
while the advanced teams either
hunted for an electronic locator trans-
mitter or used a drone to locate a 
simulated crash site. 

Alaska Wing cadets build a 

fire while setting up shelters in

adverse conditions during a 

February 2019 training bivouac.

shelters were constructed using blue
tarps, paracord and whatever natural
materials were available in the forest. 

Food and water procurement tech-
niques were practiced, and a watch
was established to tend the fire
throughout the long, snowy night.
Dawn found the ground teams no
worse for the experience. 

The exercise continued with map
and compass work as the teams were
dispatched to different locations to
carry out taskings. The first-time stu-
dents also worked on their radio, air-
craft signaling and navigational skills.

n Earthquakes in December 2018
highlighted natural disaster prepared-
ness for the Alaska Wing, helping 
set the stage for a training bivouac
hosted in February 2019 by the Birch-
wood Composite Squadron. The unit
served as base of operations for nine
senior members and 18 cadets repre-
senting four squadrons for winter 
survival training and ground search 
and rescue exercises. 

After inspecting gear for safety, 1st
Lt. Andrew Gecsedi and Cadet 1st Lt.
Ryan Porter from the Polaris Composite
Squadron taught essential cold
weather field skills, including proper
layering of clothing and management
of gear, fatigue, nutrition and hydra-
tion. Participants also learned survival
knots necessary to construct two-per-
son shelters in the bivouac area. 

Porter led the ground teams into
the field to practice advanced land
navigation with compass and maps.
Moving through deep snow in nearby
spruce and birch forests in low visibil-
ity, the wing members were able to
apply the skills they had studied in the
classroom. With a simulated cold
weather injury to spur them into
action, the teams raced the clock to
start a sustainable bonfire in the wet,
frigid landscape in order to keep their
team members warm while individual

Alaska Wing
Members Conduct 2019 Winter 
Training Operations
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Volunteer Members
515 adult members
284 cadets
123 aircrew personnel
475 emergency responders

Squadrons
19 locations statewide

Aircraft
18 single engine
3 gliders

Vehicles
20 vehicles

Interoperable Communications
4 VHF/FM repeaters
96 VHF/FM stations
51 HF stations

Missions
60 search and rescue missions

6 lives saved*
43 finds*
* Includes lives saved and finds
credited with national team support

2 disaster relief missions
1 air defense intercept training and
evaluation mission
5 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flight missions
7 other Air Force support missions
34 training missions
1 other state support mission
3 other missions in support of partner
agencies and organizations or local
municipalities

Significant Events Supported 
in Fiscal Year 2019
Glacier Dammed Lake Assessments;
Red Flag; USCG Fuel Inspection
Support

Cadet Flying
524 CAP, AFROTC & AFJROTC cadet
orientation flights

Total Hours Flown
1,891

Financial
$230,475 in state funding
$2,760,376 value of wing’s volunteer hours

National Commander
Maj. Gen. Mark Smith
msmith@cap.gov

Region Commander
Col. Jon L. Stokes
jstokes@cap.gov

Wing Commander
Col. Kevin A. McClure
105982@akwg.cap.gov 

Gov. Relations Advisor
Lt. Col. Jeffrey W. DeFreest
jdefreest@gmail.com 

Wing Info
P.O. Box 6014
Elmendorf AFB, AK 99506-6014
907-551-3147

Website
akwg.cap.gov 

Alaska Wing 2019 STATISTICS
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