
 

Comparing the 2015 and 2019 Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Plans 

1. The Trump administration’s Records of Decision and Approved Resource Management Plan Amendments weaken or 
eliminate important conservation prescriptions for sage-grouse in the heart of the species’ range.   
 

2. In its effort to align BLM sage-grouse conservation plans with weaker state strategies, the Trump administration’s 
proposed amendments create even greater inconsistency in sage-grouse management across eleven western states.  
 

3. Many revisions made to the BLM plans benefit politically favored economic interests in the West, including the oil and 
gas industry and public lands ranching. 
 

4. The Trump administration’s sage-grouse plan amendments in Utah are the most severe and undermine science-based 
planning and management for the species in the state. 
 

5. BLM plans in states that resisted or declined to request management changes from the Trump administration’s 
planning process retained existing and generally more protective sage-grouse conservation measures (Oregon, Montana, 
North Dakota, South Dakota). 
 

Related Observations on the Bureau of Land Management’s Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Plan Amendments  

1. The new changes to BLM plans are in addition to previous actions taken by the Trump administration that have undercut both the 
current plans and sage-grouse conservation, including cancelling the public decision-making process to withdraw essential sage-
grouse habitat from further entry for hardrock mining; replacing previous agency direction for implementing sage-grouse plans with 
six new BLM instruction memoranda that fail to uphold key tenets of the current plans; and revoking the BLM’s compensatory 
mitigation policy that required proponents of habitat-disturbing development on public lands to mitigate for impacts on wildlife 
and other public values. 
 

2. The Trump administration’s planning process risks upending years of work by federal agencies, states, and stakeholders, wasting 
hundreds of millions of dollars invested in sage-grouse conservation and throwing management of more than 60 million acres of 
public lands into chaos. 

3. The new plan amendments come at a challenging time for sage-grouse. Populations are declining in every western state where they 
occur, and the Trump administration just leased the most important grouse habitat in the world for oil and gas drilling in Wyoming. 
 



 

Review of Key Conservation Measures in the 2019 Bureau of Land Management Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Plans 

Key Conservation 
Measures by BLM Sub-

Regional Plan 

Colorado Idaho Oregon Nevada/ 
NE California Utah Wyoming Montana North 

Dakota 
South 

Dakota 
2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2015 2015 2015 

Protects Sage-Grouse 
Strongholds   

 
  

 
   

Protects Breeding, Nesting 
and Brood-Rearing 
Habitats  

 
 

  
 

   

Limits Disturbance from 
Development in Priority 
Habitat    

 
 

    

Limits Density of 
Development in Priority 
Habitat 

 
    

 
 

  

Requires Common  
Sense Fluid Mineral 
Development  

 
  

   
 

 
 

Supports Science-Based 
Vegetation Management 

 
  

   
 

 
 

Restricts Disposal of Sage-
Grouse Habitat on Public 
Lands 

 
  

   
 

 
 

  

Adopted conservation measure based on the best available science and informed by management experience. 

Partially adopted conservation measure, i.e., does not make it mandatory, defers application to future, project-level 
planning or allows for needless exceptions, waiver or modification of the measure.  

Did not adopt conservation measure based on the best available science and informed by management experience. 

 Plan not amended. 



 

Comparison of Key Conservation Measures in the 2015 and 2019 
Bureau of Land Management Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Plans 

Key Conservation 
Measures by BLM Sub-

Regional Plan 

Colorado Idaho Oregon Nevada/ 
NE California Utah Wyoming Montana North 

Dakota 
South 

Dakota 
2015 2019 2015 2019 2015 2019 2015 2019 2015 2019 2015 2019 2015 2015 2015 

Protects Sage-Grouse 
Strongholds                

Protects Breeding, Nesting 
and Brood-Rearing 
Habitats 

               

Limits Disturbance from 
Development in Priority 
Habitat 

             

Limits Density of 
Development in Priority 
Habitat 

             

Requires Common  
Sense Fluid Mineral 
Development  

               

Supports Science-Based 
Vegetation Management 

               

Restricts Disposal of Sage-
Grouse Habitat on Public 
Lands 

               

 

  Adopted conservation measure based on the best available science and informed by management experience. 

Partially adopted conservation measure, i.e., does not make it mandatory, defers application to future, project-level 
planning or allows for needless exceptions, waiver or modification of the measure.  

Did not adopt conservation measure based on the best available science and informed by management experience. 

 Plan not amended. 


