
he Michigan Wing is a national 
leader in glider operations for 

cadets. What began in 2016 with one 
orientation instructor and two glider 
pilots has grown to an operation with 
seven orientation pilots and a ground 
support staff of 14. The passion to 
start and expand the program has 
given hundreds of cadets across 
Michigan the opportunity to 
experience nonpowered flight. 

During an orientation glider ride, 
cadets can experience everything 
from a pure demonstration flight with 
steep turns, stalls, and thermal lift as 
a passenger to operating the controls 
most of the time above 1,000 feet. 
Each flight follows a nationally 

approved syllabus, featuring 
increased instruction and challenges 
as the cadet gains experience with 
successive flights.  

Aviation educators recognize the 
value of soaring in teaching stick‐and‐
rudder skills and an appreciation of 
the atmosphere, experienced directly 
and quietly with no engine. The U.S. 
Air Force Academy runs the largest 
glider operation in the country, 
recognizing that even fighter pilots 
and heavy‐lift pilots are well served by 
initial experience in gliders — and one 
of the Michigan Wing’s gliders actually 
flew at the academy. 

Cadets not only fly but actually run 
the operation on the ground. “The 

cadet leadership has created and 
perfected the ground‐team training 
and standardization,” said 2nd Lt. Carl 
Muntean, program director. “Cadet 
ground team members begin with the 
Soaring Society of America wing‐
runner program and CAP ground 
handling training, then progress 
through on‐the‐job training. Adult CAP 
members supervise, but the cadet 
ground team runs the operation with 
safety and precision.” 

The Michigan Wing offers glider 
flights about twice a month year‐
round. Five glider flights are part of 
the orientation flight program for 
cadets, along with five flights in 
powered aircraft. 

Cadet Imani Chambers of the Detroit 100th 
Composite Squadron flies a Michigan Wing 
glider over the Alpena community.
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Volunteer Members 
734 adult members 
496 cadets 
156 aircrew personnel 
793 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
51 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
12 single‐engine 
2 gliders 
 
Vehicles 
20 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
13 VHF/FM repeaters 
184 VHF/FM stations 
34 HF stations 
 
Missions 
7 search and rescue missions 
     1 life saved* 
     6 finds* 
* Includes life saved and finds credited 
with national team support 
1 disaster relief mission 
11 air defense intercept training and 
     evaluation missions 
5 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
4 other Air Force support missions 
12 training missions 
1 other state support mission 
3 other missions in support of partner 
     agencies and organizations or local 
     municipalities 
 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   Fertile Keynotes 
•   Alpena Combat Readiness Training 
     Center Military Training Routes 
     Survey 
•   Hancock City HAZMAT flight 
•   Northern Strike 
•   Brooksie Way Marathon 
 
Cadet Flying 
481 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
2,476 
 
Financial 
$4,149,688 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 

Region Commander 
Col. Rose M. Hunt 
rhunt@capnhq.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Christopher A. Ballard 
cballard@cap.gov 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. James H. Matthews 
jmatthews@cap.gov 
 
Wing Info 
P.O. Box 450048 
Selfridge ANGB, MI 48045‐4918 
586‐239‐2270 
 
Website 
miwg.cap.gov 

Michigan Wing 
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