
Two young girls sit in a CAP aircraft 
displayed during Airman Appreciation 
Day in Burlington. 
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VERMONT WING

Volunteers’ Service 
Goes On Despite 
COVID-19 Pandemic

his past year, the Vermont Wing 
was engaged with schools 

throughout the state in offering 
educational resources through 
materials and in‐class lessons. Wing 
members met with K‐10 students to 
review the basics of flight, aviation in 
Vermont, aerospace history, and other 
topics.  

The wing’s educational mission 
thrived despite the COVID‐19 
pandemic. Members provided dozens 
of virtual, free, and age‐appropriate 
aerospace and STEM materials and 
curricula from numerous Vermont and 
national scientific and educational 
institutions to educators, 
administrators and home‐schooled 
students.  

The wing also maintained a robust 
agenda of online outreach activities as 

well as in‐person educational activities 
for cadets statewide when pandemic‐
related restrictions permitted. Regular 
updates were provided to a dozen 
middle and elementary school 
teachers and administrators as well as 
home‐school pods, featuring news of 
free STEM educational webinars, 
interactive classroom sessions with 
astronauts and scientists, and offers of 
free curricula materials and hands‐on 
STEM kits. The wing also secured 
multiple flight simulators for cadets 
statewide to continue their hands‐on 
familiarization with flight while 
earthbound.  

The wing has also maintained a high 
state of readiness for its emergency 
services missions — search and 
rescue, aerial photography of affected 
areas that might be needed to assist 
the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency and other agencies in the 
event of a disaster, and others.  

The wing saw a gain of 32 cadets 
and inaugurated a new cadet 
squadron in Bennington in early 2021. 
Like their more experienced 
counterparts in the cadet corps, many 
of the new recruits are looking for 
ways to serve their communities and 
build a good foundation for careers 
and adult life. Cadets gained skills in 
aviation — through orientation flights 
in gliders and powered aircraft — as 
well as leadership, aerospace 
education, physical training, and other 
areas.  

The wing’s partnership with the 
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks 
and Recreation continued in 2021. 
CAP aircraft enabled the department 
to identify landscapes devastated by 
invasive insects and other threats.  
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Volunteer Members 
137 adult members 
92 cadets 
33 aircrew personnel 
154 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
8 squadrons at 5 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
3 single‐engine 
 
Vehicles 
9 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
4 VHF/FM repeaters 
78 VHF/FM stations 
16 HF stations 
 
Missions 
1 search and rescue mission 
     1 find* 
* Includes find credited with national 
team support 
3 CAP, Air Force ROTC and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
2 other Air Force support missions 
25 training missions 
2 other state support missions 
 
 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   Forest Surveys for Vermont Agency 
     of Natural Resources 
•   Air Force ROTC orientation flight 
     weekend for Norwich University 
 
Cadet Flying 
1,009 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air 
     Force Junior ROTC cadet 
     orientation flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
492 
 
Financial 
$60,000 in state funding 
$766,461 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 
 

Region Commander   
Col. Everett C. Hume 
ehume@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Richard C. Beach 
rbeach@vtcap.org 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. Scott A. Lowe 
slowe@vtcap.org 
  
Wing Info 
105 NCO Drive 
South Burlington, VT 05403‐5843 
802‐660‐8057 
 
Website 
vtwg.cap.gov 
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