
Lt. Col. Max Kiefer congratulates his grandson, 
Cadet Capt. Kaden Ames, who received his Solo 
Award through the National Flight Academy 
program.
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ax Kiefer, a Civil Air Patrol 
lieutenant colonel, never could 

have dreamt of the impact he would 
have on his community when a friend 
brought him to a squadron meeting in 
1985. Over the next 37 years, Kiefer 
would use his skills as a pilot to serve 
his community. While he helped save 
lives and locate crash sites, for him it 
has been volunteering with cadets 
that has had the greatest impact. 

Utah Wing pilots, like Kiefer, 
volunteer their time and expertise to 
help mentor the next generation 
about aerospace, aviation careers and 
service to others. CAP cadets (ages 12 
to 20) can obtain hands‐on experience 

in an aircraft through five orientation 
flights in high‐wing small aircraft. 
Cadets interested in aviation can gain 
more experience through flight 
academies and can earn their private 
pilot license through the Cadet Wings 
program. 

Aerospace education opportunities 
do not end when a cadet becomes an 
adult. The Utah Wing provides training 
and mentoring opportunities for all 
pilots. From mountain flying clinics to 
search and rescue exercises, the Utah 
Wing provides pilots opportunities to 
hone their skills and professionalism. 
Utah pilots have answered the call and 
this past year, the Utah Wing was 

recognized as fourth in the nation for 
aircraft utilization. 

Over his time volunteering with CAP, 
Kiefer has taken 385 cadets on 
orientation rides. This summer he was 
able to see the impact of one of those 
mentorship moments. Trace Bradshaw 
had his first experience with flying 
under Kiefer’s tutelage, and it inspired 
Bradshaw to become a pilot. This past 
summer, Bradshaw completed the 
circle at the Utah Wing Powered Flight 
Academy, where he instructed two 
cadets that were able to solo an 
aircraft. One of these students was 
Cadet Capt. Kaden Ames — Kiefer’s 
grandson. 
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Volunteer Members 
347 adult members 
323 cadets 
83 aircrew personnel 
354 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
14 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
8 single‐engine 
2 gliders 
 
Vehicles 
15 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
14 VHF/FM repeaters 
136 VHF/FM stations 
36 HF stations 
 
Missions 
2 search and rescue missions 
     1 life saved* 
     4 finds* 
* Includes life saved and finds credited 
with national team support 
1 air defense intercept training and 
     evaluation mission 
3 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
2 other Air Force support missions 
13 training missions 
1 other state support mission 
 
 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   388th Fighter Wing track‐of‐
     interest training 
•   Utah Water Department sample 
     transport 
 
Cadet Flying 
1,431 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air 
     Force Junior ROTC cadet 
     orientation flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
1,964 
 
Financial 
$80,000 in state funding 
$2,381,070 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 
 

Region Commander   
Col. Jeffrey L. Johnson 
jjohnson@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Jason R. Hess 
jhess@cap.gov 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. Andreas K. Wesemann 
andreas.wesemann@utwg.cap.gov 
 
Wing Info 
640 N. 2360 W. 
Salt Lake, UT 84116 
801‐282‐8994 
 
Website 
utwg.cap.gov 
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