
Cadet Senior Airman Giuliano Bussadori returns from 
flight training as part of the Cadet Wings program, 
where CAP helps provide guidance toward earning a 
private pilot certificate.
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oving to Washington in 2018 
from Canada was an 

overwhelming experience for 18‐year‐
old Giuliano Bussadori. “Life was 
hard,” he said. “The transition from a 
foreign school was jarring, and friends 
were hard to find.” Then COVID‐19 hit. 
Finding confidence was difficult. That 
began changing when he and his 
father then joined Civil Air Patrol as 
members of the Washington Wing’s 
Paine Field Composite Squadron. 

Bussadori's dad and grandfather 
were both pilots. “It was a passion 
instilled in me as far back as I can 
remember," he said. “My dad had a 
flight simulator when I was a little boy, 
and I used to spend so many hours on 
it. That was as close as I could get to 

flying. I wasn't certain that I’d be able 
to achieve a pilot’s certificate.” 

CAP's Cadet Wings program is a 
merit‐based, U.S. Air Force‐funded 
opportunity for cadets pursuing a 
private pilot certificate. Upon 
finishing, cadets meet every milestone 
needed to achieve that dream. 

Bussadori had no doubts about 
seeking enrollment in Cadet Wings. “It 
was difficult to find a job or even 
volunteer during COVID. This 
presented a perfect opportunity.” 
After an ultra‐competitive selection 
process, he earned his Federal 
Aviation Administration private pilot 
certificate in only five months. 

But CAP gave more: personal growth 
and community connection. “Having 

lived in three countries, you kind of 
end up working things out yourself, 
like a lone wolf. Joining CAP has 
helped me get friends, connect with 
pilots, and has lifted my perspective. I 
found that talking with fellow pilots, 
they jumped in to help. It let me focus 
on something other than trying to fit 
in and work.” 

After college, Giuliano may join the 
Air Force. He intends to fly more for 
CAP, having achieved a high‐
performance rating. 

Throughout Washington, people 
come to the wing and find life‐
changing opportunities to contribute 
and grow, learning leadership skills 
and changing careers and lives.   

M

CAP Provides a Path 
to a Pilot’s Certificate 
and a Career
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Volunteer Members 
690 adult members 
625 cadets 
71 aircrew personnel 
808 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
32 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
13 single‐engine 
2 gliders 
 
Vehicles 
23 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
15 VHF/FM repeaters 
311 VHF/FM stations 
46 HF stations 
 
Missions 
0 search and rescue missions 
     9 lives saved* 
     13 finds* 
* Includes lives saved and finds 
credited with national team support 
5 disaster relief missions 
2 air defense intercept training and 
     evaluation missions 
5 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
6 other Air Force support missions 
18 training missions 
2 other state support missions 
6 other missions in support of partner 
     agencies and organizations or local 
     municipalities 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   62nd Airlift Wing Low‐Level Route 
     Survey 
•   Felix Hawks 
 
COVID‐19 Mission Support 
•   Vaccination point of distribution  
 
Cadet Flying 
131 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
1,653 
 
Financial 
$5,433,759 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 

Region Commander (Interim)  
Col. Virginia M. Nelson 
vnelson@capnhq.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Shelly J. Norman 
shelly.norman@wawg.cap.gov 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Col. Theodore A. Tax 
T2fly@aol.com 
 
Wing Info 
1155 Barnes Blvd. 
Joint Base Lewis McChord, WA 98438‐
1301 
360‐557‐3938 
 
Website 
www.wawg.cap.gov 
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