
ivil Air Patrol’s Montana Wing 
works to build capable leaders 

for the next generation, help those in 
need when it matters most, and pass 
on the knowledge and love of aviation 
to encourage future aviators.  

Starting in September, with newly 
secured funding from the state 
Legislature, the wing instituted a 
program to train certified flight 
instructors to cover a shortfall of 
instructors to certify members 
internally. The program allows the 
wing to increase its number of pilots 
and extend its capabilities to aid 
authorities in search, rescue, and 
disaster relief missions, particularly in 
counties without funding for such 
resources. It will also reduce the cost 
to train pilots and make up the 
difference — paying for itself after just 
four new pilots are trained and 
certified.  

Wing leaders have strived to build 
relationships with county sheriffs’ 
offices across the state to offer them 
assistance in search and rescue 
operations. The wing is ahead of 
schedule in providing demonstration 
flights during its exercises to show 
sheriffs its capabilities. 

The Montana Wing held its second 
annual staff encampment. Staff 
trained 105 cadets — 32% of the 
entire wing's membership — in 
becoming better leaders and 
introduced them to various career 
fields in aerospace and STEM. This was 
the largest encampment in 30 years.  

As a part of spreading enthusiasm 
for aviation, members made 
aerospace education presentations in 
schools. Last year the ACE Plus project 
began in the town of Crow Agency. 
ACE Plus takes CAP members into the 

classroom to get students excited 
about aerospace. As a result, the wing 
has grown its aerospace education 
membership from eight to 13 and is 
beginning to ramp up the Teacher 
Orientation Flight program with the 
new infusion of pilots.  

Recently, the wing partnered with 
the state Division of Aeronautics and 
with Park County and others to rebuild 
the Wilsall Airstrip. Members assisted 
in filling in gopher holes, plowing ruts 
from vehicles on the runway, and 
placing new runway cone markers for 
future aviators.  

“These are just a few of the many 
objectives CAP is engaged in to help 
better the communities in Montana. 
Just imagine what we will accomplish 
this year,” said Col. Spencer R. 
Gilchrist, wing commander. 

Cadets climb the obstacle wall at the 
Montana Wing encampment, the largest in 
the state in more than 30 years.
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Volunteer Members 
159 adult members 
166 cadets 
37 aircrew personnel 
220 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
11 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
6 single‐engine 
 
Vehicles 
13 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
12 VHF/FM repeaters 
120 VHF/FM stations 
41 HF stations 
 
Missions 
4 search and rescue missions 
     4 lives saved* 
     11 finds* 
* Includes lives saved and finds 
credited with national team support 
1 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     mission 
3 other Air Force support missions 
17 training missions 
2 other state support missions 
 
 

COVID‐19 Mission Support 
•   Shelter support 
 
Cadet Flying 
149 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
611 
 
Financial 
$45,000 in state funding 
$1,024,463 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov  

Region Commander 
Col. Jeffrey L. Johnson 
jjohnson@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Spencer R. Gilchrist 
sgilchrist@mtwg.cap.gov 
 
Wing Info 
P.O. Box 1887  
Great Falls, MT 59403  
406‐731‐3322  
 
Website 
mtwg.cap.gov 
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