
hen the Nebraska
Wing held its annual

Ground Team Academy-
Pathfinder this past sum-

mer, the training became real.

Not far away, a woman had
gone paddle-boarding on the
swollen waters of the Platte
River. When her husband went
looking for help to extract her
from the river, he stumbled on
the Pathfinder campground
just before dark. 

Maj. Isaac Piper, Lt. Col. 
Jim Kuddes, Capt. Laine
Carstensen and 2nd Lt.
Kameron Graham, all members
of the Fremont Cadet
Squadron, responded by tak-
ing a pickup to search the
riverbank. When the road ran
out, Piper and Kuddes went on
foot; Carstensen and Graham

looked for another route 
while also providing communi-
cations support.

Meanwhile, 2nd Lt. Greg
Vaughn called 911, and he and
2nd Lts. Andrea Vaughn and
Jody Hintz of the Fremont Cadet
Squadron and Capt. Darren
Stroub of the Siouxland Com-
posite Squadron arranged to
lead emergency services per-
sonnel to the scene.

Kuddes spotted the woman’s
blue light. When he and Piper
approached, she was on her
paddleboard, paddle wedged
in the mud to keep her from
floating downstream. Piper lay
on the bank and grabbed the
board while Kuddes clasped
his ankles to hold him from
slipping, and then helped the
woman get to shore.

The three trudged through
swampy terrain to get back to
the road, where they were
met by paramedics. Other
than numerous mosquito
bites, the woman was OK.

“The efforts of the CAP
team resulted in rescuing an
individual, who could have
gone downstream a significant
distance or capsized the paddle-
board and gone into very fast-
moving and deep water in the
dark, possibly causing a
drowning situation,” said 
Col. Steve Kuddes, Nebraska
Wing commander. 

“Outstanding teamwork by
all involved resulted in one
more individual being able to
enjoy life with their family
members. Well done,” he said.
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nebraska Wing ground team Academy
staff and trainees assemble for a photo.
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>> Uses positive role model and mentoring programs.

>> 80 percent of wing’s squadrons have STEM programs.

7 0  y e a r s
As U.S. Air force Auxiliary

Wing Commander
Col. Steven W. Kuddes
swkuddes@gmail.com

gov. Relations Advisor
Lt. Col. Karl K. Eisbach 
keisbach@neb.rr.com

Wing info
P.O. Box 155
Ashland, NE 68003-0155
402-944-2504

Website
www.nebraskacivilairpatrol.org

Volunteer members
272 adult members
225 cadets
47 aircrew personnel
318 emergency responders

Squadrons
17 locations statewide

Aircraft
6 single engine

Vehicles
16 vehicles

interoperable Communications
14 VHF/FM repeaters
176 VHF/FM stations
38 HF stations

missions
3 search and rescue missions

2 finds*
* Includes lives saved and finds

credited with national team
support

5 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flight missions
9 training missions
2 other state support missions
2 other missions in support of
partner agencies and organizations or
local municipalities

Significant Events Supported 
in Fiscal Year 2018
Pine Ridge and Sand Hills Fire Patrols

Cadet Flying
367 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flights

total Hours Flown
739

Financial
$1.4 million value of wing’s 
volunteer hours
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