
he Mississippi Wing has invested 
heavily in small Unmanned 

Aerial Systems, more commonly 
known as drones, to support Civil Air 
Patrol’s national, regional, and state 
emergency services and its aerospace 
education program. 

Over the past year the wing spent 
more than $45,000 to provide each 
unit with one or more fully mission‐
capable sUAS and two training sUAS 
for members to practice with and log 
flying time. By investing in remote 
sensing provided by sUAS, the wing 
gives decision‐makers the increased 
ability to understand the disaster 
landscape and send critical resources 
where needed.  

By this spring, every squadron in the 
Mississippi Wing will have teams able 
to respond to requirements anywhere 
in the state on short notice. This will 
extend the wing’s aerial and ground 
capabilities and provide members the 
tools and skills needed to respond and 
recover following a natural disaster or 
search and rescue mission. 

The Mississippi Wing has been at 
the forefront of the CAP sUAS program 
nationally. Wing members serve at a 
national level guiding the program, 
and the wing has the largest sUAS 
fleet in the Southeast. These aircraft 
provide both training opportunities 
and the ability to deploy on post‐
disaster mapping and survey missions 

in support of not only local but also 
federal agencies, like the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.  

The program also provides an outlet 
for exploring new technology and 
provides cadets, in particular, with 
insight into aerospace opportunities 
and possible career paths. Cadets 12 
and up may serve as CAP recreational 
pilots and technicians. At 16, cadets 
can earn sUAS mission pilot status. 
Both technicians and sUAS mission 
pilots can deploy with senior members 
to acquire imagery during a disaster 
event. 

“The growth of this program is 
extremely strong,” said Col. Robert 
Mims, wing commander.   

Cadets in the Mississippi Wing are involved 
in sUAS training, which makes it possible 
for them to deploy in response to disasters 
in their state or region.
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Volunteer Members 
331 adult members 
135 cadets 
70 aircrew personnel 
298 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
14 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
6 single‐engine 
 
Vehicles 
13 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
9 VHF/FM repeaters 
134 VHF/FM stations 
28 HF stations 
 
Missions 
2 search and rescue missions 
     2 lives saved* 
     2 finds* 
* Includes lives saved and finds 
credited with national team support 
Disaster relief missions 
Air defense intercept training and 
     evaluation mission 
CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
Other Air Force support missions 
Training missions 
Other state support mission 
Missions supporting partner agencies 
     and local municipalities 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   Sundown Coastal Patrols 
•   Respones to Hurricanes Ida, Delta, 
     and Zeta 
•   Columbus AFB Low‐Level Route 
     Survey 
 
Cadet Flying 
289 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
748 
 
Financial 
$84,903 in state funding 
$1,274,304 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 

Region Commander 
Col. Andrea M. Van Buren 
avanburen@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Robert P. Mims 
robert.mims@mswg.cap.gov 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Col. Mallory D. Woodcock 
mal.woodcock@mswg.cap.gov 
 
Wing Info 
1635 Airport Drive 
Jackson, MS 39209‐3402 
662‐234‐9252 
 
Website 
mswg.cap.gov 
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