
ix Maryland Wing cadets took
to the skies over Hagerstown
this summer in CAP Cessna
172s with the goal of soloing
for the first time. They were fly-
ing through the Robert Ayres
Memorial Flight Scholarship
Program, founded as the Mary-
land Wing Solo School in 1991
by Lt. Col. Robert Ayres.  

“Over 180 youth have joined
the ranks of pilots across the
world as a direct result of this
program,” said Lt. Col. John
Henderson, activity director for
the school. “To dream of flight
is one thing, but to actually
achieve it is an experience that
one who has not flown will
never be able to understand.”

Cadets from across the wing
apply for the school and then
participate in a rigorous and
competitive selection process.
All cadets must be at least 16
years of age and have earned
their Gen. Billy Mitchell Award.

Each cadet, upon success-
fully completing a first solo,
was congratulated by their class-
mates with the traditional water
dousing. The instructor then
completed the solo tradition
by cutting the shirt tails of their
student. The shirts would later
be inscribed by the student’s
instructor and displayed during
the graduation ceremony.

Former graduates of the 
Lt. Col. Robert Ayres Flight
Scholarship Program use the
skills and lessons learned from
from solo school. Many have
gone on to become U.S. Air
Force or commercial pilots or
serve as Civil Air Patrol pilots
teaching new cadets how to
fly. In 2018, eight Maryland
Wing cadets were selected to
receive scholarships to attend
Civil Air Patrol’s Advanced
National Flight Academy, a
five-week school where they
will continue their flight train-
ing and earn their private
pilot’s certificates.
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Flight Scholarship Program
 Benefits Cadets

Maryland Civil Air Patrol cadets become
pilots at the wing’s solo flight academy.
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Volunteer members
726 adult members
759 cadets
154 aircrew personnel
882 emergency responders

Squadrons
33 locations statewide

Aircraft
11 single engine

Vehicles
31 vehicles

interoperable Communications
10 VHF/FM repeaters
112 VHF/FM stations
20 HF stations

missions
12 search and rescue missions

9 finds*
* Includes lives saved and finds

credited with national team
support

10 air defense intercept training and
evaluation missions
6 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flight missions
28 training missions
7 other missions in support of
partner agencies and organizations 
or local municipalities

MD

i n t E r E S t i n g  fA C t S
>> 964 cadets flew over Maryland in past year. 

>> 129 hours were flown supporting FEMA.

2018 StAtiStiCS

7 0  y e a r s
As U.S. Air force Auxiliary

Wing Commander
Col. Joseph R. Winter
jwinter@cap.gov

gov. Relations Advisor
Lt. Col. Richard R. Stuart
rstuart@mer.cap.gov

Wing info
3085 Hernwood Road
Woodstock, MD 21163-1022
410-750-6394

Website
www.mdwg.cap.gov

Significant Events Supported in 
Fiscal Year 2018
Fertile Keynotes; Chesapeake Bay Patrols;
Maryland Wing Flight Academy; Tri-Wing
Encampment

Cadet Flying
1,281 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flights

total Hours Flown
1,940

Financial
$38,700 in state funding
$5 million value of wing’s volunteer hours


