
“We are stronger together,” Col. 
Aaron Oliver, Oklahoma Wing 
commander, told a packed room of 
members. Less than a week after 
taking command, Oliver challenged 
the wing’s members to carry out 100 
cadet orientation flights the first 60 
days of his command.  

“Cadets love to fly,” he said. “It 
won’t be easy, but I believe our 
passion for this program will bring us 
to do great things. Through the U.S. 
Air Force, we have the resources 
necessary to make these flights 
happen. This is a lofty goal, but I know 
this — we are stronger together. It is 
in that unity of purpose that we can 
accomplish anything we set our minds 
to. I want us to focus on flight.” 

At Tulsa International Airport, 17‐
year‐old Cadet Airman Anna Lyon 
experienced her first flight in the 
program with Maj. Gen.‐Select Edward 
D. Phelka, soon to become Civil Air 
Patrol’s national commander and CEO. 
The one‐hour flight in a single‐engine 
plane introduced Lyon to the scientific 
principles that make flight possible. 
She learned about navigation, 
weather, aircraft instruments, flight 
maneuvers, and more. 

“My favorite part of cadet 
orientation flights is providing a first‐
flight experience for cadets,” said 
Phelka, a former cadet himself. “I 
really enjoy being a part of a cadet’s 
discovery of aviation. I get a sense of 
accomplishment if the cadet has a 

great time and wants to go on another 
flight.” 

Lyon’s day began by helping Phelka 
conduct a preflight inspection of their 
aircraft. The two taxied the plane to 
the runway, gave it full throttle and 
took off, climbing to 3,000 feet. While 
aloft, Lyon handled the controls during 
the flight’s noncritical stages. 

“That’s the best thing I’ve ever done 
in my life,” she exclaimed afterward. “I 
can’t wait to do it again.” 

The 60‐day goal was crushed in 32 
days with the wing flying 134 cadet 
orientation flights, showing that the 
wing’s volunteers are, indeed, 
stronger together.  

 

Then Maj. Gen.‐Select Edward D. Phelka 
shares his love for aviation with Cadet 
Airman Anna Lyon during an Oklahoma 
Wing orientation flight.
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Volunteer Members 
385 adult members 
290 cadets 
71 aircrew personnel 
449 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
16 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
10 single‐engine 
1 glider 
 
Vehicles 
20 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
13 VHF/FM repeaters 
207 VHF/FM stations 
29 HF stations 
 
Missions 
4 search and rescue missions 
     4 finds* 
* Includes finds credited with national 
team support 
6 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
3 other Air Force support missions 
20 training missions 
7 other missions in support of partner 
     agencies and organizations or local 
     municipalities 
 
 

Significant Event Supported 
•   Falcon Virgo 
  
Cadet Flying 
487 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
1,504 
 
Financial 
$20,000 in state funding 
$2,076,689 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 

Region Commander  
Col. Martha C. Morris 
mmorris@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Aaron E. Oliver 
aaron.e.oliver@okwgcap.org 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. David E. McCollum 
david.e.mccollum@okwgcap.org 
 
Wing Info 
3800 A Ave. 
Tinker AFB, OK 73145‐9126 
 
Website 
okwg.cap.gov 
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