
adets in Civil Air Patrol are like 
freight trains — it takes a lot to 

slow them down. Whether they are 
learning to fly through the Cadet 
Wings program, saving lives through 
emergency services and disaster relief 
efforts, or training the next generation 
of leaders, cadets don’t let anything 
get in their way. So it should come as 
no surprise that Georgia Wing cadets 
took the COVID‐19 pandemic in stride. 

While meeting stringent safety 
protocols, Georgia Wing members 
gathered five times in 2021 to 
celebrate cadets’ earning the highest 
achievement in the cadet program: 
the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Award. Less 
than one‐half of 1% of all cadets earn 
the award — a select company joined 

by nine Georgia Wing cadets in 2021, 
bringing the wing’s overall total to 71. 

Cadets qualify for the prestigious 
award after devoting an average of 
four years to progressing through 16 
achievements in the CAP cadet 
program. Along the way they develop 
self‐discipline, a strong sense of 
personal responsibility, the ability to 
lead and persuade, and the 
foundation necessary for pursuing a 
career in aviation, space, or 
technology. Award recipients are 
promoted to CAP’s highest cadet rank, 
cadet colonel. 

At a presentation ceremony in 2021, 
Maj. Gen. Thomas Grabowski, 
assistant adjutant general for the 
Georgia Air National Guard, turned to 

four new Spaatz cadets and said, “This 
is what is right with America.” The 
Spaatz award is customarily presented 
by general officers in the armed forces 
or even by members of Congress 
because of the outstanding 
accomplishments and displays of 
leadership cadets must achieve to 
earn it. 

As the Georgia Wing rang in the new 
year, members of the wing were 
poised to continue this trend of 
molding amazing young leaders 
toward careers in aerospace, 
emergency response, police, 
emergency medical services, the 
military, and anywhere else life takes 
them. 

New Cadet Cols. (from left) Harrison Haley, 
Gabrielle Brown, Hannah Neal, and William 
Laine gather for a photo at a Gen. Carl A. 
Spaatz Award ceremony held in their honor.
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Volunteer Members 
898 adult members 
706 cadets 
185 aircrew personnel 
1,055 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
42 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
11 single‐engine 
3 gliders 
 
Vehicles 
27 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
11 VHF/FM repeaters 
216 VHF/FM stations 
41 HF stations 
 
Missions 
7 search and rescue missions 
     9 finds* 
* Includes finds credited with national 
team support 
3 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
5 other Air Force support missions 
25 training missions 
1 other state support mission 
 

Significant Event Supported 
•   Joint Surveillance Target Attack 
     Radar System 
 
Cadet Flying 
727 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Air Force 
     Junior ROTC cadet orientation 
     flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
1,807 
 
Financial 
$65,780 in state funding 
$5,269,409 value of wing’s volunteer 
     hours 
 
National Commander 
Maj. Gen. Edward D. Phelka 
ephelka@cap.gov 
 

Region Commander 
Col. Andrea M. Van Buren 
avanburen@cap.gov 
 
 Wing Commander 
Col. Jeffrey L. Garrett 
jeffrey.garrett@gawg.cap.gov 
 
Gov. Relations Advisor 
Lt. Col. Jeffrey S. Chiu 
jeffrey.chiu@gawg.cap.gov 
   
Wing Info 
800A Dobbins Patrol Road, Hangar 5 
Dobbins AFB, GA 30069‐4210  
770‐428‐9031 
 
Website 
gawg.cap.gov  

Georgia Wing 
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