
Begin forwarded message:

From: 
< @fws.gov>
Date: March 10, 2017 at 6:37:52 AM
MST
To: @fws.gov
Cc: @fws.gov,

@fws.gov,
@fws.gov, 

@fws.gov
Subject: Border Fence Meeting in
MIB

Cynthia

Here are the highlights of the
meeting yesterday at MIB. John

organized the meeting with the intent
of providing the latest info on
the fence.

The first waivers will probably be for
public lands to ensure a quick
start. Folks are expecting a number
of waivers to cover critical or
vulnerable sections of the border.

Expect a significant increase in
surveillance operations as well as
activities related to construction.

Request for fence or wall design are
now out in the private sector for
consideration

If we have significant resource
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concerns we should have them
identified now

John believes we will have an
opportunity for consultation once the
waivers are issued but does not
know how the process will work. We
need to have our people ready to
work with the operational folks.

DHS has a March 25 date for a fence
or wall plan

Mitigation funding is still a question
but no one is optimistic

Sent from my iPad

-- 

Refuge Supervisor Texas Gulf Coast

-- 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Texas DOI State Border Coordinator
Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office
3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, Texas 78516
Tel:
Fax:956-787-8338

" " < @fws.gov>

From: " " < @fws.gov>
Sent: Wed Mar 15 2017 07:35:26 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: " " < @fws.gov>

CC: " " < @fws.gov>, 
< @fws.gov>, @fws.gov>

Subject: Re: Border Fence Meeting in MIB

Thanks much Chuck.  Ernesto did a great initial job on inputting info, since he was
instrumentally involved in dealing with border fence the first go around in 2007.  However, he



and I and Rob visited and there are a couple things we learned since installation of the initial
fence that should be input, since we were not able to anticipate everything previously since it
was something new.  Now, we have 7 years of experience of working behind the fence, and
have experienced a significant flooding event in 2010, so we know more now about the impacts
to wildlife of the fence.  We would also like to prioritize our concerns in the spreadsheet so in the
event they take into account only our top 2-3 issues, we are assured that our biggest concerns
will hopefully be addressed.  Its a crap shoot, they may take into account our concerns or waive
the environmental laws (again) and do whatever they want despite our concerns.  Hopefully our
good relations with CBP down here will help keep us at the table throughout the process.

thanks

On Tue, Mar 14, 2017 at 3:26 PM,  < @fws.gov> wrote:
Seth,

just wanted to give you a heads up.  Staff have been coordinating the boarder fence resource
issues with Refuges so we will have a consistent message and there will be some changes to
what I submitted for Texas.  I have shared the link so staff can edit what I placed in the google
spreadsheet already, it will probably take a few days for everything to be updated.  I would
consider what I entered into the table as a preliminary information for your eyes only at the
moment.  Let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Project Leader

Texas Coastal Ecological Services

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

17629 El Camino Real, Ste 211

Houston, TX 77058

W: 

C:   

F:  (281) 488-5882

"Leaders must learn to discipline their disappointments. It's not what happens to us, it is what we choose
to do about what happens that makes the difference in how our lives turn out." 

Jim Rohn

"If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader"

John Quincy Adams

On Fri, Mar 10, 2017 at 4:40 PM,  < @fws.gov> wrote:
Hey Everyone,

A little more info here.  As noted in earlier emails, HQ (through refuges) indicated that "if we
have significant resource concerns we should have them identified now."  Time appears very short as DHS is on
the fast track for releasing their plan.  Thinking we want to be proactive on this one, and get started on something
quickly.  

Chuck  (on detail to HQ) suggested we put together a table of stuff that meets the above standard.  Not
thinking this should be everything possibly impacted, but instead just a high level overview of significant concerns. 
Something useful in a briefing.  That said, others have worked on this longer than I have.  Despite some
uncertainty in what is the best approach, I took a stab at starting something simple.  
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Chuck, do you think we are right track.  Others, feel free to alter as you think appropriate.  Anyone with this link
can edit.  Or if there is some other pre-existing document we could share, that might be fine (let us know).  

Can folks take the ball and run with it?  Thoughts?  

 Border Fence - Significant Resource Concerns

Thanks,
Seth 

*********************************************
 

Deputy ARD for Ecological Services
Southwest Region, USFWS

@fws.gov
Work:
Cell:
*********************************************
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