
This is an aerial CAP photo of Block Island Wind Farm, the first commercial offshore 
wind farm in the U.S.
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RHODE ISLAND WING 

Volunteers  
Work to Make 
Renewable Energy 
Safer for Wildlife

n addition to carrying out Civil Air 
Patrol’s all‐important programs of 

aerospace education, cadet programs, 
and emergency response, the Rhode 
Island Wing is continually exploring 
new and innovative ways to service its 
communities, state, and nation.  

During the summer the wing, in 
collaboration with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the University of 
Rhode Island, began research and 
calibration efforts of critical and 
specialized equipment used to track 
endangered wildlife at and around the 
nation's wind farms. The program is 
expected to continue well into this 
summer and fall. 

“The Rhode Island Wing played a 
vital role in these calibration surveys 
by conducting extensive systematic 
transects with a transmitter attached 
to the wing of their aircraft,” said 
Professor Peter Paton of the 
University of Rhode Island. “This 
collaboration between biologists at 
the University of Rhode Island, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and CAP 
represents a unique approach to 
solving a complex problem.  

“Analysis of the data collected 
during those surveys is ongoing, but 
initial results suggest this mission was 
highly successful and will lead to 
strong insights into using these 

cutting‐edge transmitters to track 
birds near offshore turbines,” Paton 
said. 

The project will go a long way in 
aiding efforts in minimizing and 
mitigating possible long‐lasting and 
far‐reaching wind turbine effects on 
wildlife. The research and the data 
collected will also assist agencies at 
both the state and federal levels and 
should prove to be crucial in helping 
to formulate rules, regulations, 
policies, and procedures protecting 
wildlife while pursuing and developing 
renewable energy across the country. 
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Volunteer Members 
97 adult members 
76 cadets 
19 aircrew personnel 
110 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
7 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
2 single‐engine 
 
Vehicles 
9 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
3 VHF/FM repeaters 
50 VHF/FM stations 
13 HF stations 
 
Missions 
1 search and rescue mission 
     1 find* 
* Includes find credited with national 
team support 
2 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     JROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
2 other Air Force support missions 
11 training missions 
1 other mission in support of partner 
     agencies and organizations or local 
     municipalities 
 
 
 
 

Significant Event Supported 
•   University of Rhode Island and U.S. 
     Fish and Wildlife migratory bird 
     tracking 
 
Cadet Flying 
281 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     JROTC cadet orientation flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
312 
 
Financial 
$607,033 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 
 
 

Region Commander   
Col. Everett C. Hume 
ehume@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Philip G. Hirons Jr. 
phirons@riwg.cap.gov  
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. Robert M. Gubala II  
401‐464‐0290  
rgubala@riwg.cap.gov  
 
Wing Info 
19 Foster Road 
Cranston, RI 02920 
401‐462‐3046 
 
Website 
riwg.cap.gov 

Rhode Island Wing 
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