
Cadet Capt. Emerson Garfield, cadet 
commander for the Murfreesboro 
Composite Squadron, moves supplies 
in the warehouse set up for flooding 
victims.
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arly Aug. 21, a stalled weather 
front west of Nashville led to 

repeated thunderstorms with record‐
breaking rainfall. Over 17 inches of 
rain fell in five middle Tennessee 
counties, damaging or destroying over 
700 homes and numerous businesses 
and killing 20 individuals. Flooding, 
debris, and traffic left numerous local 
roads, state highways, and the 
interstate impassable, further 
hindering rescue and recovery efforts. 
Several bridges and roads were also 
heavily damaged or washed away, 
yielding long‐term adverse effects. 
The severity of the damage and 
destruction led to a federal disaster 
declaration for four counties. 

The Tennessee Wing initially 
responded to the disaster by 
launching three photography flights to 
capture overhead imagery of the 
affected areas. The Civil Air Patrol 
planes swept over 2,000 square miles 
documenting the devastation caused 
by the flooding, with over 900 photos 
delivered to the Tennessee Emergency 
Management Agency. 

In addition, 49 senior members and 
cadets then worked alongside federal, 
state, and local governments and 
volunteer agencies to help staff 
emergency distribution centers, 
sorting and packaging supplies as well 
as providing communications and 
other logistical support. A mobile 
command trailer and portable VHF 

repeater supported communications 
while corporate vehicles were used to 
deliver supplies. Many of these 
activities occurred under challenging 
conditions, including a heat index 
exceeding 100. Over four days, 
members provided over 1,048 
volunteer hours of service, valued at 
almost $30,000. 

A Tennessee State Guard senior 
noncommissioned officer at one of 
the distribution centers told wing 
officials, “I want to thank your cadets 
for a job well done. All those young 
men and women handled themselves 
in a professional manner. They 
completed every task that was 
assigned to them, without complaint, 
and in a timely manner.” 

E

Tennessee Wing 
Responds to Deadly 
Flooding

Tennessee-Wing-Handout.qxp_Layout 1  2/4/22  1:59 PM  Page 1



Volunteer Members 
642 adult members 
349 cadets 
93 aircrew personnel 
628 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
35 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
8 single‐engine 
1 glider 
 
Vehicles 
16 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
14 VHF/FM repeaters 
171 VHF/FM stations 
33 HF stations 
 
Missions 
9 search and rescue missions 
     6 finds* 
* Includes finds credited with national 
team support 
1 disaster relief mission 
1 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     mission 
3 other Air Force support missions 
18 training missions 
1 other state support mission 
1 other mission in support of partner 
     agencies and organizations or local 
     municipalities 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   Flooding response 
•   Waverly disaster point of 
     distribution  
 
COVID‐19 Mission Support 
•   Humphries point of distribution  
 
Cadet Flying 
105 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
1,247 
 
Financial 
$2,993,441 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 
 

Region Commander   
Col. Andrea M. Van Buren 
avanburen@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. George R. Borsari III 
rob.borsari@tncap.us 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. Jason S. Alley 
jalley@tnwg.cap.gov 
 
Wing Info 
2441 E. General Aviation Drive 
Alcoa, TN 37701 
 
Website 
tncap.us 
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