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Former Spaatz Cadet Leads 
NASA’s Human Space Flight

Programs in Russia

By Mitzi Palmer



5,500 miles east of Civil

Air Patrol National

Headquarters in Alabama, Sean Fuller spends his days

working at the forefront of NASA operations in Russia

that support human space flight.

“I never really thought I would be here,” said the

Texas Wing member, who recently moved his family to

Moscow to fully transition to his new position as director

of NASA’s Human Space Flight Programs — Russia.

“Each day provides new and interesting challenges

and I am truly enjoying the experience,” he explained.

“Some days I’m in my office in various meetings prepar-

ing for upcoming Soyuz launches and landings, some

days I’m in the mission control center discussing current

and near future ISS operations, some days I’m monitor-

ing crew training or participating in the meetings that

verify crew readiness for launch, and other days I am

either wishing the crew off at launch or welcoming them

home after a landing.”

Fuller, who has been an invaluable part of the Inter-

national Space Station for many years, is responsible for

astronaut crew training, technical and programmatic

integration between NASA and the Russian Space

Agency and crew launch and return operations in 

Kazakhstan. He also manages the liaisons operating at

Mission Control Center-M and NASA, the European

Space Agency, the Japanese Space Agency and the Cana-

dian Space Agency.

“I work with great people working on a superb project

that is for the benefit of mankind,” Fuller said. “I am

very fortunate to have wonderful colleagues from NASA,

Russia, the European Space Agency, Japan and Canada.

“Working with these professionals on such a large,

multinational program that is advancing mankind’s reach

into space is truly a highlight.”

Young CAP Cadet to Spaatz Recipient

From a very young age, Fuller knew he wanted to

work in the aerospace field.

“Perhaps that comes from my father’s role in the Mis-

souri Air National Guard and growing up around air-

planes,” he said. “Having this goal early on — since early

elementary school — helped me focus on the target.”

Later on, Fuller’s father read an article about CAP in

the local newspaper. That led the two to an informa-

tional meeting about the organization.

“There, I realized the benefits of CAP both to me 

personally and also the benefit that CAP has for our

community and country,” he said. “It gave me the

chance to get involved with my career at a young age.”

Fuller joined CAP in January 1988 as a member of

River City Composite Squadron in St. Louis. A later move

brought him to the Florida Wing’s Daytona Beach 

Composite Squadron. A major, he’s now a member of

Ellington Composite Squadron in Texas, though his

recent move to Moscow has lessened his involvement in

cadet activities.

“As a cadet, I attended several encampments and 

special activities, including Blue Beret, IACE (the 

International Air Cadet Exhange) and COS (Cadet Offi-

cer School), and was invited back as the commandant of

cadets for COS. I also partcipated in numerous search

and rescue missions in roles from ground team to aircrew

and mission staff,” he recalled. “I have met numerous
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During the landing of Soyuz 38S in Kazakhstan on Sept. 11,

2014, Maj. Sean Fuller, director of NASA’s Human Space Flight

Programs — Russia, is on the ground surveying the process.

Photo by Bill Ingalls, NASA’s chief photographer

Opposite: Fuller stands on the launch pad of Soyuz 4S in

Baikonur, Kazakhstan.



wonderful CAP personnel in each 

of these different areas and enjoyed

participating in activities and 

search and rescue missions at 

each location.”

One of Fuller’s most memorable

activities in CAP occurred just a few

days after he joined the Daytona

Beach squadron, when Hurricane

Andrew struck the Miami area in

August 1992.

“I was on one of the first ground

teams into the area,” he said. “With

so much destruction, it was quite a

sight to behold. I was glad we could

be there to help out.”

Fuller took full advantage of the

opportunities in CAP and pro-

gressed through the ranks, ulti-

mately achieving the organization’s

top cadet honor, the Gen. Carl A.

Spaatz Award, in 1991.

Laying a Foundation at NASA

Fuller graduated magna cum

laude from Embry-Riddle Aeronau-

tical University with a bachelor’s

degree in engineering physics in

1996. Before graduation, he secured

a position at the United Space

Alliance in Houston working on

NASA’s International Space Station

program as an operations planner.

Once at Johnson Space Center in

Houston, he quickly became involved

with NASA’s Shuttle-Mir Program

— a collaborative program between

Russia and the U.S. in the 1990s —

working closely with the Russian

planning team at the Mir Mission

Control Center outside Moscow.

After leading the NASA planning

team, he transitioned to working

closely with NASA’s Russian partner

preparing for launch of the first 
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Fuller, right, is pictured with NASA

Interpreter Evgeny Soko and NASA

Deputy International Space Station

Program Manager Joel Montalbano at

the Soyuz 38S landing site near the town

of Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan on Sept. 11,

2014. Expedition 40 Commander Steve

Swanson of NASA and Flight Engineers

Alexander Skvortsov and Oleg Artemyev

of Roscosmos (the Russian Space

Agency) spent more than five months

aboard the ISS as members of the

Expedition 39 and 40 crews.

Photo by Bill Ingalls, NASA chief photographer



Office. He oversees the teams

responsible for ISS program require-

ments, development and planning as

well as execution, focusing on safe

and efficient space station opera-

tions to support maximum use of

the world-class research facilities.

A Strong Space Relationship

This summer will mark 40 years

since the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project

— the historic mission, highlighted

by the first docking between the

U.S. and a Soviet spacecraft on July

17, 1975, that led to development

of the ISS. Although U.S. and

Soviet human space flight programs

went their separate ways in the late

1970s, with the dissolution of the

Soviet Union, cooperation between

the U.S. and Russia flourished again

in the early 1990s through the 

Shuttle-Mir program.

“The relationship between NASA

and Roscosmos (the Russian Space

Agency) is strong,” Fuller said. “In

the past few years, we have begun

the early stages of looking beyond

ISS and how to best leverage the ISS

partnership for human exploration

farther into the cosmos. We are dis-

cussing the best ways to utilize the

various resources and abilities of the

elements of the ISS and serving as 

a liaison between Mission Control

Center-Houston and Mission Con-

trol Center-Moscow.

“I recall that first trip to Russia in

the summer of 1997,” he said. “I

remember going to the Red Square

and thinking I never would have

imagined I’d be here.”

In fact, he says he still has that

feeling when he walks on Red Square

— Moscow’s historic fortress and

the center of Russian government.

Since that first trip, Fuller has

continually been involved in the

forefront of the space relationship

between the U.S. and Russia.

In 2000, he was hired as a NASA

civil servant and selected as the

operations lead for the first long-

duration crew for ISS. Five years

later, he transitioned from the Mis-

sion Operations Directorate to the

ISS Program Office, where he was

responsible for negotiations and

agreements between NASA and

commercial spaceflight participants

that flew to ISS on Russian vehicles.

In 2007, he became the ISS

Flight Program manager, where he

was responsible for developing and

integrating the schedule of the vari-

ous spacecraft that visit the ISS,

including the Space Shuttle and

Russian Soyuz vehicles delivering

and returning ISS crew, as well as

Russian, European and Japanese

cargo vehicles.

In recent years, Fuller has served

as manager of the ISS Flight Plan-

ning Integration and Operations

Office and manager of the ISS Incre-

ment Integration and Operations

partners for the next step.”

It’s truly a case of “together we

can do more,” he said.

In fact, 16 nations have visited

the ISS laboratory in low Earth orbit,

and more than 80 countries have

participated in science and research

activities on the ISS to date.

“The ISS is a shining example of

countries coming together in a joint

project for the benefit of all,” Fuller

said. “In November of this year, we

will achieve 15 years of continued

human presence on ISS.

“That means that for the entire

life of some of our younger cadets,

there have been humans living off of

our planet, which is a great accom-

plishment in exploration — we’ve

only just begun.”

ISS will continue to operate into

the 2020s, he said.

“We are already taking steps to

build upon our ISS experience and

partnerships to open the door for

continued human exploration

beyond low Earth orbit.”

Other joint projects focus on 

the use of Russian instruments on

NASA robotic probes to the moon

and Mars and research on a Russian

bioscience spacecraft. �
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Fuller has been an invaluable part of the International Space

Station for many years. In his new role in Moscow, he’s

responsible for astronaut crew training, technical and

programmatic integration between NASA and the Russian

Space Agency and crew launch and return operations in

Kazakhstan. He also manages liaisons operating at MCC-M 

and NASA, the European Space Agency, the Japanese Space

Agency and the Canadian Space Agency. Photo courtesy of NASA


