson
ROYALTON HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Joel Swenson
Aidan is quiet, but his actions speak louder than words. He works very hard and is
committed to doing his best. He’s kind, considerate, and respectful to everyone – the
ideal student role model. Aidan is still deciding between a two-year or four-year postsecondary degree.

David Avelsgard
SEBEKA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Luke Roberts
David works hard in school, participates in class, respects his teachers and classmates, and
is a joy to be around. He is Sebeka’s super fan, supporting peers by attending as many events
as possible. David has worked at Kenny’s Candy and Confections for two years. He plans to
study communications and journalism with hopes of becoming a sports broadcaster.

Devon Huttunen
SEBEKA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Rachel Kern
Devon is the kind of student teachers want to clone. He respects others, follows school
rules, completes schoolwork, and consistently does the right thing. Devon turned over
a new leaf during his sophomore year, making positive changes to his physical health,
academic commitment, and social life. His courage to make changes has inspired several
students and staff. Devon plans to study nursing at Central Lakes College.
*Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Alex Brings
STAPLES-MOTLEY HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Mike Schmidt
Alex is legally blind and has a history of seizures. But to say he’s overcome obstacles
would imply he felt there was ever anything in his way. Alex is a student, artist,
athlete, and speech champion. He’s involved in his church community and the
Staples Area Men’s Chorus. He’s been accepted to Concordia College in Moorhead
and plans to become a high school teacher.

Alexis Tweeter
STAPLES-MOTLEY HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Mike Schmidt
Alexis is known as a leader and achiever at Staples-Motley. She’s faced her obstacles head
on and overcome them with hard work and resiliency. Her gentle demeanor, strong moral
compass, and kindness make her a leader worth following. Lexi works at ACE Hardware.
She will complete her Associate of Arts this spring and is interested in nursing, business,
or working as a flight attendant.
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Kylie Karst
SWANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Chantelle Frie
Kylie has endured more struggles than anyone her age should have faced, including losing
a parent and relocating at a young age. She’s pushed through it with an ever-present, let’sfigure-this-out and get-it-done attitude. She balances family and school responsibilities
with commitments to athletics, robotics, student council, speech, and work. Kylie plans to
study engineering and wants to have a positive impact on the environment. She hopes to
live in Alaska.

Sydney VanRisseghem
SWANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Liza Hasse
Sydney was diagnosed with dyslexia in her early high school years. Through hard work,
she trained her brain to learn, understand, and remember what she was being taught.
With great amounts of effort, she’s consistently an A honor roll student. She volunteers
through student council and with the American Red Cross. Sydney plans to study
something in the medical field. She’s also considering getting her pilot’s license.

Olivia Hollermann
UPSALA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Gretchen Schleper
Olivia had a rough sophomore year with the death of a close friend. She took some time
away from her commitments to work through her grief. Now in her senior year, she leads
with maturity beyond her years. She listens to others, thinks outside the box, and gets
things done. Olivia plans to become a registered nurse and will study at Montana State
University or North Dakota State University.

Anthony Nienaber
UPSALA HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Gretchen Schleper
Anthony has a heart of gold. He has a knack for listening to others and solving problems
with an outcome that makes everyone happy. Anthony works many hours each week at
several jobs and still shows up for school with a great attitude. He plans to attend Central
Lakes College to study welding or mechanics. *Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Makayla Heifort
VERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Sam Schmitz
Makayla is willing to help others anytime and anyplace. She always gives her best. All
her life, she’s helped care for loved ones with special needs. Makayla is one of the most
positive students in our school and regularly volunteers with the CHAMP coalition. She’s a
talented artist who also loves football. Makayla is a devoted employee at Accra Homecare
and is still deciding what’s next for her after graduation.
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Victoria Martinez
VERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Angie Orsburn
This school year was a challenge for Victoria as she had responsibilities at home to tend
to while also keeping up with her online learning. She never fell behind and qualified
for the honor roll each semester. Victoria is a committed member of Future Career and
Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) and helps lead our annual community cleanup
program. She plans to study graphic design.

Jaden Herr
WADENA-DEER CREEK HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Laura Kiser
Jaden is a quiet, mature, and responsible individual. She doesn’t often speak up, but
when she does, it’s valuable. She has found her way through some difficult obstacles
in her personal and academic life. Jaden is a talented artist and has an eye for detail.
She is still figuring out what’s next after graduation.

Paige Kilbury
WADENA-DEER CREEK HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Toni Kraska
Paige has spent more time in a hospital than most people do in a lifetime due to
complications with her liver. After receiving a liver transplant last summer, she has been
busy with follow-up appointments. Her resilience and positive attitude while working extra
hard to keep up with her schoolwork are inspirational. Paige works at The Meadows in
Wadena. She plans to go into nursing, hopefully in pediatrics.
*Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Trevor Radke
WALKER-HACKENSACK-AKELEY HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Thomas McIver
It’s simply refreshing to be around Trevor. He consistently puts forth his best effort and
doesn’t complain when the going gets tough. He just rolls up his sleeves and puts in the
work. Trevor leads by example and encourages his classmates. He plans to study heavy
equipment operation and maintenance at Central Lakes College (Staples campus).
*Will receive a $500 scholarship from Central Lakes College.

Phiyapat Saeoung
WALKER-HACKENSACK-AKELEY HIGH SCHOOL - Nominated by: Thomas McIver
Phiyapat emigrated from Thailand to our community a few years ago. She had to learn
English, make new friends, and adjust to a new way of life. She has an incredible sense
of responsibility and rarely misses classes or school. Phiyapat is kind and routinely puts
others before herself. She is still deciding what’s next for her after graduation.

Thank you

Sourcewell partners with local businesses, organizations, and
individuals to hold this annual celebration. Thank you for your
donation of prizes and scholarship money.*

Gold

Platinum

First International Bank & Trust
Staples Ace Hardware
Subway - Staples

Silver

Bruns, Scott and Jackie
Campfire Bay Resort
Contegrity Group, Inc.
Johnson, Dane
Klamm, Mary and Jim
Klimek, Monica and Rodney
LMH Embroidery & Screen Printing
Marshik Insurance Agency
Mason Brothers
Murray, Heidi
Ruttger's Bay Lake Resort
Soucewell/Jeans Fund
Subway - Nisswa
Tri-County Health Care
Wadena State Bank
West, Craig and Jennifer

Bronze
Sourcewell Senior Leadership Team

Bart and Leanne Graves

Sourcewell Education Solutions Team

Jed Klein

Sourcewell Board members past/present:
Linda Arts, Mary Freeman, Mark Gerbi, William
Harvey, Chris Kircher, Sara Nagel, Barb Neprud,
Sharon Thiel, Ryan Thomas, Scott Veronen,
Lane and Donna Waldahl, Mike Wilson,
Wayne Wolden, Greg Zylka

Jeremy and Joni Schwartz

BBQ Smokehouse - Motley
Buscher, Andy and Vicky
Craguns Resort
Cuene, Andrea and James
Draper, Kelli
Hoemberg, Bev
Hoppe, Tom and Jenny
Huebsch, Jake and Nicole
Kamp Gerbi and Associates
Otto, Bill
Wadena Pioneer Journal

About Sourcewell
Sourcewell is the regional service cooperative for Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, Todd, and Wadena counties. We are one of nine service cooperatives
in the state. In central Minnesota, we offer training, student academic programming, and contracted services. Statewide, we provide a self-funded
group health insurance option for public entities. Throughout North America, we offer technology solutions for schools and a cooperative purchasing
program for all public entities. Sourcewell staff aim to be force multipliers, empowering public
employees to fulfill their public service mission to help their students, schools, and communities.
*Up-to-date at press deadline, March 19, 2021. Watch the live celebration on April 14, 2021, for final list.

888-894-1930 | sourcewell-mn.gov

