
or the third straight year, one
of the wing’s cadets received
CAP’s highest cadet achieve-
ment, the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz
Award. The wing also played
host to the Great Lakes Region
Cadet Competition, with more
than 100 cadets from six wings
participating.  

Cadets flew solo flights in
gliders and were trained to fly
planes at the annual Johnson
Flight Academy at Mattoon’s
Coles County Memorial Air-
port. In Carbondale, cadets
helped represent the wing at
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association (AOPA) Fly-In. 

Three Illinois cadets trav-
eled abroad as part of the
International Air Cadet
Exchange.  

At several events across the
state, cadets helped showcase
for the public the many sci-
ence, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) opportuni-
ties CAP offers. And in Wash-
ington, D.C., six Illinois Wing
cadets joined hundreds of CAP
members from across the
country in meeting with mem-
bers of Congress to help share
the message about the many
ways CAP provides valuable
services at the national,
regional, state and local levels.

The Illinois Wing is proud 
to offer numerous opportuni-
ties for its cadets, ages 12 to
20, who work hard to serve
their communities, state and
nation. Cadets learn important
leadership skills, and they
serve alongside CAP’s adult
members in providing help
during disasters and other
emergencies. They also enjoy
numerous opportunities to
explore STEM, with activities
ranging from model rocketry
to cyber security. 

This year’s accomplishments
illustrate the innovative ways
in which CAP enables young
people to challenge them-
selves to reach new heights.
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Cadets Soar to New

 Heights
Civil Air Patrol cadets across Illinois experienced a successful and exciting 2018 filled w

ith accom
plishm

ents. 

the CAP hot-air balloon makes an appearance at the 2018 Johnson
flight Academy at Coles County Memorial Airport in Mattoon. 
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Volunteer members
642 adult members
561 cadets
145 aircrew personnel
775 emergency responders

Squadrons
35 locations statewide

Aircraft
10 single engine
3 gliders

Vehicles
16 vehicles

interoperable Communications
12 VHF/FM repeaters
200 VHF/FM stations
26 HF stations

missions
7 search and rescue missions

4 finds*
* Includes lives saved and finds

credited with national team
support

5 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flight missions
68 training missions
1 other state support mission
8 other missions in support of
partner agencies and organizations 
or local municipalities

Significant Events Supported in 
Fiscal Year 2018
Johnson Flight Academy; Patriot North

Cadet Flying
640 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flights

total Hours Flown
1,429

Financial
$3.8 million value of wing’s 
volunteer hours

IL

i n t E r E S t i n g  fA C t S
>> Operates CAP’s longest-running (over 50 years) 
flight academy — Johnson Flight Academy.

>> CAP’s national command chief is Illinois resident.

>> Earned regional awards for Best Cadet Program 
and Disaster Relief Response in 2017.

2018 StAtiStiCS

7 0  y e a r s
As U.S. Air force Auxiliary

Wing Commander
Col. Robert M. Dempsey Jr.
rdempsey@ilwg.cap.gov

gov. Relations Advisor
Lt. Col. Harold R. Damron 
hdamron@ilwg.cap.gov

Wing info
P.O. Box 4027
St. Charles, IL 60174-9082
630-524-4400
www.ilwg.cap.gov


