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American Family Insurance – Bucky on Parade 
Painted by Barbara Westfall, M.F.A. 

 
 
Mural overview: Spark a Dream is the title of American Family Insurance’s (AFI) Bucky on Parade, 
a 7’h x 3’w fiberglass sculpture painted by artist, Barbara Westfall, M.F.A. as a commission for AFI. 
Since AFI’s mission is to inspire, protect and restore dreams the theme of dream is an important 
part of the mural. Because AFI believes a dream is the most valuable thing you’ll ever own, Bucky’s 
face is painted as if he is dreaming, with eyes partially closed. Throughout the mural nine ‘dream 
clouds’ or ‘thought bubbles’ are painted with images emerging from the clouds to tell the story of 
how AFI is committed to making a meaningful difference in the communities and people it serves.  
 
DREAM: Bucky’s face is painted in a calm and dreamlike manner. To produce the effect of a relaxed 
state of mind conducive to dreaming, the artist needed to refabricate the fiberglass eyes which were 
originally cast wide-open. Layers of fiberglass were added and molded to close the eyes. 
Paint was applied using broad brush strokes to depict animal fur and using naturalistic colors 
representative of a badger. On the top of Bucky’s head floats two ‘dream clouds’ with the words 
DREAM and DREAMS. Since many dreams happen at night, the right side of Bucky’s face features a 
night sky with stars and a moon rising over the landscape. Wrapped around the night sky is a DNA 
strand, the building blocks of life. 
 
COMMUNITY: Above Bucky’s heart is a rising sun casting brilliant rays of orange, yellow, purple and 
pink on the horizon line. The artist painted a blue-sky day filled with floating clouds over the city of 
Madison and Lake Monona from the perspective of the iconic view John Nolen Drive. The Capitol and 
Bascom Hall are placed prominently on the cityscape to represent AFI’s many partnerships with the 
Madison-area community and the University of Wisconsin. Neighborhoods are essential components 
of healthy communities with homes, apartments, condos, offices and parks connected with roads, 
bike and foot paths. 
 

PROTECT: A large tree with leaves branches, and roots is wrapped around Bucky’s left arm 
representing the importance of AFI’s strong roots in protecting Wisconsin’s environmental 
conservation efforts. The tree grows near a wetland with wading birds, a vibrant lake with kayakers 
and sailboats and parks with joggers and bicyclists which benefit from protective efforts of engaged 
partners. American Family supports numerous environmental conservation efforts, including the 
Nelson Institute Earth Day. 
 

DETERMINATION and INSPIRATION: On Bucky’s right leg stepping forward is a ‘dream cloud’ 
filled with exquisitely painted portraits of determined students filled with possibility. Through 
conferences, career fairs, workshops, mentoring and networking, AFI aims to raise awareness in 
diverse communities of what career opportunities exist. It takes determination and opportunity to 
be successful, especially people facing assumptions and barriers based on gender, race, ethnicity, 
religious beliefs and/or socioeconomic status. 
 
SUPPORT: On Bucky’s right arm is another ‘dream cloud’ with racially and ethnically diverse 
students receiving educational support through AFI’s conference and career fairs. Learners are 
painted working at tables with partners in business and education, exchanging information which 
helps increase their understanding of what career opportunities exist. Young students peer into 
microscopes and magnifying glasses with help from instructors representing AFI’s support of The 
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Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery Saturday Science program and other constituents including the 
Boys and Girls Club and Goodman Community Center. K-12 opportunities such as the Career Kickstart 
Learning Community Access brings employers face-to‐face with students through workshops, alumni 
mentoring, employer networking events and information sessions. 
 
INNOVATION: Located on Bucky’s chest is Brittingham Bay where another ‘dream cloud’ is painted 
featuring an autonomous vehicle merging onto John Nolen Drive. A closer investigation of the 
vehicle shows passengers, but no driver. This section of the painting reflects AFI’s partnership with 
UW-Madison in autonomous vehicle research and development. 
 
DEDICATION: On the back of Bucky’s waist and shoulders is an elaborately painted rural scene of 
the farms, hayfields, prairies and pastures of Wisconsin, with its dedicated farmers and ranchers. 
AFI’s recognizes their contributions to our state and has committed research and business to meet 
the dreams and needs of these customers. The artist has painted a farmer plowing fields on a red 
tractor, round hay bales, wind turbines, barns, silos, rivers and valleys that make up this bucolic 
scene of rural Wisconsin. On the horizon overlooking this rural scene sits the national headquarters 
of 
American Family Insurance, where an eagle soars overhead. A group of five portraits are painted on 
the nearby skyline with their eyes open to future opportunities and minds filled with personal 
dreams. 
 
Below the headquarters is the historic town of Monticello, WI, the birthplace of AFI’s founder 
Herman Louis Wittwer, born in 1889. Wittwer was the son of Swiss immigrants and is shown driving a 
Model T automobile heading north toward the headquarters campus. Wittwer traveled the state to 
meet regularly with farmers and created a different kind of insurance company centered around 
policies that offered farmers less expensive auto insurance rates, commensurate with lower risks for 
driving fewer annual miles. 
 

RESTORE: The final area of Bucky is located on the lower back, legs and base. Bucky steps out of 
lush woodland plants into a native Wisconsin prairie with delicately painted flowers indigenous to 
our state. Echinacea, yellow coneflower, butterflyweed and purple asters flow in the wind, with 
monarch butterflies fluttering nearby. This section reaffirms AFI’s commitment to restoring and 
protecting native plant communities, including the one they have planted on their headquarters 
grounds. 
 
Written by Barbara Westfall, M.F.A 
April 17, 2018 

http://www.barbarawestfall.com/

