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during a media
interview in the man’s neighborhood. The scene was a
familiar one for CAP ground teams assigned to photograph
property sites in the city’s hardest-hit residential areas. “It
really drives home what I’ve seen on the news the last
couple of days,” said Capt. Brian Sommers, who led one of
the five CAP ground teams that worked the mission. “I feel
bad for the people affected by the storms and am amazed at
the positive attitude of homeowners. All have said ‘thank you’
for our support.” Photo by 1st Lt. Barry Fogerty, Oklahoma Wing
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Cadet Tech. Sgt. Blake Bolluyt of the Texas Wing snaps
a photograph amid the destruction in Moore, Okla., as
fellow Texas Cadet 1st Lt. Johnathan Foster looks on.
The two cadets were part of a CAP ground team that
took GPS-tagged photos of damaged structures in the
most devastated areas of Moore, which was slammed by
a powerful twister packing winds of more than 200 mph.
The mission was a first for CAP, which photographed
14,000 property sites in and around the city at the
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s request.
Read more about CAP’s response to the storm and to
other tornadoes in Oklahoma, beginning on page 28.
Photo by 1st Lt. Barry Fogerty, Oklahoma Wing

Civil Air Patrol Volunteer is oriented toward both internal (CAP) and external
audiences. For that reason, it uses the Associated Press style for such things
as military abbreviations. Official internal CAP communications should
continue to use the U.S. Air Force rank abbreviations found in CAPR 35-5.
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Green Flag East exercise. The
CAP aircrew — Capts. Steve
Gladwin, pilot, and January Parker, mission coordinator, and Maj. Kerry
Ordes, sensor operator — provided overwatch as military trainees acting as
an assault team approached the target area, a mock village, while also
supplying the team with position reports on village defenses. Parker is a
member of National Headquarters’ Green Flag East team, while Gladwin
belongs to the Texas Wing’s Apollo Composite Squadron and Ordes to the
Central Louisiana Composite Squadron.
Photo by Capt. Steve Gladwin, Texas Wing
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Georgia members help close down runway,
break ground for new airport hangars
Georgia Wing members had the honor of landing the last plane on Runway
9-27 at DeKalb-Peachtree Airport in Atlanta immediately preceding a
groundbreaking ceremony for new hangars that will stand on the site. As
clouds cleared from the sky, the CAP Cessna 182, piloted by Lt. Col. Kelly
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Visit www.capvolunteernow.com daily
for squadron and wing news.

Johnson, Georgia Wing Group II commander, and Capt. Mike Mullett of

Civil Air Patrol Volunteer is published quarterly by Civil Air

Peachtree-DeKalb Senior Squadron, landed on Runway 27 and taxied to

Patrol, a private, charitable, benevolent corporation and

the location for the groundbreaking. There, guests watched as the

auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. Please send all correspondence

squadron’s commander, Lt. Col. Roy Villers, and Johnson joined local

to Public Affairs, 105 S. Hansell St., Bldg. 714, Maxwell AFB,

dignitaries in wielding ceremonial golden shovels for the first scoops of dirt
from the future construction site. The airport is home not only to the senior

AL 36112; telephone 877-227-9142, ext. 250; email:
paa@capnhq.gov. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
represent those of CAP or the U.S. Air Force. Civil Air Patrol

squadron but also to the DeKalb County Cadet Squadron.

Volunteer welcomes manuscripts and photographs; however,

Photo by Capt. Jeffrey Chiu, Georgia Wing

CAP reserves the right to edit or condense materials submitted
and to publish articles as content warrants and space permits.
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From Potential on
Paper to Reality
in the Field

The CAP-FEMA Relationship

By Kristi Carr

I

In all its cruel fury, Hurricane Sandy — the
massive storm that pulverized shores, homes,
businesses and infrastructure along the Northeast coastline last fall — showcased the successful collaboration between Civil Air Patrol and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
in delivering disaster relief.

That didn’t come about by chance, but by painstaking design.
A process in motion
It was the Joplin, Mo., tornado in the spring of 2011 — not Hurricane Sandy —
that was a tipping point in how Chris Vaughan, geospatial information officer for
FEMA, viewed the CAP-FEMA relationship.
“This was my first real experience with CAP,” said Vaughan, who’s been with
FEMA for three years.
“The tornado hit on a Sunday evening, and CAP was in the air Monday
morning to take photos of the damage below,” he said. “But probably no one saw
those photos until Wednesday. It was a communications issue, but we took it as a
lesson learned.”
A year later representatives from FEMA and CAP sat down at the National
Defense University to figure out how to get CAP imagery into the hands of FEMA
personnel more quickly.
4 Civil Air Patrol Volunteer
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A Mississippi Wing aerial photo shows
flooding after the Biloxi River overflowed its
banks in the aftermath of Hurricane Isaac.
CAP provided more than 3,100 images
to FEMA and other emergency agencies
after the storm.

In the response to Hurricane Sandy, CAP aircrews from more
than 20 wings took more than 158,000 aerial photographs
showing damage wrought by the superstorm.

The planning staff — from left, Majs. Marc Brunelle of Maine Wing
Headquarters, Richard Courtney of the Rhode Island Wing and
Donald Godfrey of Maine Wing Headquarters — for the Northeast
Region Area Coordination Center in Concord, N.H., reviews images
and reports from aircrews conducting aerial photo missions in
Hurricane Sandy’s aftermath. In all, 100 aircrews from the Great
Lakes, Middle East and Northeast regions covered more than 300
miles of coastline from Cape Cod, Mass., to Cape May, N.J.,
producing more than 158,000 photos for FEMA and for state and
local agencies in affected areas. Photo by Col. Dan LeClair, Maine Wing
6 Civil Air Patrol Volunteer
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That brainstorming session was followed up later
with action by CAP’s California Wing during a field
exercise sponsored by the Naval Postgraduate School.
Besides tightening up photo processing and delivery
times, that session is where crowdsourcing — an online
damage rating procedure performed simultaneously by
hundreds of people — for CAP imagery was born.
The new procedures proved valuable only a month later
when Hurricane Isaac struck the northern Gulf Coast.
“We ironed out some weaknesses in our response to Isaac,”
Vaughan said, “but, by and large, our new procedures were
a huge success, ones we took to the next level shortly
afterwards when we were dealing with Hurricane Sandy.
“It’s imperative for CAP and FEMA to get together at
nondisaster times for planning,” he said. “We’ve got to
grease the wheels well in advance of an event.”

BUILDING A RELATIONSHIP
Sizing up CAPabilities
“The CAP-FEMA relationship has always been a
partnership,” said Ted Okada, FEMA’s chief technology
officer. “If anything, given the fact CAP was in the disaster
relief business almost 40 years before FEMA was established,
we look at CAP with deepest respect — like a big brother.”
CAP’s strengths, Vaughan added, include its sizable
capacities for volunteers and planes over multiple
jurisdictions. “Even though CAP uses fairly low-tech
equipment to get its photos, the beauty of it all is CAP’s
ability to get there first,” he said. “If you wait long
enough, you can count on an overabundance of disasterrelated imagery, but response and recovery programs
need situational awareness products immediately.
“With Hurricane Sandy, for instance, CAP’s photos
quickly identified addresses that were no longer habitable. This helped us identify areas of greatest need and
allowed us to deliver expedited assistance to the disaster
survivor.”
Given the need “for quick, practical results” in such

Today’s CAP-FEMA relationship started in 1996
with a memorandum of understanding that detailed
what services CAP could provide and under what
circumstances.
As the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force,
CAP’s first allegiance will always be to its parent
organization, but if the Air Force agrees, CAP has the
green light to serve other customers, such as FEMA.
The agreement laid out the procedures for getting
CAP on board during disasters or emergencies. It
allows for collaborative training and testing, and it
covered such CAP services as search and rescue,
photographic survey and assessment and air and
ground communications support.
CAP has similar agreements in place with
numerous other agencies and organizations. Their
value is particularly evident during emergencies when
time is of the essence.
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situations, “CAP’s images are a major component of our
geospatial assessment,” Vaughan said.

Future outlook
What makes the CAP-FEMA relationship click is
both organizations follow the same guiding principles.
Even though Okada oversees FEMA’s use of technology,
he cites this hierarchy: people first, ideas second and
hardware third.
“A big part of why CAP has made such a difference
in this spate of recent monster storms,” he said, “is
CAP’s effective use of its people set against a backdrop
of a complex situation. Depending on what they were
seeing below, CAP pilots made multiple decisions and
were able to pass on to FEMA great awareness of what
was happening on the ground.
“Budget cuts come and go, and who knows where
technology will take us?” Okada added. “But as long as

we have good people with the freedom to make
decisions and we keep our focus on the strategic
and long-term, then CAP is a ready-made partner
with FEMA.” ▲

This interactive map of New York’s Long Island identifies
hardest-hit areas, shown in red and yellow, in the wake of
Hurricane Sandy.

Last year an open-source project called MapMill helped leverage more than 6,000 volunteers, including many CAP
members. Participants used the site to rate each image’s depictions of storm damage as light, moderate and heavy,
providing an overview damage assessment of Sandy’s impact.

8 Civil Air Patrol Volunteer
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[ F r o m Yo u r N a t i o n a l C o m m a n d e r ]

S

Serving in Civil Air Patrol enables the organization’s unpaid professionals
to contribute to their communities and their country in a variety of ways,
fulfilling their deep-seated devotion to the principle of service before self.
Some members want to take the extra step in helping ensure CAP carries out its
missions as effectively and efficiently as possible, and National Headquarters is proud
to help these members honor that commitment. In that spirit, nearly 100 members
from across America reached the pinnacle of senior member professional development
by successfully completing CAP’s National Staff College.
As one of CAP’s premier professional development activities, National Staff College is dedicated to
development of the organization’s rising leaders — those who are or will be assuming positions of
wing, regional or national importance in CAP. Throughout the intense seven-day course at NHQ at
Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., they participate in discussions, case studies and exercises presented by
senior CAP leaders and Air Force University instructors who are focused on executive leadership,
management, organizational behavior and policy formulation. Meanwhile, they also take a close look
at CAP’s national-level operations.
In addition to bolstering the battery of skills and knowledge they’re able to bring to various levels in
CAP, the training and knowledge these dedicated members absorb from their week at Maxwell carry
benefits that can also apply outside the organization. After all, the lessons they learn in leadership,
communication and management are in high demand by employers throughout the workforce.
This year’s class, which was the largest in eight years, included members from 34 wings in all eight
CAP regions, ranging in age from 26 to 79. These leaders’ colleagues in and out of CAP, as well as the
communities they serve, are already benefiting from the lessons they learned.
Semper vigilans!

Maj. Gen. Charles L. Carr Jr.
CAP National Commander

The 2013 National
Staff College
participants
assemble for
a photo at
Maxwell Air
Force Base, Ala.
Photo by Susan Schneider,
CAP National Headquarters
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[ From the Chief Operating Officer ]

T

The theme of Civil Air
Patrol’s 2013 Annual
Conference in Denver is
“National Defense: CAP’s Critical
Role,” which is nicely illustrated in this logo designed
by Capt. Erik Koglin of the Tennessee Wing’s Smyrna
Composite Squadron. Considering the nation’s fiscal
uncertainty and the scrutiny now facing Congress over
the allocation of federal dollars, it’s only fitting this
year’s conference is dedicated to CAP’s ever-increasing
role in our nation’s defense.
Consider the myriad ways CAP supports the U.S.
Department of Defense:
• CAP actively supports U.S. military training by
playing the role of enemy airspace intruders or drug
runners. Military jets typically practice intercepting
these CAP “targets” in training exercises held
throughout the year across the country. CAP planes
are small and fly low-and-slow, just like potential
airspace intruders, which make them ideal for these
practice intercepts. Over the past five years, CAP
intercept missions, as requested by the military, have
seen a 50 percent increase.
• CAP partners with the military on numerous other
defense missions. America’s Shield, an Army exercise,
is one of them, which gives military units practice
in detecting, identifying, tracking and intercepting
threatening airborne missiles as well as aircraft.
• CAP helps Air Force traffic controllers calibrate their
equipment; conducts low-level route surveys to
identify towers protruding into the air, potentially
causing harm to Navy, Marine or Air Force lowflying aircraft; escorts newly built Navy destroyers
out to sea for the first time; and, with the Surrogate
Predator program, trains military personnel in
advance of their actual deployment by outfitting CAP
planes with equipment mimicking the Air Force’s
10 Civil Air Patrol Volunteer
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MQ-1 Predator and MQ-7 Reaper,
unmanned aircraft that provide realtime data to U.S. service members
on the ground.
• With its pervasive network of aircraft and unpaid
professionals, CAP is able to quickly and effectively
respond to Defense Support to Civilian Authorities
requests for large-scale natural disasters like the recent
Oklahoma tornadoes and Hurricane Sandy, as well as
manmade disasters like the oil spill in the Gulf of
Mexico. Members typically provide direct relief to
victims on the ground while others take aerial
photographs crucial to assessing the damage and
helping in both rescue and recovery efforts.
• With so many contributions, it is easy to see how
CAP furthers the cause of the Department of
Defense. These contributions are especially notable,
because CAP depends heavily on the federal budget
for its operation.
To get an idea of how well CAP stretches its federal
dollars, consider this: Last year alone, CAP contributed
at least $155 million in volunteer services while
supporting missions all across the country, including the
response to Hurricane Sandy and other disasters. That’s
a value worth celebrating.
Join me at this year’s conference (use link to registration page—http://www.capmembers.com/events/cap_
annual_conference/ ), where we’ll do just that — celebrate
CAP’s critical role in our nation’s defense.
Don Rowland

Chief Operating Officer
CAP National Headquarters

Colorado Wing aircrews provide
support for Army UAV program
By Steve Cox

C

Civil Air Patrol stepped up to fill a vital role in
the U.S. Army’s unmanned aerial vehicle
program by providing support for predeployment
training for soldiers from Fort Carson, Colo.
Aircrews from CAP’s Colorado Wing assisted the 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, with a
predeployment exercise for soldiers from Fort Carson at
the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site near Trinidad. The
training covered a three-week period.
“The capability of CAP aircrews gave members of the
UAV team a first-ever opportunity to fly their UAV in
support of the brigade exercises that are part of operational training and evaluation prior to deployment,” said
CAP’s incident commander for the mission, Maj. William
O’Connor, the wing’s director of emergency services.
“The FAA requires UAVs operating outside of
restricted airspace to be within line of sight of observers
on the ground and/or in an aircraft,” O’Connor said.
“Due to the size of the training area, the Army needed
aerial observation and CAP was a cost-effective option.”
In addition to O’Connor, members of the initial CAP
planning team included Lt. Col. Mike McDonald, the
wing’s search and rescue officer, as backup incident
commander and Colorado Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs contact, and Gerald Peaslee, CAP-U.S.

An Army unmanned aerial vehicle, or
UAV, takes flight over Colorado.

Air Force Liaison Region-assistant director of operations
for the Rocky Mountain Liaison Region, as the Air
Force representative on the team.
Participants developed an operational plan that
involved a three-step process to ensure the safety and
precision of the link-up between the CAP aircraft and
UAV. Training involved both the UAV operational team
on the ground and the CAP aircrews.
Subsequent planning meetings refined the procedures
to provide a safe, repeatable process.
“The link-up process depended on the precise coordination of the aircrew and UAV ground controller. There is
an eight-second window to acquire visual contact with
the UAV and take up escort of the UAV 500 feet back,”
O’Connor said.
“Without our support, the brigade from Fort Carson
would have had to travel to the National Training
Center at Fort Irwin, Calif., at a cost of millions,”
O’Connor said. “CAP offered a cost-saving, local
solution to support the training and qualification needs
of the Army in this era of reduced military budgets.”
The results of the four-hour sortie were, in the words
of the brigade commander, “outstanding” and “brilliant,”
providing further proof that CAP’s mission profile is
changing as the needs of its potential customers change.
Citizens Serving Communities
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Photos courtesy of U.S. Army

Capt. John Cossick, second from left, one of the CAP pilots

U.S. Army officers, at right, brief CAP members from the

involved in the UAV training, greets members of the Army’s

Colorado Wing on day one of a predeployment UAV exercise for

medevac team, which helped with the exercise. Other Colorado

soldiers from Fort Carson. The training, held at the Pinon

Wing pilots involved in the training included Lt. Col. Jim Jenkins,

Canyon Maneuver Site near Trinidad, covered a three-week

Maj. William O’Connor, Capt. Darrell Vick and 1st Lt. Rob

period, with CAP aircrews from the Colorado Wing providing
support to the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division.

Pehkonen.

“CAP’s unique capability to provide trained and
professional aircrew support for a variety of missions
means greater opportunities to serve the needs of our
customers in a safe and professional manner consistent
with our history,” O’Connor said.
One of those CAP pilots, 1st Lt. Rob Pehkonen,
talked about the challenges of the mission.
“It took a lot of skill, as we only had about a fivesecond window to intercept and escort the UAV. Since the
Army Shadow UAV has a wingspan of 14-plus feet, it was
very hard to intercept and escort. The intercept allowed a
five-second window for our CAP aircrew to spot the Army
Shadow UAV and then escort it,” said Pehkonen, the
Colorado Wing’s emergency services training officer.
By drawing on the knowledge of participants who
were already familiar with intercept procedures, the CAP
pilots, planning section chiefs and incident commanders
“were able to put together an intercept plan that really,
when followed, allowed a 100 percent intercept and
escort. Once we intercepted the UAV, it took some good
Colorado Wing CAP flying to escort the UAV for up to
31/2 hours at speeds of 70 to 75 knots — a long flight at
12 Civil Air Patrol Volunteer
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a very slow speed with a lot of turns.”
Pehkonen said the approach was “a huge success”
because of the team approach, not only from the CAP
members but also those from the Army.
“On the final day, the mission was so successful that
the UAV accomplished a planned eight hours’ worth of
work in 31/2 hours!” he said.
CAP has been participating in homeland security
missions since World War II, when private pilots who
helped form the organization provided coastal patrols to
protect U.S. ships from enemy submarines. Since 9/11,
when members documented damage caused by the
terrorist attacks in New York City, the organization has
stepped up its homeland security missions, providing
aerial imaging to government emergency management
agencies, escorting naval vessels and supporting combat
deployment preparation training for the Air Force.
CAP pilots also simulate hostile aircraft for Air Force
and Air National Guard fighters during practice
intercept missions nationwide. Over the last five years,
aircrews’ intercept mission totals have risen by more
than 50 percent. ▲

Cadet lends more than

30,000 ‘Hands’ to Soldiers
Across the Globe

W

By Elizabeth Rary

While most 8-yearold girls dream of
becoming the next
pop star or princess, Janey Turner
simply wanted to make sure no
American soldier was feeling left out.
Years later, Turner, now 17 and a
cadet second lieutenant in the South
Carolina Wing, is still at it with her
nonprofit organization Hands for Soldiers.
It all started when her elementary
school “adopted” seven soldiers
overseas. Feeling uneasy about the
prospect that some soldiers might not
receive the same, or any, support,
Turner leaped into action. Armed with
encouragement from her community,
she has since sent thousands of big
plastic gloves filled with items hard
to get in combat zones, such as hard
candy and telephone calling cards,
to active-duty military worldwide,
including Afghanistan, Africa, Italy,
Japan, Iraq, Kuwait and Germany.
Within the U.S. she also has
personally delivered Hands care
packages to soldiers at more than a
dozen bases. Each is accompanied by a

handwritten note that says, “Thank
you for your service. You deserve a big
hand. Love, Janey.”
The Hands project evolved into
something much bigger than Turner
and her family ever imagined. Working
mostly out of a bedroom affectionately
known as the Soldier Room with
supplies donated by Wal-Mart, Home
Depot, banks, dentists’ offices, hotels,
churches and a local auction house —
which also holds an annual benefit
auction for Hands — or purchased
through fundraisers at public events,
she has succeeded in sending out more
Citizens Serving Communities

Cadet 2nd Lt. Janey Turner’s
“Soldier Room” stores items for her
Hands project, but not for long.
Over the past nine years, she has
supplied Hands care packages to
more than 30,000 servicemen.
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After sending a care package
to soldiers at age 8 in 2004,
Turner received a thank-you
note from a group of soldiers
called the Sweet Sixteen, a
challenge coin, a U.S. flag
that had flown over Iraq and a
disk of photos, including this
one of a staff sergeant with
his military working dog. She
later won second place in the
Reading Rainbow young
writers competition for her
book about the Sweet
Sixteen.

Opposite: Face painting is
one way Turner raises money
for her Hands for Soldiers
project.

14 Civil Air Patrol Volunteer
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than 30,000 Hands. Churches and members of her local CAP unit often pitch in to
help at “stuffing parties” or to make deliveries.
“The supplies don’t stay in that room long,” Turner said.
Some businesses support Hands for Soldiers by donating booth space. Every Friday
night during racing season, for example, Turner sets up a booth at Anderson Motor
Speedway and every Sunday at Greenville Drive baseball games. She said the booths
help generate awareness of soldiers’ needs while also attracting monetary (sometimes
through face painting) and physical donations, as well as the chance for kids to draw a
picture on a card for soldiers.
When asked which branch of the service she is supporting, Turner replied: “The
term ‘soldier,’ to me, refers to all branches of the military. I don’t single out a group as
being the most important. They are all serving our country, and are all worthy of
being recognized and loved.”
Multiple soldiers have called, written letters, emailed and/or sent photos with
their Hands care package thanking Turner for what she does, and family and friends
of the military have done the same. These souvenirs have filled nine scrapbooks
and counting.
In one, a card from Army Sgt. Paul Brondhaver announces designation of Janey
Turner Day after troops had received a box of Hands.
An email from Drew Cassity in Afghanistan also expresses heartfelt sentiments:
“We have received around eight packages from your organization,” he wrote. “The
team I am attached to is very grateful for all the treats and travel items. The chips
were especially enjoyed. We thank you so much for what you are doing and wish
there were more people like your organization.”

July-September 2013

“Thank you so much for all the care packages!” said Sally Anderson’s
email. “All the Hand bags got passed out to the plebes in my company and
everyone was really excited ... especially for all that candy :). We really
appreciated it, and it was a good taste of home :). I also received the two
boxes that you sent me ... and my goodness those rice crispy treats went
fast with all the plebes here. Everyone says thank you very much; they were
extremely yummy :). I also really appreciate the stationery and everything
else you sent ... and I’ll take that as a reminder to keep writing home as
well :). Once again, 42 very grateful plebes say thank you very much.”
Ricky Glenn in Iraq sent a handwritten message on behalf of the 1-25
Aviation Regiment: “Thank you … for the supplies and cards. You should
have seen the soliders’ reactions and smiles on their faces when they received
a ‘helping Hand’ and card from you. Some of the soldiers had not received
mail in a while. It really boosted their morale. The things you sent meant a
lot to everyone.”
A member of Greenville Composite Squadron, the resourceful cadet has
earned a community service ribbon with three silver propellers thanks to
Hands. Her CAP service also includes representation on the wing Cadet
Advisory Council, and she was named squadron Cadet in the Year in 2012.
“If I have accomplished anything, it is to let soldiers know we care about
them and to let the American people know they should support our troops,”
she said.
Outside of CAP, Turner plays the piano, guitar, cello and violin; sings at
multiple venues; maintains an A-B average; and can even add awardwinning photographer to her list of accomplishments. This fall, she will
attend Converse College in nearby Spartanburg on a Presidential
Scholarship and a music theater scholarship. She chose Converse, she said,
so she can attend CAP meetings at the Greenville unit.
“It’s cadets like Janey who show CAP still has the ability to develop
dynamic Americans and aerospace leaders, just like our early leaders
envisioned,” said Lt. Col. Arthur Giles, South Carolina Wing chief of staff.
Turner, he said, certainly deserves a hand herself! ▲

HOW TO HELP
Send donated items, contributions
and/or the name of deployed
service members to receive care
packages to:
Hands for Soldiers
c/o Janey Turner
503 W. Main St.
Easley, S.C. 29640

Items needed include hard candy,
bubblegum, suckers, chewing
gum, breath mints, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, mouthwash, dental
floss, razors, hair brushes, combs,
baby powder, shampoo,
deodorant, adhesive bandages,
lotion, lip balm, playing cards,
pens, notepads, nail clippers,
pencils, baseballs and key chains.

All donations and contributions
are tax-deductible.
(The nonprofit organization’s tax
ID number is 13-4275801.)
For more information on Hands
for Soldiers, contact Turner via
email at Jane-keith@charter.net

“The term ‘soldier,’ to me, refers to all branches of the military.
I don’t single out a group as being the most important. They are all
serving our country, and are all worthy of being recognized and loved.”
— Cadet 2nd Lt. Janey Turner, founder of “Hands for Soldiers”
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Paying It
Forward
From the Candy Bomber to
the Berlin Wall to America,
a story of service
By Paul F. South

“I remember standing at the fence at
age 4 and watching the planes with
my older brother. I think my desire
to become a pilot originated right
there at the end of the runway.”
– Michael Christmann, who
survived the post-World War II
chaos in Berlin and now
flies for Civil Air Patrol

For some, even as children, certain events,
specific moments in time, are permanently
chiseled on the mind, heart and soul.
In Michael Christmann’s native Germany,
there’s a word for such timeless imprints that help form
an individual: Schlüsselerlebnisse.
Christmann, a member of Civil Air Patrol’s Gen.
Claire L. Chennault Composite Squadron in Louisiana,
still has vivid memories of growing up in the rubble of
bombed-out buildings near Berlin’s Tempelhof Air Field
in 1948-49.
And he remembers the American “candy bombers,”
led by U.S. Air Force Col. Gail Halvorsen, who dropped
a sweet, gentle rain of candy down on Christmann and
other children during the Berlin Airlift.
“We stood in the approach end of the runway, exactly
where the airplanes flew over and where they dropped
the parachutes, which were made out of handkerchiefs
initially, and later on were a little more sophisticated,”
Christmann recalled.
“It was such a gift to observe the people who were
flying and to know they were thinking about us,
obviously to drop some chocolate. I’d never
seen chocolate before in my life. We enjoyed
running for the parachutes. It was a trophy. I
was too small to do it, but my mother or my
aunt would run for us to get the big trophy.”
Those candy “trophies” would help set the
trajectory of his life.
“I remember standing at the fence at age
4 and watching the planes with my older
brother. I think my desire to become a
pilot originated right there at the end of
the runway,” he said.
Christmann, now 68 and living in Atlanta,
has spent nearly a half-century as a pilot —
first as an officer in the German Air Force,
where he earned the rank of major, and now
as a member of CAP. He has trained pilots for
NATO and flies for CAP’s Green Flag East (Surrogate
Predator) initiative. And he gives free plane rides to
children as part of the Experimental Aircraft
Association’s Young Eagles program to introduce

F

youngsters to the magic of the skies.
It’s all part of a love affair with powered flight, a love
he shares with military and civilian pilots as well as
children who, like Christmann, dream of reaching
the clouds.
“My idea about it is, when you look down, everything
looks so small. All these things that are affecting your
life, when you look down are so small. All the houses
and problems — like the traffic jams of Atlanta — are
so small. I like for people to experience that
perspective,” Christmann said.

Hunger and cold
When taking to the air was only a dream,
Christmann and his family knew all too well about gutgnawing hunger and biting cold, constants for Berliners
in the American, French and British sectors of divided
postwar Berlin.
“We were hungry a lot of times, and we were cold a
lot of times. I remember that someone would drop
something nice from the airplane, and we would know
someone was thinking about us,” he said.

Despite the hardships, Christmann has fond
memories of growing up in postwar Berlin. Family
photos like this one show him, at left, and his
brother, Alfred, who disappeared at age 10,
never to be seen again.
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Christmann carries in his heart memories of the
CARE packages dropped by the American flyers. In
Soviet-blockaded Berlin, the airlift saved lives.
“We didn’t miss a lot of things, because we didn’t know
it was there. We got a CARE package — gift boxes with
bananas and cheese and powdered milk, and it was
wonderful. We didn’t miss it if we didn’t have it, because
we’d never had it before. The first time I saw a banana, I
thought it was a carrot, a different-colored carrot.”
Halvorsen, the famed “Uncle Wiggly Wings” of the
Berlin Airlift, maintained the Germans would rather
starve to death than sacrifice their freedom. Christmann
concurs with that assessment.
“During the blockade, the Russians always told us we
could have any kind of supply — food or wood for heat
if we decided to come to the eastern side,” Christmann
said. “The West Germans said ‘no.’ My parents said ‘no.’
We would rather starve than be under Soviet
Communist rule. This explains how committed we were
to bringing the East to the West, rather than what they
tried to do — bringing the West to the East.”
That decision meant his mother made coffee from
ground acorns and traded potato peels to Berliner pig
farmers for firewood.
“My parents (Erich and Hildegard Christmann)
always said they would rather go hungry and cold than
give up their freedom,” said Christmann.

A lost brother
There were more moments for Christmann and his
family on the front lines of the Cold War, more
instances of Schlüsselerlebnisse.
Shortly after Germany’s surrender in World War II,
his 10-year-old brother went outside to play. He never
returned. The family’s tireless efforts to find the boy
failed.
“There were 3,000 children taken by the Russians
when they took Berlin. The Germans did the same thing
when they invaded Russia. My mother believed he was
taken by the Russians,” Christmann said.
More than 10 years later, in the days before the Berlin
Wall, Christmann and another brother would help East
Germans navigate no man’s land to freedom. Christmann
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estimates they helped 50 people across using wire cutters
to breach barbed wire.
“The Soviets didn’t guard it. The East Germans did.
The Berliners who guarded the barbed wire — before
the Wall — were used to an open city. They looked the
other way.
“You could open the barbed wire when the guards
went around the corner. They knew there were people
standing at the opening of apartment buildings (waiting
to get out), and they sanctioned it,” he said.
The human traffic to freedom didn’t sit well with the
Soviets. And a change of the guard meant the crackle
of danger.
“They brought in guards from Saxony, in the southern
part of East Germany, and they started shooting at us,”
Christmann said.
And in 1961, the Berlin Wall went up.
In the years to come, American presidents like John
F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan would call for the
Wall to come down. But for Christmann, a witness to
history, the seeds were planted in the rubble around
Tempelhof Airfield.
“No question about it,” he said.
In the years that followed, Christmann would be a
continuing part of the Cold War, serving from 19641986 in the German Air Force as a squadron pilot,
operations officer, wing staff officer and pilot instructor
and evaluator. He also served as operations staff officer
in NATO’s Tactical Leadership Program, a training
outfit for experienced fighter pilots in Central Europe,
and he was a pilot instructor at the Texas-based Euro
NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training facility in which 16
nations took part.

Post-Cold War
After retiring from the military, Christmann earned a
degree in business management from the University of
South Carolina, created a nonprofit flying club and
taught aerobatics, along with pursuing his work for
Green Flag and with young people through the EAA.
His life and legacy have had a lasting impact on his
CAP colleagues, like 1st Lt. Joe Jacobs, public affairs
officer for the Chennault squadron.

“You’ve got somebody who started in the rubble,
and here he is at 68 at the end of his career in the U.S.
training pilots in order to continually give back and
share his knowledge,” Jacobs said. “Here he is now in
this country paying forward the freedom he observed as
a child.”
Jacobs added: “I think freedom and humanitarian
acts are the way mankind was meant to live. It’s a grand
plan that works. He exemplifies that, and he’s still
paying it back and paying it forward.”
Despite all of those signature moments, die
Schlüsselerlebnisse — some sad, some joyous —
Christmann credits attitude for the success of his life.
“The most important thing in life is to understand
human resilience,” he said. “Whatever happens to you,
you can live with it, or through it. Whatever happens
to you, you should not give up hope.
“That’s the thing I believe kept me alive through all
of that.” ▲
To honor the legacy of the humanitarian spirit
demonstrated by Col. Gail Halvorsen during the Berlin
blockade, CAP has developed an educational product for
primary students entitled “Uncle Wiggly Wings.” For
information, contact ae@capnhq.gov.

In this 1984 photo Christmann poses beside a T-38, in
flight above, while serving as a NATO fighter pilot
instructor at Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas.
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They have tickets to
CAP members plan for space travel
By Kristi Carr

It’s

not your mother’s space program. A hundred years ago space travel
existed only in our imaginations or in science fiction. A couple of
decades ago it had moved to become a government-financed reality
with professional astronauts. Today, space travel is in the first stages of going private.
Corporations are building the spacecraft, and seats are available to all.
Citizens in Space, a nonprofit project of the United States Rocket Academy dedicated to
citizen science and space exploration, has purchased 10 fares into space from XCOR, a
California enterprise in the business of building and flying modern spacecraft.
It should come as no surprise that three of those tickets are currently earmarked for
members of Civil Air Patrol. Steve Heck of Ohio and Texans Maureen Adams and Michael
Johnson, all affiliated with CAP’s aerospace education mission, will join Ed Wright,
Citizens in Space executive director, in rocketing beyond the wild blue yonder.
Six tickets are yet to be claimed. Interested?
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ride!

The selection
If messages left on the Citizens in Space website are any indication, many would
be interested in flying into space, but they need to bring their A game if they
expect to claim one of the half-dozen remaining tickets. At this time, candidates are
being recruited from citizen scientists who have built experiments for Citizens in
Space flights, trainees who have participated in its workshops and volunteers who
have contributed in other ways.
After written applications are reviewed and culled, Citizens in Space holds
interviews. And even if they’re accepted for the program, participants may never get
to space if they don’t handle the training well.
“We are being trained to fly as payload operators, not ‘space tourists,’” Wright
stressed. “We’ll learn to understand everything the pilot does during the flight, so
we can function effectively as crew members. The training is designed to challenge
us in every way, so we will be prepared for whatever happens during the flight.”

XCOR’s Lynx spacecraft is still being developed but should look something like this. Photo courtesy of XCOR
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Citizens in Space is a retooling of a prior NASA
program called Teachers in Space. The current organization puts a stronger emphasis on science, recognizing
the valuable contributions of amateurs to scientific
methods and understanding, said Heck, who was in the
former program.

The experiments

Steve Heck, right, suspects he may one day be the only
person to ride in a spacecraft and to fly a Wright Brothers
plane, shown here with an unidentified co-pilot. Heck is a
CAP aerospace education member with the Ohio Wing
and a Citizens in Space trainee. Photo courtesy of Rev. P. Jay Madigan

Maureen Adams, an aerospace education member with
the Texas Wing, graduated from a previous program run by
NASA called Teachers in Space. Photo courtesy of Citizens in Space
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The flights will be extremely busy, with numerous
experiments being conducted simultaneously. First on
the list is one suggested by a NASA astrobiologist — to
devise hardware for the collection of organisms that live
at high altitudes. While high-altitude balloon flights have
performed such collections in the past, it’s suspected that
yields from suborbital spacecraft will be more reliable
and systematic. High-altitude extremophiles have
implications in a number of fields, including global
epidemiology.
The payload operators are developing their own
experiments, as well. The three CAP members are
looking to young people for inspiration.
Adams, the principal at West Ward Elementary
School in Killeen, Texas, plans to take an ant farm into
space at her students’ suggestion. The children want to
know how weightlessness affects the ants.
Johnson, a CAP second lieutenant and aerospace
education officer with the Texas Wing’s Redbird Composite Squadron, is a founding member and executive
director of the North American Aerotech Academy, a
nonprofit that provides aviation-based education embracing science, technology, engineering and math — the STEM
subjects. In addition to his work with STEM-based afterschool programs and summer camps, every day Johnson
sees 120 students at Irving and DeSoto high schools.
“I’m working on a CubeSat (a type of miniaturized
satellite for space research that usually has a volume of 1
liter) that captures a sample of microbes in the upper
atmosphere, while my students are developing other
projects,” he said on the subject of possible payload
experiments.
Heck, who turned to teaching after a career as a U.S.
Air Force pilot, is taking a global approach through a
program that seeks grant money from businesses and
organizations to fund experiments designed by students

from individual schools and districts in Ohio and
Indiana. In Ohio’s Milford Exempted Village School
District, where he teaches, experiments will be developed
as part of an Engineering Design Process class.

as well as an instrument ground instructor and typerated captain on the Cessna Citation jet, became
interested in CAP when he was approached about
becoming an orientation pilot. Passionate about
counseling students about career
The training
paths in aviation, Johnson said,
Heck, who is director of training
“Once I started taking kids up for
for Citizens in Space, has lined up a
rides, the other AE activities CAP
full program for this summer. The
provides were a natural fit for me.”
citizen-astronauts will travel to the
Heck — who was inducted last
Federal Aviation Administration’s
year into the Ohio Veterans Hall of
Civil Aerospace Medical Institute
Fame, the highest honor the state
in Oklahoma City, where they’ll
bestows on veterans in recognition
benefit from expert training in
Besides teaching aerospace lessons to high of their service after retirement —
survival tactics, high-altitude issues
school students, 2nd Lt. Michael Johnson, put on his teacher’s hat, noting,
and other effects of space flight.
left, is the aerospace education officer for “Some of the best mentors for
In July, they’ll undergo suborbital
the Texas Wing’s Redbird Composite young people are those in CAP. They
training, including centrifuge work,
Squadron cadets, including, from left, Cadet are the kind of people you want
at the National Aerospace Training
Airman Ty’Aria Carlisle, Cadet Chief Master working with your kids.” He is a
and Research Center in SouthSgts. Stephen Cornell and Aaron Sloan, big fan of the STEM approach
hampton, Pa. — the first FAACadet Airman Marian Parras and Cadet 2nd inherent in both CAP AE materials
approved center that meets all the
Lt. Asha Beacham. Photo by Capt. Lee Williams, and the Citizens in Space experiment
training requirements for commercial Texas Wing
opportunities. Anticipating the
human spaceflight. Once they’ve
suborbital experiments will evolve
completed this summer’s rigorous training, the Citizens
into reports authored by students, he has great expectin Space astronauts will be certified as payload
ations: “I think this will separate out our kids in college
integrators and mission specialists.
essays if they can point to published results of a
Like Heck, Adams is a Teachers in Space alumna and
scientific experiment.”
already has received considerable training. Since she first
The liftoff
became involved with Teachers in Space in 2009, she has
Actual flights in XCOR’s Lynx spacecraft aren’t
experienced two suborbital flights with NASA, a stint in
expected for three to five years. Adams anticipates they
a hyperbaric chamber, a stunt flying venture and a field
would last only 35 to 40 minutes but would fly 50 miles
trip to XCOR.
beyond Earth’s atmosphere — high enough to get those
The CAP benefit
aboard their astronaut wings.
All three CAP members selected by the Citizens in
It’s too early to determine a launch site, Wright said.
Space program are testaments to CAP’s aerospace program.
“XCOR expects to operate from a number of locations.
Adams, who established one of the first elementary
Our flights could be from Mojave Air and Space Port in
robotics programs in the nation and whose school is
California; from Midland, Texas; from the Kennedy
known for its NASA Fridays and Space Week, acknowlSpace Center in Florida; or even from Curacao.”
edges CAP’s quality AE resources are what prompted her
Johnson had a thoughtful take on his path to space.
to join the organization in 2002. “I use CAP materials all
“I think the journey to the launch date will be as
the time to enrich our curriculum,” she said.
rewarding as the experience itself,” he said. “I am in no
Johnson, a single- and multi-engine commercial pilot
hurry, actually. I am savoring every moment.” ▲
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Thunder

Angel

Civil Air Patrol exercises alongside Air Force in largest
SAR training operation in world

By Jennifer S. Kornegay
Civil Air Patrol members recently participated
for the first time ever in a U.S. Air Force search
and rescue exercise — Angel Thunder, the
largest search and rescue training operation in
the world. Sponsored at Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base, Ariz., by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the
exercise included state emergency service agencies,
sheriffs’ offices and other local authorities in addition to
the Air Force and other military resources.
CAP’s Arizona and New Mexico wings participated in
the “catastrophic incident search and rescue” portion of
the event.
Lt. Col. Robert Ditch, the Arizona Wing’s director of
emergency services, served as exercise coordinator for
CAP during Angel Thunder. “I’m retired Air Force and
became aware of the exercise in the fall of 2011,” Ditch
said. “Since SAR is one of CAP’s primary missions, I felt
we should be involved.”
After he made some contacts, the Air Force quickly
invited his wing to participate. A few months later, the New
Mexico Wing came on board, adding another Air Force
retiree, Lt. Col. Darrel Knutson, to the planning team.
Angel Thunder simulated the aftermath of a
magnitude-8.0 earthquake with mass casualties. More

C

than 150 CAP personnel worked five command posts and
multiple mobile command centers, conducting both air
and ground operations to find, treat and save survivors.
Second Lt. Ryan Stark of the New Mexico Wing said
he’ll never forget the experience. “It was such a huge
honor to be a part of it, since it was the first time the
two wings and the Air Force have been directly involved
in a SAR exercise together. It was an historic opportunity,”
he said.
Stark began the first day serving as public
information officer for one of the incident commanders.
He then worked as mission observer on the first plane
CAP put in the air. “We were on a photo reconnaissance
damage assessment mission and flew from Albuquerque
almost all the way to Flagstaff, Ariz., photographing all
the airports in between.”
Stark, who subsequently served as PIO for the Arizona
command center and was one of the PIOs reporting to
the CAP Area Command, described how his CAP
training paid off: “The National Incident Management
System we learn in CAP is so valuable, and this scenario
highlighted that. I may be a CAP member from New
Mexico, but at that moment I was working in support of
a sheriff in Arizona, and the transition was seamless.”

Background: CAP’s Arizona and New Mexico wings participated in the catastrophic incident search and
rescue portion of Angel Thunder, the largest search and rescue training operation in the world. In addition to
CAP, other state emergency service agencies, sheriffs’ offices and local authorities joined forces with the U.S.
Air Force and various military resources for the event. Photo by 2nd Lt. Ryan Stark, New Mexico Wing
24 Civil Air Patrol Volunteer

■

July-September 2013

“Angel Thunder showed
CAP to be a capable
force-multiplier at low
cost to support the
NORTHCOM mission.
CAP was enthusiastic
about participating in
Angel Thunder, which is a
very complicated exercise,
and each member
provided a valuable
contribution to the
success of the exercise.”
– Brett Hartnett, Air Force
exercise director and
technical manager
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Capt. Dallas Lane, SAR officer for the Arizona Wing
and the wing’s director of ground operations, described
the exercise as “a whole lot of fun as well as an
important learning tool.” Lane served as Arizona Wing
agency representative/unified command representative
for the largest incident command post, in Springerville,
Ariz. — the center of the simulated quake.
CAP’s contribution to Angel Thunder wasn’t limited
to the organization’s traditional aerial prowess, as Lane
explained. “Historically, CAP has been primarily
involved in SAR from the air, but in the last several
years we have become more involved in ground SAR.
Especially with personal locator beacons now being

commonly available to hikers, hunters, etc., more and
more people are using them,” he said. “Because of this,
in Arizona, we have developed a wing-level ground
team to provide electronic direction finding services
statewide for these types of missions conducted with
the sheriffs’ offices, since they typically don’t have the
direction finding equipment needed to search for
personal locator beacons.”
Angel Thunder was the first exercise where the
Arizona Wing Ground Team had the opportunity to
exercise and integrate with teams from other agencies.
“It worked beautifully. We deployed SAR teams from
five agencies as a task force. Everyone was on the same
page,” Lane said. “I was stoked.”
Ditch stressed the multiple benefits CAP reaped. “We
were able to prove and demonstrate the efficacy and
value of establishing a regional area command center and
multistate unified command structure under Incident
Command System principles in support of a sheriff ’s
command,” he said.
“And there was another good thing: We were given the
opportunity to discover any holes and problems in our
program, planning and equipment. That’s great, because

As part of Angel Thunder, members of the Arizona Wing
Ground Team board the Arizona Department of Public
Safety Air Rescue Ranger helicopter for SAR operations
in the White Mountains. Photo courtesy of James Maxcy, Coconino County
Sheriff’s Office

One of the ground team members, Cadet Staff Sgt.
Chandler Lane, conducts wide area search operations.

Photo by 2nd Lt. Roland Pfetsch, Arizona Wing
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First Lt. Joshua Skeen
of Albuquerque Senior
Squadron 2 photographs
the Meteor Crater
Visitor Center in
Arizona from the air as
part of Civil Air Patrol’s
participation in the
Angel Thunder training
exercise. CAP performed
aerial damage
assessment and
ground team missions
Maj. James Steele, commander of New Mexico’s Albuquerque

as part of the drill.
Photo by 2nd Lt. Ryan Stark, New Mexico Wing

Senior Squadron 2, standing left, discusses flight operations
during the training exercise with Maj. Paul Combellick of the

then we won’t discover them in a real-world emergency.
“We exceeded all CAP and Air Force expectations
and objectives at a fraction of what it would have cost
any other organization to do it,” Ditch continued. “The
Air Force was overwhelmed by our planning expertise
and our SAR skills. We have already been invited to
come back next year to expand and support the mission.”
First Lt. Jeff Landtiser, an Arizona Wing ground team
leader, agreed. “We are one of the best-kept secrets in
the country as far as SAR and emergency service entities
go,” he said. “Some of the other people we worked
with were astonished to find out all we could do, our
training, the level of certifications our people have and
the fact that we have ground crews. And we earned high
marks for our professionalism across the board. For CAP,
the experience was one of the best ways to market the
organization in the region.”
Brett Hartnett, the Air Force’s Angel Thunder
exercise director and technical manager, backed up that
assessment: “Angel Thunder showed CAP to be a
capable force-multiplier at low cost to support the
NORTHCOM mission. CAP was enthusiastic about
participating in Angel Thunder, which is a very
complicated exercise, and each member provided a
valuable contribution to the success of the exercise.”
The exercise also helped further the working
relationship between the Air Force and CAP. “We were
able to actively utilize CAP personnel and identify a few

Arizona Wing, seated, and Lt. Col. Larry Zentner of New Mexico
at Arizona’s Springerville Municipal Airport. More than 150 CAP
personnel worked five command posts and multiple mobile
command centers conducting both air and ground SAR
operations. Members earned high marks from the Air Force for
their professionalism. Photo by 2nd Lt. Ryan Stark, New Mexico Wing

areas to work on,” said Maj. Ken Knox, the Air Force’s
lead planner. “We also found ways to better utilize all
CAP offers so we can work better together in the future.”
Angel Thunder intentionally centered the simulated
disaster on the Arizona-New Mexico state line to add an
additional “speed bump” for participants to overcome.
That didn’t faze CAP. The two participating wings
almost instantly formed a unified command, proving
something most members have long felt: CAP is unified.
“We may have 52 wings, but there are no borders
between us,” Ditch said. “We worked so well together,
and the relationship was peerless. This is what makes
CAP such a unique and successful organization.”▲
For additional coverage on Angel Thunder,
see the June 2013 issue of Air Force Magazine
(http://www.airforcemag.com/MagazineArchive/Pages/2013
/June%202013/0613angel.aspx).
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CAP’s photo assessments, both in the air
and — this time — on the ground, help
Oklahoma residents cope with disaster
By Steve Cox

This photo taken by a CAP ground team in Moore, Okla.,
shows the destruction wrought by the EF-5 tornado, which
had winds of 200-plus mph.
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“Civil Air Patrol has flown since immediately after
the storm to provide aerial photography to assist in
all these efforts. And to all these great airmen, thanks
for your selfless service during this very, very difficult
period. They really do make all of us proud.”
– Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh
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CAP officers and cadets
review a mosaic of pastedtogether aerial images of
the Moore tornado’s track
to formulate a plan for
photographing lots where
homes had been located.
Photo by Lt. Col. Kacy Harsha,
Oklahoma Wing

W

When two powerful tornadoes swept
through Oklahoma on consecutive days in
mid-May, Civil Air Patrol quickly responded
to the disaster.
But this wasn’t a typical mission for many of the more
than 100 CAP members from Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Kansas and Texas who answered the call for help. Not
only did CAP aircrews take flight to provide aerial
damage assessment photos of tornado-ravaged areas —
as they had done after hurricanes Isaac and Sandy in
2012 and tornadoes the year before in Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
and Joplin, Mo. — but this time around CAP’s photo
skills were also put to work on the ground.
“I don’t think we’ve ever had a mission like this one,”
Lt. Col. Dave Roberts said of the block-by-block, lot-tolot ground team taskings requested by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.
“We’ve had boots on the ground and have been right
in the middle of it from day one,” said Roberts, one of
CAP’s incident commanders and the Oklahoma Wing's
director of emergency services.
The ground team taskings were launched to photograph up to 14,000 home sites and other properties
damaged by the tornadoes. The mission began less than
two days after the worst of the two storms — a monstrous
EF5 with winds of up to 200 mph — formed near
Newcastle, Okla., and headed northeast before gaining
strength and slamming into Moore, just south of
Oklahoma City.
The hardest-hit areas were near Plaza Towers
Elementary School, where hundreds of children were
still attending class, and the Briarwood neighborhoods
where most homes were completely destroyed. “The
damage is difficult to see and process,” said Maj. Sam
Ory, a ground team leader and Oklahoma Wing
member, on the first day of CAP’s response. “Before you
get here and witness it, you really can’t imagine a storm
causing this destruction.”
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
estimated the damage path to be almost 2 miles wide at
its peak with debris scattered more than 3 miles from
ground zero. The tornado killed 24, including 10 children.
“We’re literally sending teams to each and every house

and business that’s been damaged,” said Capt. Rick
Rutledge, CAP’s public information officer for the
mission. “From the air side, we’ve been able to provide
FEMA with high-definition photographs for the entire
17-mile track of the tornado.”
CAP’s role in the massive tornado response didn’t
go unnoticed.
“Civil Air Patrol has flown since immediately after the
storm to provide aerial photography to assist in all these
efforts,” U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A.
Welsh said in a press briefing at the Pentagon during the

Photos taken by CAP aircrews on the day after the Moore, Okla.,
tornado show the destruction wrought by the powerful storm.

CAP mission pilot Maj. Rob Greenwood, right, checks in with the
flight release officer before launching a sortie to collect aerial
imagery of the path of one of the Oklahoma tornadoes. Looking
on is Cadet Maj. Riley Mitchum, a mission observer trainee who
served as a part of the CAP aircrew.
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Top: Cadet 1st Lt. Johnathan Foster, right, of the
Texas Wing looks on as Cadet Tech. Sgt. Blake
Bolluyt, also of Texas Wing, snaps a photo to
document residential tornado damage in Moore,
Okla. Photo by 1st Lt. Barry Fogerty, Oklahoma Wing
Kristen Dickerson of KTUL-TV, the ABC affiliate in
Tulsa, Okla., interviews Capt. Rick Rutledge, who
served as CAP’s public information officer at the
command center in Moore. Rutledge, also the
Oklahoma Wing’s public affairs officer, worked with
The Associated Press as well as other national
and regional media outlets in the aftermath of the
storm, providing updated information about CAP’s
response. Photo by Capt. Patti Ford, Oklahoma Wing
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first week of the response. “And to all these great airmen, thanks for
your selfless service during this very, very difficult period. They really
do make all of us proud.”
Roberts said the system for working CAP’s ground team mission
was ingenious. CAP’s aerial photo tracks taken for FEMA and the
Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management, which
documented the depth and breadth of the damage, were added
to Google Earth images from Moore and surrounding areas to
determine where streets and houses had been located, creating a grid
to guide CAP’s pilots. On the ground, GPS trackers were used to
place housing sites within 30 feet of their location, allowing CAP to
photograph each home site.
Initially, CAP ground teams were taking an average of 500 photos
per day, but they were able to triple that number as more volunteers
and more cameras were added.
CAP members who responded said residents were glad to see them
at work. “It really drives home what I’ve seen on the news the last
couple of days,” said Capt. Brian Sommers of the Oklahoma Wing,
a ground team leader for the block-by-block photography. “I feel bad
for the people affected by the storms and am amazed at the positive
attitude of homeowners. All have said ‘thank you’ for our support.”
Oklahoma’s transportation secretary, Gary Ridley, told The
Associated Press aerial photographs of damage like those provided by
CAP are especially helpful. “We can see before and after, and we can
make assessments of where help is needed,” he said.

Other officials chimed in as well. “CAP gets the job
done. We don’t have to worry,” said Linda Pryor,
emergency management officer with ODEM, which she
said used the images “to compare which houses were
there and which weren’t so FEMA can assist in
providing recovery money to the homeowners.”
Immediately following the first tornadoes that
touched down May 19 near Edmond and Shawnee,
members from the Oklahoma Wing’s Cleveland County,
Edmond, Flying Castle and Oklahoma City composite
squadrons responded in numbers. They assisted in
search and rescue in the hardest-hit areas, and they
provided temporary communications support to the city
of Moore and logistics support in the staging areas of
the response following the second tornado on May 20.
Other members rushed to help as well.
In addition to their flights for the state, Oklahoma
Wing members provided air and ground sorties to a
combat camera team from Air Combat Command,
which plans to produce a story on military support of
the ongoing relief efforts. They also flew The Associated
Press to help make the public more aware of what CAP

was doing to assist state and federal agencies responding
to the tornadoes.
Oklahoma Wing members also worked a missing
plane mission near Bixby in the midst of the chaos. The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
Search and Rescue Satellite Aided Tracking System
picked up an emergency locator transmitter signal at
Myers Field and a team was dispatched to the private
airport, where an errant ELT was silenced.
Lt. Col. Russell Davis of the Oklahoma Wing, CAP’s
initial incident commander for the tornado mission,
wasn’t surprised by the diligence of his comrades.
“CAP’s unpaid professionals are ever-vigilant, trained
and ready to serve our fellow citizens when disaster
strikes,” he said.
CAP’s customers also expressed confidence in the
members’ efforts: “I am honored to work with such an
amazing team,” Chris Vaughan, geospatial information
officer for FEMA, said in an email to those involved in
documenting the tornado damage. “Thank you for
everything you do. You are really making a difference in
the way that we support survivors.” ▲

Cadet Capt. Caleb Ritchie, center, of the
Oklahoma Wing’s Edmond Composite
Squadron works with other CAP cadets at
one of the distribution sites in Moore.
Photo by Capt. Patti Ford, Oklahoma Wing
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Program Expands to Offer Three
Flight Academies
By Mitzi Palmer

July-September 2013

A

Participants listen to a welcome talk from Bill Pritchett, Academy of
Model Aeronautics education director, at the first Model Airplane
and Remote Control Flight Academy. Photo by Lt. Col. Randall Carlson, Pacific Region
Below: Cadets assemble a plane as part of the new
summer activity.

A

As Lt. Col. Randall Carlson sees it, learning
to fly by remote control starts with
individuals who are intrigued by aviation
and get bitten by what the Academy of Model
Aeronautics calls “the RC flying bug.”
“I remember meeting a World War II P-51 pilot,
Maj. William E. Rice, at an AMA club meeting not too
long ago,” Carlson said. “He has since passed, but his
love of flight began in 1937 building flying models out
of the Model Airplane News magazine. In a way, his
service in defending America and his love of flight all go
back to that moment, when as a teenager he began
cutting balsa wood, determining the center of gravity
and learning how to fly correctly.”
That, Carlson said, is the type of person — driven by
a lifelong passion for flight — who’s working with

today’s youth in CAP’s Aerospace Education Model
Airplane and Remote Control Program.
Carlson serves as activity director of the MARC program, which promotes aeromodeling and aviation as
educational tools and focuses on providing model aviation
education opportunities and hands-on experiences for
CAP cadet, senior and teacher members. He’s also external
aerospace education officer for CAP’s Pacific Region.
This summer, the MARC program is expanding and
offering three Remote Control Flight Academies, a year
after the inaugural academy was held in 2012. Offered
as part of CAP’s full schedule of National Cadet Special
Activities consisting of more than 30 programs
nationwide, the academies will be held July 6-13 in
Oshkosh, Wis.; July 20-27 in Dublin, Calif.; and Aug.
9-16 in Salina, Kan.
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Flight Academy Expansion
Aspiring remote control pilots attending the
academies will receive formal ground instruction from
the AMA and will fly with an AMA flight instructor.
“The learning environment is specially designed with a
low instructor-to-student ratio, which provides opportunities for mentoring and individual attention,” Carlson said.
Participants will also receive at least 20 hours of
hands-on flight time learning the basics of flying electric
and gas-powered model aircraft, four hours of ground
instruction and up to six hours of remote control flight
simulator training. Additional time will be spent
building various rubber-band-powered aircraft and an
old-fashioned stick and tissue catapult free-flight glider.
“We hope the cadets walk away from these flight
academies with experiences they will remember
forever,” Carlson said.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
To learn more about the Civil Air Patrol Model
Airplane and Remote Control Program, go to

www.modelaircraft.org/education/CAP_MARC.aspx
or contact Debbie Dahl at ddahl@capnhq.gov.
To learn more about CAP’s full lineup of
National Cadet Special Activities, go to

http://www.ncsas.com/. For those who cannot attend
a MARC Flight Academy, CAP is offering free MARC
STEM Kits to CAP units and educator members
across the nation. For more information, go to
www.capmembers.com/stem-ed or contact
stem@capnhq.gov.

STEM-based Learning
In addition to the flight academies, the CAP MARC
program offers STEM-related (science, technology,
engineering and math) learning applications that Carlson
notes are the first steps to introducing aeromodeling and
remote control flight.
“The goals and objectives of MARC are to bring back
the hobby and sport of aeromodeling and building and
flying aero models,” he said. “MARC educational CDs
are a how-to reference library related to building and
flying model airplanes. They are complemented by a
workbook featuring aeromodeling activities on the
MARC CDs as well as commercially available kits cadets
can build and fly.”

AMA Partnership
As the world’s largest model aviation association,
AMA has more than 150,000 members and is the
charter organization for more than 2,500 model airplane
clubs across the U.S.

“AMA clubs love working with youth and look
forward to helping young CAP cadets get into their
hobby and sport,” said Carlson, adding that many of the
AMA’s 30,000 youth members belong to CAP.
In addition to complimentary AMA youth memberships, the AMA MARC program also offers CAP units
the opportunity to become associate AMA clubs.
“This is a free program that lets both groups retain
their autonomy while allowing CAP units to apply for
AMA grants and support in running a remote-control
program at the unit level,” Carlson said. “This also fosters
cooperation between AMA-chartered clubs and CAP units.”
“We hope to inspire participants to catch the spirit of
aeromodeling to make their own remote control flights
happen,” he said.
In addition, a special Take-off and Grow (TAG)
program is offered as an AMA partnership initiative with
CAP units. Through TAG, AMA chapters work with
CAP units to help students fly remote control aircraft. ▲

“We hope to inspire participants to catch the spirit of aeromodeling
to make their own remote control flights happen.”
– Lt. Col. Randall Carlson, activity director of CAP’s MARC program
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Johnny Boyd

National Commander from 1979-1982
Recalled as Major CAP Contributor
By Dan Bailey

W

When Brig. Gen. Johnnie Boyd’s threeyear term as Civil Air Patrol national
commander ended in August 1982, only
the first stage of his national-level service
to the organization was over.
One of his successors as national commander, Brig.
Gen. Warren J. Barry, turned to Boyd in 1990 to serve
as national finance officer — “once again bringing Gen.
Boyd’s immense talent to bear on critical CAP
programs,” said Brig. Gen. Richard L. Anderson, who
served as Barry’s national vice commander and
succeeded him as national commander.
Boyd, whose CAP career began when he joined the
Oklahoma Wing at age 15 in 1943 as only its 23rd
cadet, died May 19 at Lake Eufaula, Okla. He was 85.
As national commander, one of Boyd’s main
emphases was on aerospace education for CAP’s adult
members. Accordingly, he played a major role in
creation of the Aerospace Education Program for senior
members in 1982, as well as the Charles E. “Chuck”
Yeager Aerospace Education Achievement Award for
those participating in it.
“In fact, they wanted to name it after him,” but he
wouldn’t let them, said Boyd’s son, Danny Colvert. “He
said they should name it for someone with a higher
profile.” As a result, the honor went to Yeager instead,
Colvert said. That suited his father just fine, he said,
adding that the two men were friends.
Fittingly, in April 1982 Boyd was recognized with the
“World Educator of the Year” award by the National
Congress on Aerospace Education.
Before being elected national commander in

Brig. Gen. Johnnie Boyd pauses for a photo while filling out
paperwork during his term as CAP national commander from
1979-1982.

September 1979, he served as Oklahoma Wing chief of
staff, Oklahoma Wing commander, Southwest Region
commander and national vice commander. Brig. Gen. S.
Hallock du Pont Jr., CAP’s chairman of the National
Board — forerunner of the national commander’s
position — from October 1970-October 1973, learned
to value Boyd’s service during those years.
“He would always do everything he was asked; he was
ready to do anything needed, whether in his region or
anywhere else,” du Pont said. “Johnnie Boyd was very
well-liked and admired by anyone who ever worked
under him or over him or for him or with him. I really
can’t say enough about him.”
Citizens Serving Communities
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Anderson, national commander from
September 1993-September 1996, recalled
first meeting Boyd at the 1979 National
Board meeting in Salt Lake City, during
which Boyd was elected national
commander.
“He had already accumulated a
respected record of leadership and
service as the Oklahoma and
Southwest Region commander,”
Anderson recalled. “My respect for him
was immediate and deep, and it continued
from that day until now.”
He also fondly recalled Boyd’s wife, who
preceded him in death by only seven weeks at age 90.
“His wife and helpmate in life, Lt. Col. Minnie Boyd,
was an invaluable complement to Johnnie’s CAP career,”
Anderson said. “The legacy of this wonderful CAP
couple will endure always, and I count it the privilege of
a lifetime to have called Brig. Gen. Johnnie Boyd
‘friend.’ ”
Colvert said the couple met at a CAP function in
1965. And, he said, he and his brothers, John and
Duane Boyd, followed their parents into the organization’s ranks. All three sons joined what’s now the Flying
Castle Composite Squadron — based at Tinker Air
Force Base, Okla., where their father worked for decades
as a methods engineer — as cadets and continued to
serve as senior members. John Boyd achieved the CAP
rank of lieutenant colonel, Colvert was a major and
Duane Boyd was a captain.
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Brig. Gen. Johnnie Boyd and his wife,
Lt. Col. Minnie Boyd, are all smiles
during a CAP formal event.

His father and mother were also
active as planning committee members
with the International Air Cadet
Exchange, Colvert said — a role that took
them to such far-flung destinations as
Germany and Hong Kong.
Boyd served in the U.S. Marine Corps during
World War II and later in the Marine Corps and Air
Force reserves. While he rarely spoke of his combat
service in the Pacific Theater, Colvert said, “he was
most definitely involved in a number of battles with
which history is quite familiar.”
His son cited Boyd’s appearance in 1949 on, of all
places, the silver screen, in one of John Wayne’s
signature films, “Sands of Iwo Jima.” “If you look closely
during the landing scene, you might be able to see him;
he was one of the Marines hitting the beach,” Colvert
said. “He knew what he was doing in the shot, as he had
actually done it for real the first time.”
His father’s death from a massive heart attack
occurred while he was doing something he loved,
Colvert said — fishing at Lake Eufaula. The fact that he
went while enjoying the outdoors wasn’t particularly
surprising, his son said. “He was young for his age.” ▲

REGISTER NOW!

2013
Civil Air
Patrol
Annual
Conference

Sheraton Denver
Downtown Hotel
August 15-17, 2013
Denver, Colorado
www.capmembers.com/events/
cap_annual_conference/
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THE
Their commitment makes the
national commander’s job a little easier
By Jennifer S. Kornegay

With nearly 61,000 members in all 50
states, CAP is a massive organization,
and leading it as national commander is
an equally massive task. But the national commander is
able to call on some willing and able assistants in the
form of the Aide Team, members who routinely reach
out and assist with a host of duties, all while also
fulfilling responsibilities for their home regions, wings
and squadrons.
Aide Team members help at the annual national
conference and other events, assisting the national
commander and vice commander to ensure logistics,
scheduling and protocol needs surrounding these
meetings and functions are met. National commanders

select their aides, who serve for as long as the commander
desires. Aides can span more than one commander’s
tenure if the succeeding commander wants to keep the
same team.
Maj. Grace M. Stapf leads the team as the chief aidede-camp to the national commander. She’s also director
of cadet programs for the Maryland Wing. Her multiple
achievements in CAP — such as three Commander’s
Commendations, a Meritorious Service Award, an
Exceptional Service Award, the Distinguished Service
Award and the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Award, the
organization’s highest cadet achievement — have served
her well and help ensure she always serves the national
commander well, too.
Stapf explained her devotion to her position on the
Aide Team. “The job of an aide-de-camp is to handle
the small details so the commander can focus on the
critical aspects of managing the organization. Working
in this position has given me the opportunity to see how
the organization is governed and the passion with which
the leaders of the organization serve,” she said. “They
each hold the organization in the highest esteem, and
seeing how that translates into the governance process
has been interesting.”
One key trait all Aide Team members must possess is
commitment. Another is professionalism, as Stapf
explained: “All of our duties require interaction with the
senior leaders of Civil Air Patrol and CAP-USAF, so it is
vital that we conduct ourselves with the highest level of

Above: Maj. Grace M. Stapf, center, is chief aide-de-camp for Civil Air Patrol’s Aide Team, which assists Maj. Gen. Chuck Carr, national
commander. Posing for a photo with her at the 2013 winter meeting in Washington, D.C., are two other Aide Team members — Majs.
Rene E. McCoy, left, and Lazaro “Laz” Garcia. Photos by Susan Schneider, CAP National Headquarters
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professionalism, discretion and respect,” she said.
Maj. Lazaro “Laz” Garcia, aide-de-camp to the
national commander as well as cadet activities officer
and color guard coordinator for the Florida Wing’s
Pembroke Pines Composite Squadron, agreed with
Stapf. “It really is an honor and privilege to be that close
to the national commander and chief operating officer,
knowing the complex decisions they have to make on a
daily basis,” Garcia said. “They have the utmost
confidence in us and know we would never discuss
anything heard or seen in any meeting we may attend
with them.”
Being on the Aide Team is a coveted position. It’s also
a big job.
Lt. Col. Jorge Del Rio is an aide-de-camp who has a
long history with CAP, having joined as a cadet in 1977
after happening upon a CAP bake sale at a local store.
Those he serves are busy, he said, and that means he’s
just as busy.
“At a wing conference, a member once asked me
whether the generals ever slept since they always
appeared to be all over the place,” said Del Rio, a
member of the Georgia Wing and former disaster relief
and emergency services officer for the Southeast Region.
The work is hard, and much of it goes unnoticed by
many, as Maj. Rene E. McCoy, aide-de-camp to the
national commander, explained. “We might be close to

the commander, but our job is focused on being low-key
and behind the scenes,” said McCoy, cadet activities
officer for the California Wing. “We are in place to
make the commander’s job easier and focused on their
interaction with members and their schedule at any
conference or meeting they attend.”
“The biggest thing about being a member of the
aide-de-camp team is it’s not about us,” added Stapf.
“Yes, we have access to the highest-ranking members in
our organization, but that is a fact to be revered and
not abused.”
The Aide Team’s impact on CAP events isn’t lost on
the top official they all work to assist. Maj. Gen. Chuck
Carr, national commander, is aware and appreciative of
the role each team member plays.
“As commander of Civil Air Patrol, I didn’t realize the
amount of time involved in trying to manage the many
conferences and meetings requiring my attendance,”
Carr said. “Maj. Grace Stapf and her team work
tirelessly behind the scenes, ensuring not only that I
arrive where I am scheduled to, but also that someone is
available to assist me.
“Maj. Stapf is an incredibly humble person, and she
and her team accomplish their duties in an outstanding
manner. I am honored that they elected to serve.” ▲

Capt. Jonathan Khattar of the Nevada Wing walks with Maj. Gen.

Lt. Col. Jorge Del Rio of the Georgia Wing, left, and Maj. Lazaro

Chuck Carr, national commander, and his chief aide-de-camp,

“Laz” Garcia of the Florida Wing enjoy the hard work associated

Maj. Grace M. Stapf, during the 2012 Winter Board meeting in

with their jobs on the aide-de-camp team.

Lt. Col. Janeen Chazell contributed to this report.

Washington, D.C.
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Mississippi Wing Partners to Protect Threatened
By Mitzi Palmer

E

Each year, an estimated 250,000
sea turtles are accidentally captured,
injured or killed by U.S. commercial
and recreational fisherman, according
to the Sea Turtle Conservancy. Many of these
injuries and deaths occur while the turtles are
migrating through fishing areas in the Gulf of
Mexico and become either wrapped in nets
or hooked on bait lines.
In Mississippi, the number of sea turtle
sightings and strandings spiked dangerously
in early 2010, prompting local organizations
to take a proactive approach to ensure these
endangered species’ safety.
To help with these efforts, Civil Air
Patrol’s Mississippi Wing provides aerial survey support
to the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources.

Tracking Turtles
The mission, which currently targets the Lepidochelys
kempii — more commonly known as the Kemp’s ridley
sea turtle — supports the Institute for Marine Mammal
Studies’ Mammal Mortality Program.
“We’ve been operating this mission since April of
2011,” said Maj. Hank Rogers, Mississippi Wing
director of operations. “We basically support the
MDMR’s fishing vessel activity surveys, which in turn
provide the information to the Institute for Marine
Mammal Studies and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.”
The surveys record the number and type of vessels
working in the Mississippi Sound as well as some of the
adjacent marshes of eastern and southeastern Louisiana.
Rogers said the team usually flies twice a month
during the spring and summer months — active times
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for sea turtles — and once a month at other
times throughout the year.
“The cataloging of vessels helps the trio
identify potential threats to the Kemp’s ridley
before they can impact the species,” he said.

Threats to the Kemp’s Ridleys
Named after Richard M. Kemp, a fisherman and
naturalist from Key West, Fla., the endangered turtles
are considered to be the smallest marine turtle in the
world with one of the most unusual synchronized
nesting habits.
They appear to prefer neritic habitats, according to
NOAA’s Fisheries Office of Protected Resources —
relatively shallow coastal waters, which typically contain
muddy or sandy bottoms where prey can be found.
Similar to olive ridleys — the world’s most abundant
turtle — large groups of Kemp’s ridleys gather off a
particular nesting beach near Rancho Nuevo, Mexico, in
the state of Tamaulipas. Then waves of females come

ashore and nest in what is known as an “arribada,”
which means “arrival” in Spanish.
“There are many threats to sea turtles, including
marine debris, environmental contamination, disease,
loss or degradation of habitat, artificial lighting and
incidental fishing gear interations,” noted Capt. Darrin
Stewart, projects officer for the MDMR Shrimp and
Crab Bureau and director of operations for the
Mississippi Wing’s Col. Berta A. Edge Composite
Squadron in Biloxi. “As my agency is charged with
fisheries management, we have a unique opportunity to
educate shrimp trawl and hook and line fishermen as we
monitor all vessel activity that
may pose a threat.”
Stewart leads the CAP survey
team and works alongside Lt.
Col. Wes Bennett, who provides
ground support, and many others
who help make the mission run
smoothly.
The device used to address
interactions between marine turtles and trawl fishing
gear is the turtle excluder device, or TED, which was
developed by NOAA Fisheries. It consists of a grid of
bars with an opening at the trawl net’s top or bottom,
allowing only small creatures such as shrimp to pass
through the bars for capture.
Starting in July 2010, the MDMR Office of Marine
Fisheries, through funding from the National Fish and

Wildlife Foundation, began distributing TEDs to
resident Mississippi licensed shrimp fishermen who use
skimmer trawls.
“We are hopeful the information we provide to these
key organizations will give them a better understanding
of what may or may not be a contributing factor in the
Kemp’s ridley sea turtle strandings,” Stewart said.
So far this year, only four strandings were recorded in
the area in March, compared to 48 and 58, respectively,
in March 2011 and 2012.
“Of course one is too many, but this is a vast
improvement,” Stewart said, “so perhaps our efforts are
helping make a difference.” ▲

Opposite: A loggerhead turtle uses a turtle excluder device
(TED) to escape a fishing net. Photo courtesy of NOAA Fisheries
Background: An oyster dredge boat is photographed working in
an area just east of the Louisiana marshes.The dredges pull a
large “rake and basket” along the bottom of the Mississippi
Sound, gathering oysters as they work. Photo courtesy of Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources

Inset: Mississippi Wing members help prepare for a mammal
mortality survey flight. From left to right are Maj. Hank Rogers,
the wing’s director of operations; Dennis Hopper, a NOAA representative; Lt. Col. Wes Bennett, transportation officer for the wing; and
Capt. Darrin Stewart, projects officer for the MDMR Shrimp and
Crab Bureau and director of operations for the Col. Berta A.
Edge Composite Squadron.

Follow the Sea Turtles!
To track some of the endangered Kemp’s ridley sea turtles that
have been returned to their home in the Mississippi Sound, visit imms.org.
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Integrity Matters

Former Chief of Chaplains remembered
as dedicated CAP servant
By Jennifer S. Kornegay

H
Chaplain Col.
Charles Sharp’s love
for mankind and for
service inspired him
to devote countless
hours to nurturing
forward CAP’s
Chaplain Corps.
He served CAP
for more than
two decades.

“He was a man of such integrity; it made others around him want
to live up to that.” Cindy Timmerman’s voice quivered a bit as she
described her father, Chaplain Col. Charles Sharp.
Sharp passed away in April, and “integrity” is the word used over
and over as fellow chaplains and other CAP members discuss the loss of their
friend, mentor and leader.
Chaplain Lt. Col. Paul Ward knew Sharp for the last 12 years. “He was
one of the most dedicated men I’ve ever known and had so much integrity,”
Ward said.
“He brought so much integrity and hard work to the chaplain position,”
National Commander Maj. Gen. Chuck Carr added.
Sharp, a Baptist minister, educator and missions director, joined CAP in
1993. Later, he served as wing chaplain for Kansas and for Arkansas. He then
served as Southwest Region chaplain from 2002-2004 before being appointed
CAP’s first national chief of chaplains, a position he held until 2008.
During Sharp’s tenure, the Chaplain Corps underwent a major restructuring.
The corporate position of director of chaplain services was eliminated, and the
day-to-day responsibilities were transferred to the chief of chaplains — Sharp.
He skillfully guided this transitional phase, earning respect not only from his
fellow chaplains but also CAP members across the country.
As Carr said, “He will be sorely missed.”
His daughter stressed the love and respect Sharp had for CAP. “His main
goal was to help everyone be the best person they could be,” Timmerman said.
“CAP gave him a great way to do that, a forum to educate others on how to be
better people and lead better lives.”
CAP chaplains perform an important job helping families and others deal
with emotion and stress during and after incidents involving injury or loss of
life. But Sharp believed chaplains had an even larger role to play in the
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day-to-day lives of CAP members, and he placed high
value on helping others develop personally.
“He created a mentoring program for CAP chaplains,”
Ward said. “He had such a great love for God’s people
and a great love for service. I don’t think the man ever
had an enemy; we all thought the world of him.”
Chaplain Col. James W. Hughes echoed Ward,
pointing to Sharp’s role in moving the Chaplain Corps
toward professional development through a series of
specialty tracks.
“Chaplain Sharp was on the front end of that,” said
Hughes, chaplain for the Georgia Wing. “He was very
supportive of the process.”
He also said Sharp was one of the first, if not the
first, to appoint chaplains and character development
instructors for the Chaplain Corps — a time-consuming
but important task, and one he worked at without
complaint.
In honor of his commitment to CAP, Sharp was
recognized with many prestigious awards, including
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Chaplain Col. Charles Sharp
was an integral part of CAP’s
Chaplain Corps, serving as the
national chief of chaplains from
2004-2008. He is pictured here
with Lt. Col. Peggy Myrick of the
Pacific Region.

Military Chaplain Association Distinguished Chaplain
of the Year, the Medal of Merit from the Air Force
Association, a Meritorious Service Award with two
bronze clasps, an Exceptional Service Award with two
bronze clasps and the Distinguished Service Award
in 2008.
Upon his passing, he was memorialized with these
words written by Chief of Chaplains Col. J. Delano Ellis
II that echo the thoughts of everyone who knew him:
“We join his family in saluting his life and work and
commend him to God who rewards all who come to
Him in faith and do His will. Our brother was ‘Promoted
to Glory’ … and his works do follow him.” ▲

Texas Wing
Dedicates New
State-of-the-Art
Headquarters
By Minnie Lamberth

D

“Does the Guard have any armories for sale?”
It’s not something people ask every day,
but that’s the question the Texas Wing
commander had in mind when she called
a fellow Civil Air Patrol member who serves in the
Army National Guard. The answer — “yes” —
eventually yielded a new state-of-the-art headquarters
and regional training center in Nacogdoches for CAP’s
third-largest wing.
The recent dedication of the Brig. Gen. D. H. Byrd
Regional Training Center and Texas Wing Headquarters
in the former Texas Army National Guard Armory was a
long time coming.
“We had been without usable space for 10 years,” said
Col. Brooks Cima, wing commander, referring to the

two tiny offices in a Waco commercial office park that
the wing called home. “We had no place to store
equipment, no place to store records, no place to store
archives. So we were spending a fortune for commercial
storage. There were a lot of things spread out all over the
state of Texas.”
Texas is second only to Alaska in total area, and the
wing is very active. “We probably run one of the highest
volumes of missions,” Cima said. “To operate a wing of
this size, we needed a central location.”
Now they have it. The new headquarters and training
facility, housed on 4.9 acres of land adjacent to A. L.
Mangham Jr. Regional Airport, encompasses 10,722
square feet in the main building and 1,500 square feet
of barracks space.

Above: The new Texas Wing training center and headquarters in
Nacogdoches carries the name of Brig. Gen. D. H. Byrd, the
wing’s first commander and one of CAP’s founding members.

Col. Brooks Cima, Texas Wing commander, cuts the ribbon to
formally open the new Brig. Gen. D. H. Byrd Regional Training
Center and Texas Wing Headquarters in Nacogdoches. Looking
on, from left, are Col. Orlan Scott, former wing commander; the
wing’s chief of staff, Capt. Jerry Green; the wing’s vice
commander, Lt. Col. Jack Jackson; and Col. Frank Buethe,
Southwest Region commander. Photo by Lt. Col. Don Fisher, Texas Wing
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The main building contains four classrooms, a
conference room, a communications center, a full
restaurant kitchen, three offices for paid staff, restrooms,
shower rooms and a large drill hall. The barracks
building, which was purchased and moved onto the
property, sleeps about 45.
“Inside the building, our classrooms are dualpurpose,” said Cima, describing them as the equivalent
of an emergency operations center. The rooms offer
both hard-wired and wireless Internet along with
multiple 55-inch monitors for CAP’s Web Mission
Information Reporting System, for CAP Sortie Tracking
and Reporting and for weather and news feeds.
“The building is important to Civil Air Patrol,
because we can run missions of national significance out
of it,” she said.
The naming of a regional training center for Byrd
connects the facility to the region as well as to the
national organization. “Brig. Gen. Byrd was the first
Texas Wing commander and one of the founding

members of Civil Air Patrol,” Cima said.
Also, the use of the facility as a regional training
center fulfills a commitment to CAP’s Southwest
Region, which provided a portion of the funds. “We
have made it clear to the Southwest Region that we
want to share this facility,” Cima said.
“It’s a really fine facility,” said Col. Frank Buethe,
region commander, noting that the facility looks almost
as if it were built for CAP rather than converted from a
Guard armory. “The team that rehabilitated it did a fine
job. The change is just phenomenal.”
“They have a great facility with all the accoutrements
they need not only for training for cadets, but also for any
of the missions Civil Air Patrol conducts,” Buethe said.
While cadet training can be opened up beyond the
state’s borders to other squadrons in the region, so can
the operational side, he said. In addition, the facility will
provide a site to manage relief operations across a wide
geographic swath in a segment of the U.S. that often
sees tornadoes and hurricanes. ▲

Building CAP’s Future, One Brick at a Time
pleased to announce the Civil Air Patrol
Civil Air Patrol’s Office of Development is

Memorial Brick Park, to be built at the base

of the L-19 “Bird Dog” airplane on the pedestal
in front of CAP National Headquarters at
Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. The park will
provide a permanent home for recognition
of CAP members, units and nonmembers
who have made significant contributions
to CAP’s missions and goals.
Memorials are available in two sizes:
• 4" x 8" red brick with a maximum of three lines
of text for $100 or
• 8" x 8" red paver with a maximum of six lines of
text for $200.
All proceeds will benefit Cadet Programs and
CAP’s Activities Endowment.
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To place your order, click on this link:

http://www.gftpln.org/Article.do?orgId=6507&articleId=25688
&featured=true

or contact Skip Dotherow at (334) 953-7748, ext. 225, or
jdotherow@capnhq.gov.

Giving
Back

Vanguard profits benefit flight
academies, help upgrade
training facilities

By Jenn Rowell

“We think it’s important to
give back to the organization.
It’s a great cause. The cadets
are our future.”
– John McCain of
Vanguard Industries

W

When Civil Air Patrol members nationwide
purchase uniforms, insignia and other
items from Vanguard Industries, some of
those funds are coming back to support a
variety of programs.
John McCain, general manager-east for Vanguard,
said his company has been providing products to CAP
for seven years and donating some of those profits back
to the organization each year.
“We think it’s important to give back to the
organization,” McCain said. “It’s a great cause. The
cadets are our future.”
The funds have been used to support a variety of
programs as well as facility improvements.
In the Northeast Region, $10,000 from Vanguard
was used to offset glider and powered academy expenses,
benefiting about 45 cadets and allowing the region to
keep costs down for youth attending those academies,
said Susan Easter, CAP’s chief financial officer.
Vanguard funds are also benefiting cadet programs in
CAP’s other regions. For example, the kitchen was
upgraded at Hawk Mountain in Kempton, Pa., and
major facility improvements were made at the National
Emergency Services Academy at Camp Atterbury, Ind.
Buildings were anchored, classrooms underwent a
facelift, a radio tower was installed, handicapped
accessible ramps were built and the buildings were
equipped with the Internet, said John Desmarais, CAP’s
director of operations.
“The improvements have allowed us to not only run
several smaller classes on site at NESA but also to offer
training at other times of the year for NESA as well as
for the Indiana Wing and the Great Lakes Region,”
Desmarais said.
Real-world flooding and tornado response operations
have even been conducted from the location in recent
years, he said.
“It’s been great for us,” Desmarais said. ▲
Background: A Civil Air Patrol cadet gets a bird’s-eye view from
a CAP glider during the Northeast Region’s Glider Academy,
one of many programs benefiting from Vanguard funds.
Photo by Col. James Linker, National Headquarters Squadron
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CAP to the Rescue

NESA-trained father, son know what to
do when real-life emergency occurs
By Jennifer S. Kornegay

I

It was a pretty ordinary evening in Kentucky,
until — in a matter of minutes — it wasn’t.
Capt. David Kantor, Louisville Composite
Squadron commander, and his son, 15-year-old
Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Justin Kantor, were on their
way back from color guard practice when they hit a
traffic jam. As their car crawled along, the elder Kantor
realized what was slowing everyone down: “I saw a 10speed bicycle folded in half,” he said.
“Then, about 20 feet away, I saw someone on his
back on the ground not moving.
“Three people were standing over him, but they
didn’t seem to be doing anything.”
Father and son knew exactly how to help, thanks to
training received at CAP’s National Emergency Services
Academy. “It was almost identical to the scenarios I was
tasked with at NESA, and my response was automatic,”
Kantor said.
First he assessed the scene, making sure it was safe to
approach. The injured man was lying in the middle of
the right lane, so Kantor instructed Justin to make sure
oncoming cars would go around them.
“As he ran ahead, I knelt down and said, ‘Hello, my
name is David. I know basic first aid. Can I help you?’
All I heard was a faint moan so I told him, ‘I’ll take that
as a ‘yes,’ and proceeded into the rest of the steps I was
taught at NESA.”
Justin instructed another driver who had stopped to
call 911. He also helped calm the driver who had hit the
cyclist, while his dad continued to administer first aid.
“Airway assessed, breathing assessed, circulation
assessed and there was no major bleeding that I could

see; I then held his head in traction with a cervical spine
hold,” Kantor said. “I kept on talking to him and asking
questions. He was telling me he couldn’t breathe. But, as
long as he was talking, I knew he was breathing fine for
the moment.”
An ambulance arrived within five minutes. The
paramedics asked everyone on scene to step back, but
when they saw the CAP officer had a C-spine hold, they
asked him to stay put.
“The backboard was placed on the ground and the
other paramedics looked right at me and one said, ‘On
your count; you have the head.’ I remembered that from
NESA training too, and said, ‘All ready? On three.’”
After the injured man was secured to the backboard,
he was on his way to the hospital. “Because of his initial
care on the scene, it prevented damage to the spine, and
he should be able to make a full recovery,” Kantor said.
A United
Parcel Service
pilot for the last
24 years, he
joined CAP with
his son in 2011.
He trained at
NESA in 2011

Capt. David Kantor, left, and his son, Cadet Chief Master Sgt.
Justin Kantor, were recognized during their squadron’s annual
awards banquet for their aid to an injured cyclist. They were
honored with Certificates of Recognition for Lifesaving with
Silver Stars.
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Lt. Col. Michael Long, right, presents Capt. David Kantor with the
2011 NESA GSAR Distinguished Graduate award.

and was that year’s Ground Search and Rescue School
Distinguished Graduate; he served on staff in 2012. His
son attended NESA in 2011 and 2012.
Kantor believes the two wouldn’t have been able to
help the cyclist without their NESA experience: “I
would not have been prepared to handle the situation
properly. I was fairly good with Band-Aids, but I
probably would have hurt the victim more than helped
him before my training.”
Lt. Col. Michael Long, commandant of the National
Ground Search and Rescue School, one of three schools
at NESA, agreed.
“Kantor’s NESA training certainly helped,” Long
said. “Real-life emergencies can be very stressful; the
GSAR staff strives to create training that replicates that

stress so they can feel what they’d encounter in the real
world and be prepared. This story validates our training
and how useful it is not only in CAP, but also in other
emergency situations as well.”
Kantor echoed that evaluation. “I cannot compliment
Lt. Col. Michael Long and the NESA GSAR instructor
cadre enough for the training I have received. Training
received in a classroom will not be as effective, unless
combined with hands-on experience through simulated
exercises. Thanks to their dedication, we made a
difference in a man’s life,” he said.
John Desmarais, NESA founder and project officer as
well as director of operations at CAP National
Headquarters, shared those sentiments as well, saying
he finds it gratifying every time he hears a NESA
success story.
“It is so good to see how these folks put this training
to work even outside of CAP programs,” Desmarais said.
“We hear about these things all the time,” he added,
“and they all validate the importance of NESA.
“When I came to work at CAP headquarters, I saw
the need for a standardized national emergency services
program and schoolhouse. With the help of many
dedicated members, we developed NESA’s standardized
curriculum and schools.”
The Kantors have been recognized for the help they
provided, with both receiving the Certificate of
Recognition for Lifesaving with Silver Star at their
squadron’s annual awards banquet. ▲
To learn more about NESA and find out how you can
participate, visit www.nesa.cap.gov.

“This story validates our training and how useful it is not only in
CAP, but also in other emergency situations as well.”
— Lt. Col. Michael Long, commandant of NESA’s
National Ground Search and Rescue School
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Great Lakes
Wisconsin squadron helps rid wetland of refuse
WISCONSIN — Members of La Crosse Composite Squadron
joined forces with staff and volunteers from the WisCorps
conservation group to help clean up a portion of the La
Crosse River Marsh over Earth Day weekend. The marsh is
home to abundant wildlife, serves as a critical wetland that
prevents flooding and provides local residents with a variety
of recreational opportunities, but for some it’s also a place to
dump garbage and refuse.
Cadet Master Sgt. Colton Wilbur, left, and Cadet Staff

Working in teams, 21 CAP members spread out and covered
Sgt. T.J. Henson haul away a discarded television for
difficult-to-access areas that hadn’t been cleaned in many
recycling. Photo by Maj. Todd Mandel, Wisconsin Wing
years. They found discarded televisions, computers, a
dishwasher, bicycles and other refuse. Much of the garbage had to be loaded onto skiffs for removal by
water because of the terrain’s inaccessibility. Participants took their collected garbage to a central dumping
point, where the waste was sorted into recycling piles. They worked for more than six hours and collected
more than 300 pounds of refuse.
“It was great to help out and bring some much-needed manpower and expertise to the day’s efforts,” said
Capt. Linda Zimmerman, the squadron’s emergency services officer, who served as liaison between the
La Crosse Composite teams and WisCorps project managers. >> Maj. Todd Mandel

Middle East

West Virginia cadets score high in Team America Rocketry Challenge
WEST VIRGINIA — The Martinsburg Composite Squadron team
made the 24-team final fly-off in this year’s Team America Rocketry
Challenge at The Plains, Va., ultimately placing 16th in the overall
100-team field of finalists. To qualify for the finals, teams had to
design a rocket that weighed 650 grams or less and carried a
large Grade-A raw egg lying on its side to an altitude of 750 feet,
then return the payload to the ground using a 15-inch parachute
in 48-50 seconds while the egg remained intact.
The top 100 teams emerged from a 725-team national competition. The challenge, now in its 11th year, is sponsored by the
National Association of Rocketry, in partnership with the Aerospace
The Martinsburg Composite Squadron’s rocketry Industries Association, Raytheon Co., Lockheed Martin and others.
team — from left, Cadet Senior Master Sgt. Nicole
Orr, Cadet Airman Nicolas Heredia, Cadet Chief
Master Sgt. Casey Densmore and Cadet 2nd Lt.
Kenneth May — show off their rocket from the
national finals. Densmore, the squadron’s cadet
assistant education officer, served as team
leader. Photo by 1st Lt. Frank Panek, Virginia Wing

The second CAP team in the finals, from the Alabama Wing’s
117th ANG Composite Squadron, finished 94th overall. “Both
teams served CAP in an outstanding way,” said the Martinsburg
team’s mentor, 1st Lt. Frank Panek, the squadron’s deputy
commander for cadets. “We should all be proud of what they
accomplished!”
“I can guarantee that next year we’ll be trying for that No. 1 slot
once again!” said Panek, who served as National Association of
Rocketry launch manager during the competition. >> Dan Bailey
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[ Region News ]

North Central
Wings deliver CAP’s message to Nebraska,
South Dakota lawmakers
A pair of North Central Region wings — Nebraska and South Dakota —
conducted their first Legislative Days, making sure their respective
states’ lawmakers are aware of the services CAP members provide for
their communities and the nation.
In Lincoln, the Nebraska Wing’s day at the Capitol began with a breakfast
meeting and briefings for lawmakers and their staffs. Col. David Plum,
wing commander, briefed senators and legislative staffers on the wing’s
capabilities. Later, members spread throughout the building to meet and
leave information on CAP with senators who hadn’t been able to attend
the breakfast. Officers and cadets alike were on hand for the event.

Lt. Col. Bob McCartney, Omaha
Composite Squadron commander, chats
with Nebraska State Sens. Kate Bolz,
center, and Sarah Howard. Photo by Lt. Col.
Dave Halperin, Nebraska Wing

In Pierre, “the idea is to tell policymakers the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol story of the many volunteer hours
spent on photo reconnaissance and other missions for state, federal, tribal and local governments,” said
Col. John Seten, wing commander. “We also wanted them to know about our cadet program that prepares
young people not just for careers in the military, but also as good citizens.” Seten said it’s important the
public understands, in a time of limited budgets, that CAP helps stretch the state’s resources and saves
money by using well-trained volunteers who are held to the same performance and knowledge standards
as their paid colleagues. >> Maj. Todd Epp and Lt. Col. Dave Halperin

Northeast

New York color guard cadets excel against college competition
NEW YORK — The Leroy R. Grumman Cadet Squadron’s color guard not
only captured the National Society of BlackJacks Drill and Color Guard
Competition’s BlackJack Championship Cup this year, but it also more
than held its own against collegiate teams in the National Society of
Pershing Rifles’ annual Gen. John J. Pershing Memorial Drill Competition.
The BlackJacks competition, conducted alongside the Pershing Rifles
competition for college ROTC cadets, consists of members of CAP, Junior
ROTC and equivalent high-school-age organizations.
The Grumman color guard —
(clockwise, from left) Cadet Chief
Master Sgts. Patrick Tracy and Peter
Girdvil and Cadet Tech. Sgts. Steven
Horowitz and Travis Jensen —
prepares to post the colors.
Photo by Maj. James A. Ridley Sr., New York Wing

When the Grumman cadets arrived in Jacksonville, Fla., to compete in their
third straight BlackJacks meet, they learned things would be a bit different
this time — the Junior ROTC teams had pulled out of the competition’s
color guard phase.
Since they had traveled so far, organizers decided the Grumman cadets
would be the first noncollege unit to compete in the Pershing Rifles event.
They found themselves going up against cadets in 17 college programs from
as far away as California.

The color guard performed so well against the older cadets that its total
score of 193 points led the field until the final two teams performed. Ultimately, the team from Appalachian
State University nudged the New Yorkers out of first place by a single point.
Along with the overall BlackJack Championship Cup, the Grumman cadets also took first place in
inspection. >> Maj. James A. Ridley Sr.
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Pacific
Hawaii squadron helps ensure children
enjoy Easter egg hunt
HAWAII — Members of the 66th Composite Squadron did
their part again this year to lend the Easter Bunny a hand
and make sure the Waikele Easter Egg Hunt was successful
for the area’s children.
Ten members of the unit arrived early in the morning at
Waikele Elementary School to help members of the Waikele
Community Association prepare for the 16th annual egg
hunt. CAP members hid hundreds of decorated eggs
throughout the course, ensured that participants followed
posted rules, dressed up as the Easter Bunny and kept the
event running smoothly throughout the day.
“It was a good experience, helping the youth of my
community. I had a lot of fun,” said Cadet Senior Master Sgt.
Charis Lucero. The members’ contributions marked the
squadron’s fifth year of providing assistance for the activity.
>> Cadet Capt. Abraham Cheng

Members of the 66th Composite Squadron take a
break for a photo — from left, Cadet Senior Master
Sgt. Charis Lucero, Cadet Senior Airman Tiffany Tam,
Cadet Master Sgt. Noah Xenos, Capt. Nathan Stickel,
Cadet Senior Airman Hollis Tam, Cadet Master Sgt.
Jacob Krieger, Cadet Airman 1st Class Kainalu
Garcia, Cadet Airman James Crayton and Capt.
Edward Stickel, the unit’s deputy commander for
cadets. Photo courtesy of Terry Reis

Rocky Mountain
Wyoming unit benefits from radio station fundraiser
WYOMING — For members of the 492nd Emergency Services Composite
Squadron, a local radio station’s “Thankful Thursdays” event is aptly
named. That’s the name of a weekly charity fundraiser hosted by a
Casper FM radio station, Townsquare Media’s “My Country 95.5,” KWYY.
The event, held at a local club, focuses on a different charitable
organization every week.
Lt. Col. Rick Fawcett, left, 492nd
Emergency Services Composite
Squadron commander, and 1st Lt.
Rich Denison, the unit’s commander,
receive a facsimile check for $3,390
from KWYY-FM DJ “Rodeo Rick.”
Photo courtesy of Ian DeLap, KWYY-FM

When the station’s staff chose the 492nd as the beneficiary for one such
gathering, area businesses contacted by squadron members showed
their support for the unit by donating items to be auctioned during the
event, including hotel stays, behind-the-scenes tours of Casper/Natrona
County International Airport, a “discovery flight” from the airport’s fixed
based operator and even an hour in the Casper Police Department’s
virtual driving simulator.
More than 115 members of the community turned out for the event,
and the auction, along with a raffle, netted the squadron $3,390.
Members plan to use the money to help cover some of the costs for
cadets attending encampments and to obtain needed equipment
for members flying missions over Wyoming’s mountainous terrain.
>> 1st Lt. Rich Denison
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[ Region News ]

Southeast
Cadets oversee Alabama squadron’s
open house
ALABAMA — When the Redstone Composite
Squadron held an open house to promote the unit
and Civil Air Patrol and to attract potential new
members, cadets primarily coordinated the event.
Cadet Maj. Catherine Guthrie, who supervised her
fellow cadets’ efforts, called the open house “a
good opportunity for the cadets to learn how to
recruit,” adding that “overall, we generated a lot of
interest in the squadron and hopefully gained
three to five prospective cadets.”

Lt. Col. Mike Guthrie, Redstone Composite Squadron deputy
commander for cadets, uses a model airplane as an illustration
while speaking to open house guests about aerospace
education. Photo by Capt. Kim Miller, Alabama Wing

The event featured five display tables promoting
CAP history, aerospace education, emergency
services and cadet opportunities and activities.
The unit’s color guard — Cadet 2nd Lts. Josiah Allen and Hayden D. Fry, Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Joseph
Lee and Cadet Tech. Sgt. Christopher C. Holland — concluded the evening by demonstrating its skills at
drill, ceremonies and carrying the colors.

Local residents who attended had positive things to say about the open house, and all indicated they plan
to come back and visit. >> Capt. Kim Miller and Cadet Maj. Catherine Guthrie

Southwest
Oklahoma Wing unit helps Scouts earn
Aviation Merit Badges
OKLAHOMA — Seventeen Boy Scouts from the Lawton area
completed their Aviation Merit Badges with the ComancheEagles Composite Squadron’s help. A merit badge fair
sponsored by the squadron and LaSill Aviation at Lawton-Fort
Sill Regional Airport tested the Scouts on aviation knowledge,
ability to carry out a preflight inspection on a typical general
aviation aircraft, ability to construct a flyable aircraft model,
aviation careers and aviation’s impact on modern society.

Cadet Capt. Joe Glowaski and Cadet 2nd Lt. Brooke
Wincapaw teach Scouts from Fort Sill’s Troop 173 to
conduct a preflight inspection. Photo by Lt. Col. Donald M. Ross,

The fair was the second the squadron has conducted as an
external aviation activity. Next up for the unit is a partnership
with the local Scout troops to present a merit badge fair
based on the new Search and Rescue Merit Badge. >> Lt.
Col. Donald M. Ross

Oklahoma Wing
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“This is a good example of two similar programs working
together for a common good,” said Lt. Col. Michael Glowaski,
Comanche-Eagles deputy commander for cadets and a
former Eagle Scout. “Both programs develop our future
leaders, and our use of cadet officers as trainers and testers
was just another step in their development.”
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Achievements
Gill Robb Wilson Award

Paul E. Garber Award

Gen. Ira C. Eaker Award

Highest award for senior members,
presented to those who complete Level V of
the Civil Air Patrol Senior Member Training
Program. (Only about 5 percent of CAP
senior members achieve this award.) The
senior members listed below received their
awards in February, March and April.

Second-highest award for senior members,
presented to those who complete Level IV of
the CAP Senior Member Training Program.
The senior members listed below received
their awards in February, March and April.

Second-highest award for cadets, presented
to those who complete all Phase IV requirements of the CAP Cadet Program. The
cadets listed below received their awards
in February, March and April.

Lt. Col. Mickey Jordan
Lt. Col. Paul K. Reid
Maj. Richard D. Shortridge
Lt. Col. David L. Ellis
Maj. Thomas R. Jacobs
Lt. Col. Matthew J. Valleau
Maj. Jeffrey P. Carlson
Lt. Col. George K. Schaefer
Capt. Charles P. Gillespie
Maj. Jeffrey A. Wesley
Maj. Jeffrey B. Bartelt
Lt. Col. Melinda G. Berry
Capt. Matthew T. Phillips
Maj. Willie L. Wright
Capt. David M. Lewis
Maj. Kevin N. Harbison
Capt. Cyrus D. Hardy
Maj. Kathy J. Courreges
Maj. Ralph K. Johnston
Maj. Robert L. Will
Maj. Antonio Ramos
1st Lt. Michael J. Woolfolk
Capt. Victor A. Hammond
Maj. George E. Kellison
Capt. Daniel L. Ash
Lt. Col. Scott A. Hall
Lt. Col. David A. Widrig
Capt. Candido Vendrell
Capt. William A. Collister
Lt. Col. Mark R. Landrum
Lt. Col. Sam Senemounnarath
Maj. Gary L. Stanley
Maj. Myron J. Goins
Maj. Raymond G. Hicks
Capt. Seth D. Hudson
Lt. Col. James V. Williamson
Maj. Jason R. Hess
Maj. Kent A. Hopkins
Maj. Gerald C. Prior

Jessica A. French
Trenton J. Bromenschenkel
Joshua C. Lanier
Mathew J. Ten Eyck
Benjamin Hook
Leslie A. Curtiss
Tyler D. Belyeu
Jeremy A. King
Melanie E. Lee
Adrian F. Ulloa
Kaitlyn E. English
Adam L. Pendleton
Noah S. Shinabarger
Christin H. McCall
Tyler D. Clark
Matthew W. Haijsman
Luke E. Bickley
Robinson Fernandez
Albaro I. Pillco
Adam R. Campbell
Seth W. Campbell
Abby N. Donajkowski
Miranda R. Ellinghaus
Taylor J. Hiester
Dennis W. Maranowski
Franceline Martinez
Jose L. Martinez
Xenn J. Frietze
Abigail C. Dickerson
Korbin T. Niehaus
Carson E. Scalf
Tristan D. Edwards
Zane M. Wisener
Patrick C. Fulgham Jr.
Ulric E. Groves
Dean L. Unruh
Evan C. Unruh
Ezekiel D. House

Lt. Col. Arthur J. Weisberger
Lt. Col. Alan W. Ferguson
Lt. Col. Michael J. Hower
Lt. Col. Michael T. McNeely
Maj. R. Victor Sabatini
Col. Bruce B. Heinlein
Maj. Katharyn N. Downing
Maj. Henry R. Luke
Lt. Col. Constance M. O’Grady
Lt. Col. David A. Widrig
Lt. Col. Charles E. Lynch
Lt. Col. David R. Jeffries
Maj. Joyce E. Jeffries
Lt. Col. Harrell L. Cobb
Lt. Col. John R. Bland
Lt. Col. Michael J. Girardi

AZ
CA
CO
CO
CO
DC
FL
NHQ
NJ
PCR
RMR
SD
SD
TN
VA
VA

Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Award
Highest award for cadets, presented to those
who complete all phases of the CAP Cadet
Program and the Spaatz award examination.
(Only about one-half of 1 percent of CAP
cadets achieve this award.) The cadets listed
below received their awards in February,
March and April.
Mary E. Barb
Hunter L. Ashburn
Daniel P. Schulz
Sierra D. Parsons
Muriel Eaton
Marlan James Campbell
John A. Robertson
Robinson Fernandez
Carissa M. Lackey
Benjamin M. Tartter
Michael Lewis Fraire
Garrett E. Stanley
Michael P. Ebert
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AL
AL
AZ
CO
CO
CT
FL
FL
IL
MI
MN
MO
NC
NC
NE
NH
NJ
NM
NM
NM
NY
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TECHNOLOGY
Located adjacent to the Heart of
Georgia Regional Airport in
Eastman, Ga., our 22-acre campus
has 5 acres of building space,
including five hangars for storage
and maintenance of a fleet of aircraft
used in training and instruction, as
well as an airport terminal and air
traffic control tower.
We also have student housing.
Aviation Hall offers apartmentstyle living for 140 students.
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