
hen the call comes, members 
of Civil Air Patrol’s Kansas 

Wing are ready to serve their 
communities at a moment’s notice. 
There is no better example of this than 
the wing’s ongoing transport missions 
for the American Red Cross. 

Almost daily, Kansas Wing members 
have transported urgently needed 
blood products from the regional 
blood center in Wichita to hospitals in 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and 
Nebraska. Ground teams in vehicles 
complete most of the missions, but 
occasionally the distance and time‐
sensitive nature of the need require 
an aircrew to fly the blood products to 
the destination city. 

“The Kansas Wing is fortunate with 
how well it is integrated into 
operations with the American Red 
Cross,” said the Wichita‐based 
Emerald City Composite Squadron’s 
commander, Capt. Brad Hawthorne, 
who has participated in numerous 
transport missions. “I would like to see 
other wings also expand into urgent 
blood product transport missions. It is 
a rewarding way to give back to our 
community.” 

These can be long missions. 
Departing on a mission at sundown 
and not returning home until sun‐up 
the next day isn’t uncommon. Even so, 
the teams remain ready around the 
clock and the calendar to assist when 
needed. 

“For over two decades, the Kansas 
Wing has provided transportation 
support to the American Red Cross,” 
said Col. Roger Eaton, wing 
commander. “We have become 
extremely efficient in utilizing our 
ground vehicles to transport urgent 
medical packages.”  

“That capability was extended in the 
state’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, where the wing 
transported medicine, ventilators, and 
vaccines across the state — working 
with the Kansas National Guard, the 
Kansas Division of Emergency 
Management, and the Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment,” Eaton said. 

Maj. Aaron Diller loads emergency blood 
product for transport.
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Volunteer Members 
213 adult members 
164 cadets 
47 aircrew personnel 
248 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
13 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
5 single‐engine 
1 glider 
 
Vehicles 
16 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
15 VHF/FM repeaters 
114 VHF/FM stations 
34 HF stations 
 
Missions 
5 search and rescue missions 
     3 lives saved* 
     2 finds* 
* Includes lives saved and finds 
credited with national team support 
2 disaster relief missions 
8 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
5 other Air Force support missions 
11 training missions 
1 other state support mission 
151 other missions in support of 
     partner agencies and organizations 
     or local municipalities 
 
 
 

Significant Events Supported 
•   Red Cross transport missions 
•   284 Air Support Operations 
     Squadron close air support training 
  
COVID‐19 Mission Support 
•   Transporting completed test kits 
     and vaccines 
 
Cadet Flying 
198 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
541 
 
Financial 
$33,787.78 in state funding 
$1,188,977 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 

National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 
Region Commander  
Col. John R. O'Neill 
joneill@cap.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Roger G. Eaton 
roger.eaton@kswg.cap.gov 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Maj. A. W. Pickel 
aw@awpickel.com 
 
Wing Info 
3010 Arnold Ave. 
Salina, KS 67401‐8105 
785‐825‐0009 
 
Website 
kswg.cap.gov 
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