
         September 1, 2016 
Hon. Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
 The American book community is deeply troubled by the government’s suppression of 
free speech in Turkey in the weeks following the unsuccessful July 15 coup.  Government 
censorship is the single most egregious threat to a democratic society, and we write to urge you 
to express your concern about these events at your meeting with President Erdoğan on Sunday.  
 
 According to a July 29 statement issued by the Turkish Publishers Association, three 
news agencies, 16 television stations, 23 radio stations, 45 newspapers, and 15 magazines have 
been shut down by the Turkish government since July 15, and arrest warrants have been issued 
for more than 40 journalists as well as 47 newspaper employees. 
 
 The crackdown has hit book publishers hard.  Twenty-nine publishing houses have been 
closed under a “State of Emergency Decree” that requires them to surrender to the government 
“all goods, assets, rights, documents and papers.”  There is no appeal from the order. 
 
 The wholesale suppression of media outlets is having a devastating effect on public 
debate in Turkey, already weakened by government attacks on the media. The State of 
Emergency Decree makes it impossible for the closed publishing houses to request compensation 
for the debts they have incurred in the course of business, a situation that threatens the economic 
viability of the entire Turkish publishing community, further weakening the diversity of voices 
within Turkish society and deepening the chill on the expression of opinion in Turkey.   
 
 The United States opposed the July 15 coup attempt as a threat to a democratically 
elected government.  We cannot allow the Turkish government to use that threat as a  pretext 
for suppressing free speech and depriving Turkish citizens of other essential civil liberties. 
 
 We ask your help in pressing President Erdoğan to allow the closed media companies to 
reopen and to cease further attempts to suppress free speech. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 



 
 

     
 
 

Oren J. Teicher       Suzanne Nossel 
Chief Executive Officer      Executive Director 
American Booksellers Assn.     PEN America 
333 Westchester Ave., S202     588 Broadway, Ste. 303 
White Plains, NY 10604      New York, NY 10012 
oren@bookweb.org      snossel@pen.org 
 

 
 
Tom Allen       Director 
President and Chief Executive Officer    Office for Intellectual Freedom 
Association of American Publishers    Freedom to Read Foundation 
455 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Suite 700    American Library Association 
Washington, DC 20001      50 E. Huron St. 
tallen@publishers.org      Chicago, IL 60611 
        jlarue@ala.org 
 
 

 
Mary Rasenberger 
Executive Director 
Authors Guild 
31 E. 32nd St. 
New York, NY 10016 
mrasenberger@authorsguild.org 
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