
ighteen Civil Air Patrol cadets
learned to fly at the National
Powered Flight Academy at
Dewitt Field in Old Town,
Maine. Cadets aged 16-19
from every state in New Eng-
land and from as far away as
Florida, Michigan, Tennessee
and South Carolina received
training from 10 CAP certified
flight instructors from June 22-
30, with many making solo
flights by the academy’s end.

The academy has been held
in Old Town the last six years,
hosted by the city and airport
staff. Cadets receive 10 hours
of flight instruction and about
25 hours of ground school
training in flight rules and
aerodynamics. 

The Maine Wing also con-
tinues to maintain a close 
relationship with many state
government agencies that
commonly call for CAP assis-
tance. The wing is under con-
tract with the Bureau of
Forestry to provide forest fire
over-watch flights across the
state — the most heavily
forested in the U.S. — during
fire season in the spring and
fall. These flights allow bureau
water helicopters to respond
quickly to fires in remote areas. 

Last year the Maine Emer-
gency Management Agency
and the town of Greenville
requested a Maine Wing
ground team to secure the site
of an air crash near Greenville

Municipal Airport overnight
until the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board could
respond. In addition, the
Maine Warden Service asked
for the wing’s assistance in
two missing person searches,
and ground teams searched in
wet, cold conditions to cover
rugged rural areas of Berwick
and North Yarmouth.

The wing also participated
with the Maine National Guard
in a joint communications
exercise to test high frequency
radios for interoperability dur-
ing a mock statewide commu-
nications failure. 
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National Flight Academ
y Teaches Young Cadets to Fly

Cadets and flight instructors assemble for a group photo at
the national flight Academy at Dewitt field in Old town.
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ME

i n t E r E S t i n g  fA C t S
>> Has longer coastline (3,478
miles) than every state but
Alaska, Florida and Louisiana
—exceeds 5,000 miles count-
ing state’s islands.

>> Takes six hours and 23 minutes to
drive from Kittery to Allagash, 10
hours on U.S. Route 1; Maine Wing
planes can fly that distance in less
than three hours.

>> Serves in nation’s most
forested state (89 percent).
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As U.S. Air force Auxiliary
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Significant Event Supported in 
Fiscal Year 2018
November Storm Damage Assessment

Cadet Flying
63 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flights

total Hours Flown
552

Financial
$15,000 in state funding
$945,654 value of wing’s volunteer hours

Volunteer members
203 adult members
138 cadets
45 aircrew personnel
216 emergency responders

Squadrons
9 locations statewide

Aircraft
5 single engine

Vehicles
13 vehicles

interoperable Communications
10 VHF/FM repeaters
84 VHF/FM stations
29 HF stations

missions
6 search and rescue missions

4 finds*
* Includes lives saved and finds

credited with national team
support

1 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flight mission
16 training missions
4 other missions in support of
partner agencies and organizations 
or local municipalities


