
adet Chief Master Sgt. Svetlana 
Ehlers of the Missouri Wing’s 

Platte Valley Composite Squadron is 
visually impaired but still achieving the 
success she always dreamed of. Her 
journey is a story of overcoming a 
disability, building confidence, and 
learning to advocate for herself. Lt. 
Col. Shannon Brown, the wing’s 
diversity officer, describes Ehlers as 
“fearless.” 

In 2016, at age 12, Ehlers joined CAP 
with her mother's urging. She 
describes her most significant 
challenge as gaining self‐confidence. 
Embracing leadership, she has 
stepped out of her comfort zone to 
show other cadets that she could do 

anything they could do — including 
serving as a flight sergeant in her 
squadron. 

“Even though she has a vision 
disability, she has the ability to focus 
herself and others not to see what she 
doesn't have, but what she can 
provide to the organization,” said her 
squadron commander, Capt. Michael 
Spry. She “embraces the sheer aspect 
of determination without sacrificing 
her ability to command and lead 
others,” he said. 

She will soon earn CAP's Gen. Billy 
Mitchell Award, making her a cadet 
second lieutenant. She doesn’t plan to 
stop there. Earning additional CAP 
awards would be great, but she is 

more focused on following the cadet 
oath to “advance my education and 
training rapidly,” providing an example 
to her peers. 

Ehlers wants to use her experiences 
to help teach cadets how to interact 
with someone with a disability. She 
believes she, and others like her, 
should be viewed as ordinary people 
who can do anything, even if they 
must use different techniques. She 
“can bring positive awareness to CAP 
that those young men and women 
who may be visually challenged can 
thrive in an organization that treats 
them with the respect and integrity 
everyone deserves,” Spry said. 

Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Svetlana Ehlers of 
the Platte Valley Composite Squadron 
descends from a rappelling tower during 
encampment.
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Volunteer Members 
495 adult members 
352 cadets 
83 aircrew personnel 
534 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
30 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
8 single‐engine 
1 glider 
 
Vehicles 
22 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
15 VHF/FM repeaters 
214 VHF/FM stations 
34 HF stations 
 
Missions 
4 search and rescue missions 
     2 finds* 
* Includes finds credited with national 
team support 
7 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
5 other Air Force support missions 
26 training missions 
3 other state support missions 
1 other mission in support of partner 
agencies and organizations or local 
municipalities 
 
 
 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   Whiteman AFB Low‐Level Route 
     Survey 
•   Missouri Department of Natural 
     Resources support 
•   Minuteman II Intercontinental 
     Ballistic Missile Site Surveys 
 
COVID‐19 Mission Support 
•   Vaccine transport 
 
Cadet Flying 
497 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
1,176 
 
Financial 
$30,370 in state funding 
$2,882,241 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 

National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 
Region Commander 
Col. John R. O'Neill 
joneill@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Thomas J. Martin Jr. 
tom.martin@mowgcap.org 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. Randall J. Fuller 
randy.fuller@mowgcap.org 
 
Wing Info 
P.O. Box 5044 
Whiteman AFB, MO 65305‐1094 
417‐779‐5138 
 
Website 
mowg.cap.gov 
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