CAP RTC wing inserts 2019.qxp_Layout 1 2/6/20 4:28 PM Page 55

Nebraska Wing

Members Respond to Historic Flooding
n From March 14-May 31, Nebraska
Wing members actively supported local
communities directly affected historic
flooding, working with local emergency managers, the state Emergency
Management Agency, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and
the Environmental Protection Agency.
More than 75% of the state requested
emergency support, but with many of
the state’s roads damaged or underwater, most communities along the overflowing waterways — primarily the
Elkhorn, Platte and Missouri rivers —
were cut off from relief support, food
and clean water sources.
Wing members assisted the
affected communities with evacuations, shelter support and management
and delivery of essential food supplies
to evacuation centers. Members in cut-

off communities helped staff emergency centers, providing essential communications and support, sometimes
for up to 20 hours a day.
When efforts began to fly food and
personnel into the city of Fremont,
wing members handled the “Fremont
Airlift” with professionalism, ensuring
the safety of air traffic entering and
departing Fremont Municipal Airport
and minimizing congestion.
Wing members also assisted from
the air, providing damage assessment
photos of areas where levee breaches
had occurred. Survey flights with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers before
the floodwaters reached eastern
Nebraska proved helpful in determining what parts of the levee
system might fail as the levels reached
record heights.

In some areas sUAS (small
Unmanned Aerial Systems) equipment
was used to determine the extent
of flood damage. Members also
responded to Air Force Rescue Coordination Center assignments to search
for missing individuals swept away following dam failures, as well as to
requests from the Prairie Rose Indian
Reservation to fly over its waterways
and examine its infrastructure.
A Nebraska Wing damage
assessment photo shows the
floodwaters swamping Camp
Ashland on March 17.
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Nebraska Wing
Volunteer Members
262 adult members
199 cadets
50 aircrew personnel
294 emergency responders
Squadrons
16 locations statewide
Aircraft
6 single engine
Vehicles
18 vehicles
Interoperable Communications
14 VHF/FM repeaters
174 VHF/FM stations
38 HF stations
Missions
6 search and rescue missions
2 finds*
* Includes finds credited with
national team support
1 disaster relief mission

2019 STATISTICS

7 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flight missions
5 other Air Force support missions
22 training missions
4 other state support missions
1 other mission in support of partner
agencies and organizations or local
municipalities
Significant Events Supported
in Fiscal Year 2019
Spring Ice and Flood Surveys;
Rosebud Reservation Flood
Assessment; EPA River Surveys;
State Fire Patrols
Cadet Flying
358 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flights
Total Hours Flown
850
Financial
$70,830 in state funding
$1,367,658 value of wing’s
volunteer hours

National Commander
Maj. Gen. Mark E. Smith
msmith@cap.gov
Region Commander
Col. Regena M. Aye
raye@ncr.cap.gov
Wing Commander
Col. Robert W. Whelan Jr.
rwwhelan@juno.com
Gov. Relations Advisor
Lt. Col. Karl K. Eisbach
gr@nebraskacivilairpatrol.org
Wing Info
P.O. Box 155
Ashland, NE 68003-0155
402-944-2504
Website
www.nebraskacivilairpatrol.org

